CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SAN MARCOS

INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER

= THEGPRIDE

www.thecsusmpride.com

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2007

VOL. XVII NO. 15

Forum held
to discuss
lack of Asian

American

Studies at

CSUSM

BY DAVID CHURCH
Pride Staff Writer

In hopes of raising attention to the CSUSM
community .of gaining Asian-Americans
courses on campus, the Vietnamese Student
Association, Kamalayan Alliance, Asian
Pacific Student Society and Brotherhood. Aca-
demics. Prosperity. Strength. (B.A.P.S.) held a
student forum in Commons 206 On Thursday,

April 26 during University Hour.

Asian-Americans are currently 11.2% of the
student population and are one of the fastest

See FORUM, page 3

I t h .
On Monday, April 30, CSUSM’s Yellow Ribbon Club displayed shoes they collected a week prior during their shoe drive. The

pairs of shoes on display near Kellogg Library signified all those who have taken their own lives. According to the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among college age students.
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CSUSM at National College
Paintball Championships

BY WESLEY QUACH
Pride Contributor

The ASI Paintball Sports Club
competed in the NCPA College
Paintball National Champion-
ships during the weekend of
April 20-22™ at Xdrenalin Paint-
ball Park, located just outside
of Dallas, TX. Teams from col-
leges all over the country par-
ticipated in the event in two divi-
sions, Class A and Class AA. In
the Class AA division, the Cou-
gars placed 13" out of 25 teams,
barely making the quarter finals
by one spot. “We had 8 prelimi-
nary games on Saturday,” says
Jesal Naik, current team captain,
“we lost our first four games in
a row but came back strong and

See PAINTBALL, page 3
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Training
scenarios
for safety
on campus

BY KIM ANDERSON
Pride Staff Writer

On Wednesday and Thursday,
May 23-24, campus police along
with other local law-enforcement
groups will be conducting active
shooter scenarios on campus.
These training drills will be
taking place on the first floor of
the Arts Building.

The area will be cordoned off
so that no one will be able to
wander into the training area.
The training drill will focus on
the proper way to clear a build-
ing to protect students, faculty

See DRILL, page 2

Dr. Bridget
Blanshan
named
CSUSM Dean
of Students

BY DAVID GATLEY
Pride Staff Writer

On Friday May 4, Dr. Pat Worden
Vice President for Student Affairs
announced the selection of Bridget
Blanshan as the new Dean of Stu-
dents and AVP for Student Develop-
ment Services. This comes as good
news to the campus community as
the soon to be Dr. Blanshan has gar-
nered much respect and admiration
from students and staff members
alike.

Dr. Blanshan has served as the
interim DOS and AVP for the last
year, and Director of Student Life &

See BLANSHAN, page 3

Moving out and moving on from UVA

BY KELLY CORRIGAN
Pride Staff Writer

Four years ago, in the fall
of 2003, about 460 students,
mostly freshman, moved into
the newly constructed Univer-
sity Village Apartments. Fewer
than ten of those freshmen con-
tinued to live in the UVA for the
duration of their college educa-
tion and on May 19 when they
graduate, they will move out

of the dorms and move on with
their lives.

Lissa Lim will graduate with
a degree in Psychology but will
return to CSUSM in the fall to
earn her Masters. Lim is origi-
nally from South San Diego, so
living in the dorms, Lim said,
“was the most convenient.” In
paying one bill that covered
internet, cable, rent, gas and
electric, Lim realized early on
that it would be hard to find

Women’s
Center turns

anything better. “I really like
that it’s this kind of set-up. It’s
more of a taste of the real world.
You have to cook for yourself.
There are no meal plans, you
have to learn how to cook.
You have to learn how to get
along with other people and get
adjusted to other cultures and
kinda organize the cleaning
situation. It’s kinda giving you

See MOVING OUT, page 2

over a new leaf

BY PAMELA CASTILLO

Pride Staff Writer

This is the last
issue of The
Pride for the

semester

THANKS TO ALL OF
OUR READERS

In the fall of 2006, The Wom- Have a great summer!

