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Civil rights activist remembered at candlelight vigil 
CSUSM artists reflect on statue's significance 
BY BLBERT ESGUERRA 
Pride Staff Writer 

Last Tuesday, CSUSM invited 
artists T.J. Dixon and James Nelson 
to speak to the university com­
munity about the historical per­
spectives about the campus statue 
honoring civil rights activist Cesar 

Chavez. Dixon and Nelson were 
the two artists responsible for creat­
ing the statue and spoke about the 
importance and legacy to which the 
school connects itself. 

"My mother was a farm worker 
in Texas during the 60s, and fthe 
United Farm Workers) was all that 
she would talk about," shared Dixon 

as she spoke about personal mean­
ing of the work. "It was really the 
most tragic existence for farm work­
ers who didn't have a voice and was 
never in one, place long enough to 
ask for change and equality?' 

the week ended by honoring the 
leader with a candlelight vigil at the 
steps of Chavez Plaza. Traditional, 

cultural dancers began the festivi­
ties at dusk by highiighting some 
historical significance within the 
area - from here in San Marcos to 

See Vigil, Page 4 

Traditional dancers pay tribute at 
dusk prior to a candlelight vigil In 
honor of activist Cesar Chavez. PhoJo by El/Jeri Esguerra I The Pride 

Sleeple·ss 
in San 
Diego 

Take Back the Night 
. . . 

Campus 
community unites 
to raise awareness 

BY BEN ROFFEE 
Pride Staff Writer 

Cal State San Marcos Stu­
dents and San Diego residents 
alike will abandon the com­
fort of their homes on April · 
J9 to tackle an old cause with ,. 
a new approach: a sleepover.' 
Tn an exhibition of homeless-~ · 
ness, "Sleepless in San Diego" 
will be a night spent under the 
stars aimed at raising aware­
ness on the issue homelessness 
in San Diego. Working along­
side the San Diego Rescue Mis­
sion, a non-profit group dedi­
cated to assisting the homeless, 
CSUSM's Pi Upsilon chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Psi will represent 
CSUSM at the annual event. 

BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
Pride Staff Writer 

On Tues. April 8, men and women gath­
ered in Forum Plaza to participate in a night 
of empowerment and education against the 
sexual violence of women. Take Back the 
Night is an observed protest around the nation 
that involves walking in the dark to display 
that women should and have the right to feel 
safe ~hile walking in the dark .. 

Every two minutes, somewhere in Amer­
ica, someone is sexually assaulted. 

This is fhe second year the Women's 
Center has heTd a Take Back the Night event 
on campus. On display was the 'Walk Jn Her 
Shoes' exhibit, featuring a variety of women's 
shoes with facts and personal stories about 
sexual violence underneath them. 

The National College Women Sexual Vic­
timization Study estimated between 1 in 4 
and 1 in 5 college. women experience com­
pleted or attempted rape during their col­
lege years. 

Before the event began, many students 
walked through the exhibit and scaled the 
booths in attendance. Students and staff can­
didly shared their experiences and observa­
tions regarding sexual violence. 

Initially, Alpha Kappa Psi had 
a similar event planned, "Sleep­
less in San Marcos," to coincide 
with the main event being held 
in Point Loma. However, logis­
tical problems forced the event 
to be caricelled. As an alterna­
tive, Alpha Kappa Psi decided 
to merge its event with the San 
Diego Rescue Mission's "Sleep­
less in San Diego" event. 

See Sleepless, Page 4 

Photo hy Amanda Andreen /The Pride 

A student pauses at the "In Their Shoes" display to reflect while reading survivor 
stories of those vicimized by sexual assult 

Morgan l!oodenpyle, Women's Center Oper­
ations Coordinator, opened the event, welcom­
ing students and staff in attended and served as 
emcee throughout the night. 

