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Our
library’s
future may
be getting
brighter

By RicHARD MAUSER

A:tudent paces up and down the
tacks, and finds it ... the last
book on Cervantes left on the shelf.

He cradles it in his arm, then
circles around, searching for an open
desk. Finally, he spots one, and
settles down under a small pool of
dim yellow light.

Such is the state of the CSUSM li-
brary.

Students have complained about
limited hours, poor lighting and a
lack of resources. And, the com-
plaints have been heard. The library
staff is responding; in the process
trying to accommodate tomorrow’s
student as well as today’s.

“What we are trying to do is not
only to plan for the future, but also
for right now, so that the people who
are here now can have the best ser-
vices and collections that we'can pro-
vide,” said Marion Reid, dean of Li-
brary and Information Services.

For today’s student, the staff is in
the process of reworking electronic
resources, inter-library loans and ac-
cess to material on the web. It also is
reconfiguring what is being pur-
chased to obtain the core electronic
journals that all other Cal State cam-
puses have.

Last October, the library staff in-
stalled new computers and a new
server, making the system faster and
providing increased access to schol-
arly journals and other electronic re-
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The rising student population coupied with the popularity of PC’s
have forced students to simply wait...and wait.

“Open Access”

computer lab
Please wait to be seated

By ScotT Bass

“It’s ridiculous. I don’t go down
there. Too crowded. It’s a mess,” com-
plained Art Mulvey, a senior Liberal

* Studies major.

The library? The Dome? Highway 78?
No, Mulvey was complaining about
CSUSM'’s open-access computer lab. It
was a complaint echoed by many stu-
dents. '

Due to an increase in student enroll-
ment, the crowds have grown at the lab
in ACD 202. During peak hours, stu-
dents wait in line for a computer sta-
tion to open, sometimes five or six deep.

To help ease the problem and keep
up with enrollment growth, Teresa
Macklin, director of Academic Comput-
ing Services, put in a budget request on

Feb. 23 for an additional 25 new IBM-
style PCs. There are now 24 PCs in the
open access lab.

She said she is cautiously optimistic
about the request she sent to.Richard
Karas, vice president for Academic Af-
fairs. “We're pretty optimistic about it,”
she said. “You know there is always the
possibility that we won’t get it. But I
think it’s recognized that the open lab
is crowded.”

First-year student Victoria Villanueva
said she was pleased that the problem
has been recognized. “That’d be great,
because I can’t access any of this
(internet information) at home,” she
said. “I don’t have a computer.”

“There: is a lot of waiting, especially

-Computer Lab, page 3

Fee
increase
sought to
fund )
athletics

By JENIFER JAFFE

inking students might pay to
play, university officials will
most likely call a special election this

~ spring on a $35 fee increase per se-

mester.

The increase would help to build
a campus recreation facility, includ-
ing a soccer field, track and bleach-
ers, just south of the traffic loopon
campus said Joe Faltaous, president
of Associated Students (AS).

The execu-
tive director
of Univer-
sity Ad-
vancement,
Jane Lynch,
said the facil-
ity could
help CSUSMy;:
attract a va-
riety of new students interested in
college sports. She stressed the pro-
posal is still under consideration by
university officials, but, if approved
by them, it would go on the student
ballot April 15 and 16.

President Alexander Gonzalez
could not be reached for comment
on the proposal, but he was quoted
earlier in the North County Times as
saying support for the proposal

. would demonstrate to the commu-

nity that students want the univer-
sity to grow beyond its “commuter
school image.” Student approval of
the proposal would help attract do
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Special Ed.

program

IS good

clean fun

By LesLIE PEARNE

Keeping CSUSM'’s rest rooms and ster-
ile cement floors clean is not just a job,
but a learning process for a group of
severely handicapped students.

They’re from Sierra Vista High
School in Vista where only the top stu-
dents in the school get to participate in
the unique program developed by direc-
tor John Hull four years ago. -

" Hull and his aide, Kathy DeLar, spe-
cialize in educating the students in what
he calls “functional skills.” Cleaning cer-
tain areas of the CSUSM campus is part
of their vocational training. A portion
of the program is basic instruction,
simple arithmetic and learning how to
write their names and addresses. Two
mornings a week, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, the students spend time in down-
town sections of San Marcos and
Escondido learning how to get around

New tax-assistance program

in the city. They enter the program at
age 18 and graduate at 22, and most
wind up able to get jobs.

According te Hull, it is important for
the severely handicapped to learn in a
social atmosphere among their peers.
“The interaction between the special-
ized students and non-handicapped
students enables them to grow mature
more rapidly,” he said. :

“Immersed in this type of environ-
ment, among college students, sets a
framework for how they are supposed
to behave.” The key measurement, Hull
said, is how well the students conduct
themselves as young adults and how
capably they work with others. Being on
campus also breaks barriers for the stu-
dents, allowing for personal relation-
ships to develop. ’

They receive compliments from stu-
dents they have met, which helps build
their confidence, Hull said” We’re

arrives on campus

By BrRANDEE L. FERNANDEZ

It’s free and it’s right here on campus: The Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program is offering

help with basic tax returns.