en’s Center became a part of
CSUSM and on Wed. May 2, the
Women’s Center ended their year
with a bang with their first Grow-
ing Tree Ceremony to honor

See GROWING TREE, page 3
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IntHERnational campus organization for next fall

BY KELLY CORRIGAN
Pride Staff Writer

In the fall of 2006 when two
students enrolled in a women’s
studies course titled “Women
in Performance,” a course that
focused on the body image
and the female form, Profes-
sor, Karen Schaffman, assigned
her students an assignment that
would propel Jennifer Schouwe
and Alexis Macias to create a
campus organization named,
IntHERnational.

IntHERnational will become
a part of CSUSM next fall, and
it will aim to educate students in
global issues surrounding the vio-
lations of women’s human rights.
IntHERnational will have a set
focus on women without voices
and women who are suppressed,
abused, murdered or forgotten.

Professor Schaffman asked to
her class to create a zine. Macias
and Schouwe created a zine titled
IntHERnational with Barbara
Whalen, Randi Leyva and Celeste
Lampro. “The assignment was
designed to artfully address any
women’s issues or a topic con-
cerning women,” Schouwe and
Macias said. The zine focused
on women from Afghanistan,
Guatemala, Kenya, India and the
United States. Each section of
the zine informs its readers on
women of various regions. The
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Jennifer Shouwe (left), and Alexis Macias (right) stand beside
IntHERnational’s table during CSUSM’s International Fair

Afghanistan section speaks of
girls as young as 11 or 12 who
have been given away in mar-
riage to repay a debt. The zine
also offers information for read-
ers to donate to RAWA, the oldest
socio-political organization of
Afghan women. The zine also
provides information on female
genital mutilation in the Maasai
community of Kenya. The zine
describes how the 5,000 year old
practice of removing the entire
clitoris and labia is unwanted
among women but the practice
is the only means of acceptance

of women in the community. The
zine also features information on
women of Guatemala, India and
the United States.

Following the zine project, each
student took part in a performance
that included a vigil and an art
interpretation of each zine. After
the performance, Schouwe and
Macias said, “Karen offered her
enthusiasm in suggesting we con-
duct our performance for the entire
school. Alexis and I then thought
more about the impact our message
would have, but on a more lasting
level, such as starting a club.”

Schouwe and Macias both
agree that CSUSM  students
actively participate in the com-
munity and in the academic set-
ting to gain knowledge and grow.
“The importance of having a
club like IntHERnational that
raises awareness and discussion
about women’s issues is clear,”
Schouwe and Macias said. “As
IntHERnational relates to greater
San Diego, establishing a grass-
roots connection on campus
breeds a more lasting and honest
beginning for larger community
connections.”

Schouwe and Macias plan
on hosting events including art
exhibits and performances by
dance and acting groups. In order
to help local women and their
families, Schouwe and Macias
also plan on volunteering with
CSUSM students for local non-
profit organizations. “In all hon-
esty, we encourage students, fac-
ulty, and any community member
to offer suggestions or input as to
how we can be most effective as
an organization in encouraging
people to become more involved
in our cause,” said Schouwe and
Macias.

For more information on get-
ting involved with IntHERna-
tional, contact Jennifer Schouwe
atschou001@csusm.eduor Alexis
Macias at macia005@csusm.
edu.

From DRILL, page 1

and staff, and the correct way
in which to approach an active
shooter. “Police officers know
what to do to shut down active
shooters,” said campus police
Lt. Doug Miller, emphasizing
that the drill is mainly about
taking the safest measures in
approaching a suspect, and pro-
tecting innocent bystanders.
The active shooter scenar-
ios will feature someone play-
ing a disgruntled person with

an actual weapon loaded with
blanks, so there will be noise.
“We want the community to
know what we are doing,”
Miller said. “We hope that this
will prevent community mem-
bers from being alarmed by the
large number of officers storm-
ing buildings.” In the scenarios,
law-enforcement will be using
plastic guns that look identical
to their actual weapons.