See Night, Page 4 

LGBTQ Pride Center now open 
CSUSM celebrates with sold out grand opening ceremony 
BY AMANDA ANDREEN 
Pride Staff Writer 

"You're either 'in or you're 
out,' as Heidj Klum would say-

and all of you by far, are fierce 
and out," said Shane L. Wind­
meyer, an acclaimed author al)d 
keynote speaker at the dinner 
and celebration of the grand 

Photo by Amanda A11dree11 IT/re Pride 

Performer Tatiana entertains audience at LGBTQ dinner. 

opening of ASI's LGBTQ Pride 
Center last Friday night. Held at 
the Grand Salon in the Clarke 
Field House, the sold out event 
housed alumni, staff, students, 
and members of neighboring 
LGBTA communities on otber 
local campuses as they showed 
their support and excitement for 
the new center on campus. 

The new LGBTQ Pride Center 
director, Rodger D1Andreas, and 
Co-President, Bry,z,e Manning, 
of LGSTA and the Community 
Outreach & Resource Coordina­
tor for the LGBTQ Pride Center, 
shared the honor of introduc-

See Center, Page 4 

Relay for Life 
San Marcos high holds annual cancer walk 
BY AMANDA ANDREEN ferent cities across the nation. The 
Prjde Staff Writer overnight 24-hour eveI)t, Relay for 

Life creates a unique opportunity 
Each year the American Cancer to unite cancer survivors, those 

Society sponsors Relay for Life, an 
event held at different times in dif- See Relay, Page 4 

Career Center hosts annual job fair 
Thursday, Apri 1 10, 1008 -

The CSUSM Career Center held 
a job fair in the Kellogg Library 
Plaza from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. The job fair featured com­
panies including Target, Wells 
Fargo, Cox. Digital. and Sea 
World. Amethyst Hills, a soph­
omore at CSUSM, commented, 
"The job fair was really a good 

chance to meet so many different 
people from all different types of 
careers. It gave me an opportu­
nity to look at an assortment of 
jobs that I might be interested 
purs11ing in the near future." 
For further information regard­
ing job opport1.1nities visit the 
CS USM Career Center at: http:// 
www.csusm.edu/careers/ 
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OPINION 
Church;s influence on Sports 
Better late than never 

MLB previe·w 
BY DAV1D CHURCH 
Pride Staff Writer 

wi1h Aprii finally 
here, it means only one 
thirtg: Piayoffs-l But 
the othei thi11g that 
entefs the back of the 
rnin<i is basebaii So 
once again i1t is that 
time for Tifr1 Moore 
ai1<l I lo 1nake some bold predic­
tions about the baseball seas,00, 

CYX°~iii 
With Joh.an Santana jumping 

trinu the Aiiu:ri\!an League to 
tile Nac10r~i League., the AL cy 
Ymmg is up for- gra~. Li:tSt year 
I coo.k &. bo1d char.cc and picked 
ioitfi Lackey tii g~t the aw"fil"d and 
despite starting on the disabled 
list Lackey will have another 
career year similar to lMt yt:itf. 

Tiffi or. the other har,d piclcs 
second ye&r Daisuke Matsuzak.a 
tu ,get the job done in Bustoh. 

1n the NL, Tim and I show 
our biases as we both pU: local 
sports icon- and reigning NL l)' 
Young ch.a-mp, Jake Peavy. Peavy 
will have a tougher i.iine defend 
ing his title as Ben sheets, Bram­
don Webb and Santana will look 
to •dt'thror.e him. 

Most valuable playe.r 
I love it when my hometown 

Anaheim Angels, yes Anahim, 
get some l)liiise fr0t11 others, and 
Tim is -giving t~ newcumir Torili 

Hunter the respect of 
MVP honors. I on the 
other hand, I feel the 
guy who is on t0p is 
on top until someone 
ptovc:s otherwise. So 
Alex Rodriguez will 
be my MVP of the 
AL with Chone Fig­
gins and Vernon Wells 
close behind. 

On the other side, I t't:el that 
David Wfighi is going to be the 
guy who gets che job duii~. Tim 
on ·tI:ie Clher hand ~ going with 
Rafael Fureat who like Figgins 
would have Ill pruvt: himself with 
average, stolen b1:1ses, and rull!> 
soortd as both lift: lead off hitters 
wichlittle~. 