Assistance is available Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8-10 a.m., Tuesdays from 4-6p.m.

and Thursdays from

signs advertising the program, she enlisted the help
of five volunteers, four of them students. I

John Hull’s students, shown above, are given vocational train-
ing and taught interpersonal skills as they work and interact
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happy to be here,” Hull added. “This is
an excellent learning environment, be-
cause it makes the students feel like
adults. They get to be around college
students.” These students are consid-
ered the elite from their school an honor
that carries greater expectations from
both Hull and DeLar.

This, in turn, encourages the students
to expect more from themselves.” They
are used to being told what to do,” Hull

said. “Here, they are encouraged to
make their own decisions ... know when
it’s time to switch from their break
frame of mind to now-it’s-time-to-work
attitude.”

Through a modeling/imitation tech-
nique, the students learn step-by-step
how to do their jobs. They complete
their tasks on their own, while Hull and
DeLar observe.” They are the stars, be-
cause they do all the work,” said Hull.

tax returns? The IRS and State of California have
options that are quick, easy and accurate. They offer
direct deposit which means faster refunds.

FILE FROM HOME ...

Each VITA volunteer attended an eight-hour train- I

ing session every Saturday in January. After passing |
a final test, they were deemed qualified. Krawietz, a |

senior majoring in |

1:30-3:30 p.m. The
program, which be-
gan Feb. 9, runs
through April 14.

Charles Ables, a
program volunteer,
said, “The program
is run by the IRS in
conjunction with
the state Franchise
Tax Board. Its pur-
pose is to assist
people who are un-
familiar with taxes,
those with low in-
comes and the eld-
erly. Professional
tax preparation is
very costly.”

The cost of hiring professional help on even the sim-

plest tax return averages $40.

Nadine Krawietz, a member of the CSUSM Account-
ing Society and VITA chairperson, coordinated the
campus program. Besides putting up a number of

turn preparation |
takes no more than |
half an hour,
Interested partici-
pants should bring |
their tax docu-
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Cynthia Oliva receives tax assistance from volun-
teer Michael Tomcho

ments, including W- |
2 and 1099s forms, |
information con- I
cerning any other I
I
I
|

income and deductions and a copy of last year’s re-
turn to VIA at Commons 207.
Ables said it also would be helpful for participants
to bring their federal and state tax packages. But, for |
those who do not have them, forms are available.
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: ...there is more than one way to file federal and state
I
l
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... By Telephone

Telefile lets you file simple
federal tax returns using a Touch-Tone
phone. Only Form 1 O40EZ filers who
get the TeleFile tax booklet in the mail
can us eTelephile:

; : 20 G
accountmg, s the | Through a Personal Computelj
program 1s a great | ‘ YOII can file income tax :

. returns on-line using tax preparation
opportumty 1o get 4 software and an on-line service or
good experience. | trarésmltter. £ 040PCfis a print feature

on tax preparation software. It prints
Any student at | out a condensed tax return that
CSUSM can take ad- includes only those lines used, which
vantage of the free | means fewer pages to mail.
VITA help. Ables I OR FILE YOUR TAXES...
said the average re- | -
& 3 ... Through Banks, Financial Institu-

tions, Tax Professionals and employers

5

~ Many businesses and tax
professionals file income tax returns
electronically. Fees vary depending on
the services requested. Some
employers offer it free as an em-
ployee benefit.

... Through VITA and TCE

: Free Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) and Tax Counsel mg
-for the elderly, low income and others
who need help with their returns.
Some offer electronic filing. Ask your
local IRS office for locations.

... Through IRS Walk-in Offices

| Askyourlocal IRS office if they offer free electronic filing.



New program
designed to
help students

succeed

By Lopia OramMAS
CSUSM students now have access

to a greater variety of programs to help
them cope with college, thanks to a
three-way partnership.

The Academic Support Program for
Intellectual Rewards and Enhancement
(ASPIRE) recently teamed up with Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences and the Cen-
ter for Student Involvement to offer The
College Success Workshop, a series of
programs targeting special problems
students encounter throughout the aca-
demic school year.

Upcoming workshops include one on
how to conduct research, March 19
from 1 to 2 PM; one on time manage-
ment, April 1 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. by
Carlene Smith; and one on goal-setting
April 13 from 10 to 11:30 AM. There will

other workshops in May. The work- .

shops series is “designed to increase stu-
dent participation and involvement in
university-sponsored events,” said Alex
Cuatok, ASPIRE coordinator.