During these drills, police
will have people there dressed as
students and teachers. Campus

police also intend to send out
messages alerting students of
these drills to test how effec-
tive their communications sys-
tems are. They will also simulate
locking down buildings, but not
by actually locking them down
during the drills.

The last active shooter scenario
drills were conducted in 2004.
Since then, the campus police
force has dramatically changed.
There are no police officers from
2004 still employed by campus
police, further proving the neces-

sity of these scenarios. These
drills will be conducted with the
cooperation and participation of
other law-enforcement units such
as the San Marcos Police Depart-
ment and the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Last month’s Virginia Tech
shootings have made campuses
nationwide wary. The campus
police at Cal State San Marcos
are doing everything they can to
assure the safety of students, fac-
ulty and staff.

From MOVING OUT, page 1

independence, teaching you to
live on your own.”

During her four years, Lim
lived with foreign exchange
students from China, Sweden,
North Korea and England and
grew strong bonds with each of
them. “I think because they’re
trying to get adjusted to our cul-
ture, they’re a lot more respect-
ful.” Lim said. This summer,
Lim will spend three weeks
in England and will live in
the home of one of her current
roommates.

“Hanging out with my room-
mates has been the best,” Lim
said. “When we have our clean-
ing day or when it’s someone’s
birthday, we decorate the whole
apartment and throw a party for
them. We have a message board
in our kitchen and we write each
other messages and things like
that. Spending time with them
was the best part.”

Steven Butler, a Literature
and Writing major originally
from Lake Arrowhead, chose
to live in the dorms “because it

was the thing to do.” During his
sophomore year, Butler received
a scholarship that would require
him to stay in the UVA. During
his junior year, Butler became a
Resident Advisor. “The level of
involvement really helped the
college experience I was having
because when I became an R.A.,
I became really involved and I
began setting goals and I knew
what I wanted to do.”

Butler’s experiences as an
RA and as a resident were dis-
tinctly different. “Living with
roommates the first time was
kinda interesting. I didn’t really
understand how filthy people
can be.” As an R.A., Butler said,
“They train you but you don’t
really get what it’s all about
until you’re actually doing it.
You worry about your residents,
I would stay up all night some-
times worrying about them- and
then balancing school.”

When Butler graduates, he
will look into MFA programs
in Creative Writing. What he’s
grateful for from the UVA,
Butler said, is “The friends I’ve
made.”

Fabby Hernandez, a Global
Business major from Riverside,
moved into the UVA because
she said, “I really just didn’t
know anyone or anything about
moving away from home. It just
seemed like the obvious choice
in convenience and knowing
what to do.”

Originally from Riverside,
Hernandez’s first expectations
of college dorm life were based
off of movies she had seen.
“Drinking, partying, hot people
running round, tons of commu-
nity outside- what you would
normally expect out of a movie,”
Hernandez said.

After settling into the UVA,
Hernandez learned instantly
that her expectations would not
match the reality of CSUSM col-
lege life. “Noticing that it wasn’t
really like that was a relief,”
Hernandez said. “As I started
to get more involved and cre-
ated more ties with San Marcos,
it was just easy to stay here and
then I started working here.”

In 2005, Hernandez became
a Resident Advisor for the
UVA. “As an RA, it’s been

very, very different,” Hernan-
dez said. “I love it. It gives me
first priority to get to know
other people on a deeper level
than what they would show
their friend. They might not
be my friend but if they need
me, they’ll skip through all the
fakeness and I get to know the
real person.”

As an R.A., Hernandez has
also come to terms with the job’s
challenges. “People don’t expect
you to be you’re friend because
they see you as an authority,”
Hernandez said. “I’ve actu-
ally stuck with my friends from
freshman year and sophomore
year. My other two years, I
can’t make friends because I
write them up.”

This summer, Hernandez will
work as an intern in Spain where
she will hope to find a job.

“Inthe beginning,” Hernandez
said, “everyone told me, ‘these
are the best years of your life,’
and it’s been true. They’ve been
awesome. And coming here, I’'m
Just that much more prepared to
face the real world after gradu-
ation.”
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