Biggest surpriSes 
Tim brought sOiiie valid po:int'S 

to the Ulble wM1 mentioning the 
Kali5$ City Royals and A:rizorw 
Diatnondbacks' third b&seifi&li, 
Mark Reynolds. Reynolds is off 
to a great start and is curccntly 
showing his power with five 
hornefiinS and I 5 RBf:s through. 
12 games and could be a seri­
ous cohsideration for the MVP. 
I will agree and say tlhat Kansas 
City wi II be a strong cont~nder 
againilt the Chicago W bite Sox 
and Cleveland lndians for the 
Cemrai division. 

But whein choosing a piayer, I 
am going to have to pick Kerry 
WOod whc> will moll'e than likely 

lead tfi,e majors in sa~·es in his 
first year as a closer as the Chi­
cago Cubsarea team that fails to 
maintain licads late imo games. 

Biggest disappointments 
I will agree with Tim \.\'hen 

he says that the Detroit Tigers 
we going to be the biggest dis­
appomtment. Although it is 
early and there is still plenty of 
baseball co be played. 1 don•t see 
them doing what 1 expected in 
the prcseason and winning the 
division. 

I wi II also have to agree with 
Tim when he says that Dontrelle 
Willis1 ship is slowly sinking 
and this m11y be c:he ye.ar thut he 
goes under. Willis has seen his 
numbcri:; deplete since 200:S, 
aru:i docs.11•t seem to be show~ 
ing any signs of chalige. The 
only thing Willis has going fo:r 
him is that the Tige.rs owe him 
$7 miUiun this year. $10 mil­
lion next yeat and $12 million 
in 20IO. 

The big pictutt 
As fOJ the playofls, I ~ee the 

Angeils pl~ying th,e Boston Red 
Sox for the AL crown, while the 
New York Mets will face the 
St. Louis Cardinals for the NL 
tide. Then in the World Series. 
I think that the Angels ace, John 
Lackey will out pitch John San• 
tana and earn MVP honors as 
the Angels will win thieitsecond 
title in their franchises history. 

Howwi:ll the proposed budget cuts ($386 milion to the CSU's) po·tentially 

"Y 
~.acMrs, ltiore m~vP.!• 

Uur,teU,;illp~ 
,P'teshmar,; 

impact your education? 

Q that all the classes 
' wilhtill be 

availabie." 
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Blood, 
Sweat, 
Tears, 
Children 

BY TORIA SAVEY 
Pride Staff Writer 

I've been thinking a lot 
about children lately. 

Before you ask, no, I'm 
not having one, and no, my 
biological clock isn't tick­
ing. I'm 24. I'm not even 
supposed to be done with 
the wild, drunken partying 
stage of my life (not that r 
had much of one to begin 
with - I'm an underachiever 
at underachieving). 

It all staned many moons 
,ago when l judged some­
one else. Now, I judge a !Qt, 
because it male.es the time go 
faster, and because quite hon­
estly, there are a lot of stupid, 
hypersensitive people in the 
world. Also. because I'm a 
bad person. Bul in this case. 
the girl in question wants to 
raise children as pa1rt of her 
life goal. She feels that one 
of the most important things 
sh.e can do is be a mother. 

Of course l judged. That's 
undoing 1010 years of femi­
nism. That me;ans people 
were subje-cted to the smell 
of burning bras for nothing. 
I mean. my grandmother had 
to chip away at the glass ceil­
ing with a plastic spork to get 
a management position back 

i.n the day . 
But despite the next phrase 

being the one !that ushers in 
the apocalypse rather qui'ckiy, 
l must· say it. I was wrong. And 
if you agreed wutln me. than 
you are too. 

My grandmother. who had 
t-0 knock out male competition 
by hitting their jugulars with 
her high heels;; poihted out that 
f'emintsm had nothing to do 
with not having kids. Jn fact, 
it had nothing to do with forc­
ing the housewives out of the 
kitchen.. lt was about choice. 

Yoo can :,tay home with 
your kids. But if you want to. 
you can ai:so get out th1ere and 
work. 1-Jecause of fem lnism, or 
women's liberation. or what­
ever you want to cail it, you're 
free to do whatever you want. 

The more I think. the more r 
realize that it might be easier 
to have a job as a cage fighter 
than to stay home and raise 
children. And yet, almost every 
mother tells Ine that having a 
c.:nild is tJne l)f the best things 
they've ever done. 