The workshops are designed to help
students improve their skills in study,
ashow to use the umvens}ty,s resources
ASPIRE has 20 tutors actively involved
in helping students, along with person-
nel from various university academic
programs. The workshops are free. To
sign up or for more information, call
ASPIRE at 750-4014 or stop by ITS of-
fice in Craven 5201.

PARALEGAL
PROGRAM

Information Session

WEDNESDAY,
~ March 18th
11:00AM - 1:00PM
CRA 4201

For more information, stop by the
Career & Assessment Center in
CRA Hall 4201 or ¢l (760) 75(}4900
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disciplines

By ReBecca WARNE

It may not be all that easy to find,
but for any CSUSM student interested in
improving his or her writing skills, it
could be well worth searching out.

It’s the Writing Center, tucked into
a back corner office in Room 3106 of
Craven Hall next to the Cashier’s Of-
fice.

Technically, it’s room number is
3106-G & H, but it’s easy to miss. As
you walk into 3106, past the ASPIRE
and math tutors, look in the far cor-
ner and you’ll see the “Writing Cen-
ter” sign over a door.

Inside the corner office, there are
few desks, a couple of computers and
several tutors, all of the them either
present Literature and Writing 525
students, or those who have com-
pleted that upper-class course. Many
are graduate students. All are familiar
with writing assignments, even ones
from other disciplines.

Some tutors receive units for work-

“tage of having a convemently located

tutor, Kaarina Roebuck, a Literature
and Writing graduate student started
working in the Writing Center as an
undergraduate. “I enjoy the constant
intellectual dialogues that take place
between students,” she said. “I learn
from students.”

“Working here helps students. It is
important that they feel that they will
not be judged or criticized, but will re-
ceive constructive feedback on their
writing when they come here.”

Many first-year students, along with
some transfer students, may not be

.ing in the center; others take advan-

and interesting job on campus. One

Writing center provides resource
for writers of aII levels and

Tutors Katie Montagna and Kaarina Roebuck catch up on their

own studies between sessions

prepared for CSUSM'’s required writing
assignments. Other students avoid
some required classes that involve a lot
of writing until their final semester be-
cause of the work expectations.

All are welcome at the Writing Cen-
ter, where the atmosphere is casual. The
tutors help to convey a spirit of coop-
eration by sitting side-by-side with you.
Appointments can be scheduled, but
walk-ins are also accepted for 30-
minute sessions.

The Writing Center is open from 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday. Assis-
tance is offered on all writing assign-
ments, from getting started to proof-
reading a final draft. Getting started
may mean “brainstorming,” generating
ideas to provide direction.
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Students are encouraged to bring
their writing assignments to the ses-
sions to help tutors understand the re-
quirements.

* Tutors are happy to critique drafts,
or papers at any stage, to suggest clar-
ity or development. They may discuss
ideas, make comments and offer sug-
gestions on how to further develop or
polish the paper. .

Appointments can be make in ad-
vance by calling or going by the office.
One walk-in appointment is allowed
every 30 minutes, and additional
walk-ins can be accommodated if
someone with an appointment fails to
show up on time. Tutors wait five min-
utes before taking a walk-in.

Students are permitted to make one
appointment a week.

Computer Lab

for the PCs. In the past I have waited
for up to an hour. This is the only place
I can come to.”

Currently, there are seven computer
labs available to students. But ACD 202
is the only one with no scheduled
classes. i

Thus, students attempting to use the
other six must work around a variety
of class schedules.

Macklin pointed out that there is one
lab in the FCB building filled with older
Macintosh computers. But, she added,
since there is far greater demand by stu-
dents for IBM-style PCs than
Macintoshes, the FCB lab is often

empty.

The 25 new PCs would be put in the
language lab, ACD 204, directly adja-
cent to the open access room. The lan-
guage lab will move to Building 15 in the
fall.

Macklin said the wall between ACD
202 and ACD 204 will be reconfigured
with double doors or a partition.

An open access computer lab also is
slated for Building 15, she added. Pend-
ing budget approval, both that lab and
the 25 new PCs would be available by
this fall.

But, warned Norm Nicolson, dean of
Instructional and Informational Tech-
nologies, the budget process is compli-
cated. “We're just getting started.” he

from page 1

said. “At this point, it’s (the 25 new PCs)
a request and we're hopeful.”

Building 15 funds come from a differ-
ent budget than the one being put to-
gether by Karas’ office.

“When the State funds a building
they allot a certain amount of funds to
equip it,” Macklin said. “For the labs in
Building 15, we are requesting that
equipment money come out of the
building fund. It is simply a different
budget.

“A committee comprised of myself
and different faculty from various pro-
grams on campus has been set up to al-
locate funds for the Building 15 com-
puter labs.”