So when l:he time comes. 
pethaps [· \von't let ·wolves raise 
my child until it is toilettrained 
(Ii ke t told my future moi:her­
ln-~aw l was soing to do). 
Hopefully by then I'll have the 
tidiculousiy high work ethic to 
be a mother. 

l[f not though, they do 
still have packs of wolves In 
Canada, l think. 
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The unfair stigma of "Brokeback Mountain" 
BY. BILL RHEIN 
Pride Staff Writer 

At the 2006 
Oscars, the movie 
"Crash" walked 
away with the top 
prize. Though it 
was a decent fil~ 
about racism in 
American, the 
other nominated films dealt 
with riveting topics in a more 
intense and potent way. "Good 
Night and Good Luck" was the 
true story abo1.1t government 
censorship and "Munich" was 
a film about the repercussions 
of the assassination of Israeli 
athletes at the 1972 Olympic 
Game by Palestinian terror­
ists, and both have implica­
tions that are still are rel­
evant. In addition, "Capote" 
is the story about famous 
writer, Truman Capote, and 
the strtJ.ggles he faced as an 
author and a homosexual. 
However, the most dramati­
cally moving film of that year 
was "Brokeback Mountain." 
Not only did the Academy 
rob it of Best Picture, today it 
still faces the stigma as "that 
gay cowboy movie." 

In my experience, I ha¥e 
found that most of these com­
ments come from people who 
have not even seen the film. It 
is unfair to criticize such ·an 

important film with­
out personal experi­
ence. Unfortunately, 
people are unable 
to look beyond the 
element of homo­
sexuality and miss 
the art and inspir­
ing moments of this 
film. 
. Director Ang Lee 

made "Brokeback Moun­
tain" about ·more than left. 
wing propaganda. It has the 
clements that put it in the 
running for being one of 
the best films of the cur­
rent decade. The late Heath 
Ledger gave -the best per­
formanee of his career and 
deserved the nomination for 
Best Actor. His tragic death 
makes this performance 
that much more impor­
tant. In all other areas, this 
movie excelled, such as 
the cinematography, other 
actors, and the breathtak­
ing score. 

It is a mtmumental film 
meant to dispel ignorance, 
and yet still increases it 
in some people. However, 
there have been previous 
films about homosexual­
ity, this one is important 
because not only is it done 
well -· it boldly chaHenges 
the image of the American 
cowboy. 
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CSU Alliance: Budget cut impacts 
For up-to-date information, visit 
CSUSM's Budget Central online 
IMPACT TO CSUSM 
• A 10 percent budget reduction would be a $2.S million cut to CSUSM's current budget, with an additional $3.l million cut 

based on no growth, creating a total reduction of $5.6 million. 

• ihe cuts would mean larger cla:ss siz.es, reduced student support, and fewer course sections resulting in students taking 
longer to graduate. It would mean greater workload for CSU faculty and staff and no funding for compensation agreements 
resulting in a decline in employee morale and performance. 

• CSUSM grew over 25 percent in the last three years. Based on O percent growth, approximately 750 qualified students would 
not be able· to enroll if CSUSM! is not abl.e to accommodate additional new student enrollment 1n 2008-09. _first-time 
freshmen and transfer students who apply late to fall 2008 will not be considered unless enrollment space becomes available. 

• These cuts will erase significant gains the university has made to increase access for minoritY and underser11ed communities. 
CSUSM's student population now refle~s 22.4 percent Hispanic and 27.6 percent other minorities. 

IMPACT TO CSU 
• This budget cut is in addition to $522 million in funding cuts to the CSU between 2002 and 2005. 

• The CSU will be unable to provide access to 10,000 qualified students, mostly California residents, which will have a direct 
impact on the state's economy and on the key industries that our graduates enter, such as nursing, teaching, agr1culture, 
business, public administration and technology. Future demand for college graduates outweighs the supply by 6 percent -
representing a million graduates 

The CSU graduates 90,000 students each year, including 87 percent of education graduates, 64 percent of nurses, 65 percent 
of business professionals, 82 percent of those involved -in public administration, and more than half of the state's graduates in 
agriculture-related fields. 

• The proposed budget cuts to CSU would remove more than $1 billion from the state's economy. 

• The negative impact on student access would fall disproportionately on students from underrepresented communities. For 
2008, freshman applications to CSU for Lat inos are up by 21 percent and African Americans by 11 percent over previous years. 

IMPACT TO THE REGION 
• • Cuts to the CSU will be felt by the regional economy as CSUSM generates a total impact of $307 million, sustains 

5000 jobs, and generates.more than $16 million per year in tax revenue. 

• With 42.3 percent of all new students coming from North San Diego, and 18.6 percent from South San Diego th.e 
impact to college-bound students and their parents in the region will be devastating. 

The majority of our graduates enter into business, education, or other professional services fields. North County as 
a growing region is dependent on our graduates as teachers, nurses, business leaders, and seivice profession~fs. 

• CS USM' s alumni continue to live in California, with more than half working in San Diego County. Two out of five of 
our alumni work In education; more than two-thirds work in their chosen fields. 
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From NIGHT, page l 

"As such a big international 
problem, the fight against sexual 
assault can seem sometimes 
daunting. It seems so much 
bigger than our own individual 
lives. Something so huge, that 
it would be impossible to fight," 
said Hoodenpyle. "But by being 
here tonight) each and every one 
of us is demonstrating our com­
mitment to battling this problem. 
Even as impossible and daunting 
as it may sometimes seem." 

From VIGIL, page l 

the La JoUa and Pala Indian Res­
ervations. Dixon and Nelson were 
among several guests, watching 
while activists and community 
members spoke about the lives of 
farm m)rkers during the 1960s and 
1970s. 

Later in the evening, students and 
other community members laid car­
nations and lit.candles. They shared 
some experiences as immigrant 
workers -while they sat at the steps 
of Chavez Plaza. 

''With Cesar Chavez, a man like 
that truly deserves this honor,'' said 
.Nelson. "When we received this 
commission, we were very fortu­
nate to have done this." 

Before his death in 1993, Chavez 
spent more than two decades fight­
ing on the behalf of immigrant 
farm workers across California and 
Texas. He was responsible for the 
creation of the United Farm Work­
ers 'Union which organized strikes 
and boycotts to create higher wages 
for farm workers and immigrant 
rights. 

Boys who witness their 
fathers' violence are 10 times 
more likely to engage in spou­
sal abuse later in aduJthood 
than boys · from non-violent 
homes. 

A predominant voice in the 
night came from the males in 
attendance. They wore white 
ribbons, which represent the 
movement from men to end vio­
lence against women. The orga­
nization, Men Can Stop Rape, 
offered pamphlets and flyers 
at their booth listing ways men 

NEWS 
could prevent sexual violence. 

According to the Novem­
ber 2000 National Violence 
Against Women Surv~y, 17.6% 
of women in the United States 
have survived a completed 
or attempted rape. Of these, 
21.6% were younger than age 
12 when they were first raped, 
and 32.4% were between the 
ages of 12 and 17. 

One organization in attendance 
was Rape Aggression Defense 
or RAD. The program facilitates 
courses that offer women real-

1st1c self-defense tactics and 
techniques that could assist in 
the prevention ofrape or sexual 
assault. R.A.D. more specifi­
cally advertised their upcoming 
training course for April 11-13. 
The first course is $20 and ASI 
Women's Center is sponsoring 
the first 10 CSUSM students 
the RSVP. Those interested in 
the women's only course can 
R.S.V.P. by e-mail at www. 
csusm.edu/police/RAD.btm ot 
call (760) 750-4567. 

March 31 celebrates Cesar 
Chavez Day, which also happens 
to be his birthday. The week prior 
to honoring the day, the university 
presented "North County," a play 
that spoke about the Lives of North 
County Latino immigrants -- their 
lives, hopes, and dreams. 

l!hoto f>y Elbert Esgue"a/The Pride 

Students lay flowers at the steps of Chavez Plaza to pay tribute to activist Cesar Chavez during a candlelight 
vigil. 

From RELAY, page 1 

whose lives cancer bas greatly 
impacted, community members, 
and businesses to celebrate sur­
vival and ways to figh.t back against 
cancer. 

Usually hosted at local schools, 
fairgrounds, or parks, teams walk­
ing in the Relay are the core makeup 
of the event. Team members take 
turns in a sponsored walk-a-thon, 
in addition to other activities, which 
include entertainment, booths, and 
inspirational speakers aiming to 
raise money and awareness about 
cancer and the ACS. 

Last year, Relay for Life raised 
$33.3 million in California alone, 
with over 12,388 participating 
teams with 34,572 cancer survi­
vors participating in the sponsored 
even.ts. More than 3.5 million 

people participate in Relay for Life 
nationwide each year, and this past 
\,\,eekend, hundreds participated at 
San Marcos High School. 

Cal State San •Marcos student 
and staff writer Lance Cartelli 
said, "The event ""as amazing. 
Seeii:ig ev~ryone affected by cancer 
coming together whether il be 
people that have family members 
or friends that died from cancer or 
the survivors of cancer, everyone 
coming together for a single cause 
and telling why they are 'relaying' 
was amazing and one of the most 
beneficial experiences T have ever 
seen." 

Many student organizations 
participated in this year's event 
including several CSUSM frater­
nities and sororities. 

For more information, please 
visit www.relayforlife.org 

VIDEOGAME INDUSTRY JOB OPPORTUNITY, 
IN FUN FAST-PAC:1£D PROMOTIONS COMPANY! 

. Seeks Dynamic Marketing Assistant. 
MBC Promotions, located in Oceanside, specializes in national 

media and partnership promotions. 
Proficiency in Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint are 

needed. Passion for videogames is a definite plus! 
Position will be part-time and requires a personable personality. 

No phone calls accepted, will reply to all applicants. 
Fax (760) 639-3796 or email reswne and cover letter to 

jobs l@mbcpromotions.<:O'm 

From SLEEPLESS, ~age 1 

Participants are expected 
to arrive between 5 p.m. and 
8 p.m. at Liberty Station in 
Point Loma witn their own 
sleeping gear. The San Diego 
rescue mission has indicated 
on their website that the 
event will not be cancelled on 
account of inclement weather, 
saying, "the homeless sleep 
outside even· in unfavorable 
weather." 

"This year, it is the goal 
of Alpha Kappa Psi to shed 
light on these issues to stu­
dents who do not typically 
see these problems in North 
County," CSUSM sophomore 
and member of Alpha Kappa 
Psi, Melissa Mattingly said. 
"Our goal is to raise $2500 
to donate to the San Diego 
Rescue Mission." 

Mattingly, who was recently 
crowned Miss Escondido, 
said, "I found out about the 
San Diego Rescue Mission 
through the Miss Escondido 
pageant, and l have been 
working with them ever since 
I won." 

Like a walkathon, partici­
pants will conduct fundrais­
ing for "Sleepless in San 

Diego" through the acqui­
sition of sponsors, usually 
friends, family, co-workers 
and neighbors. 

According t~ Alpha Kappa 
Psi, "Donations to the San 
Diego Rescue Mission go 
to support two core recov­
ery programs encompassing 
in-deptn services for last­
ing change, as well as an 
emergency shelter, . provid­
ing men, women and fami­
lies the opportunity for both 
immediate relief and long­
term transformation." 

As of April 10, Alpha 
Kappa Psi has raised $3200, 
far exceeding its initial fund­
raising goat While there 
is a minimum donation of 
$50 required to get into the 
evel)-t for most participants, 
students participating with 
Alpha Kappa Psi are asked 
to donate just $10. 

Alpha Kappa Psi is still 
looking to get as many 
people involved ih the event 
as possible and hopes to 
garner media attention at the 
event. Students interested in 
participating should contact 
Alpha Kappa Psi at akpsi_ 
pu@yahoo.com . fo1 more 
information. 

THE PRIDE 

From CENTER, page l 

ing the night's entertainment. 
Ranging from the ballads of 
international singer/songwriter 
Tiamo De Vettori, to spoken 
word performances by Kim­
berly Dark and Miz Liberty, 
to colorful and energetic dance 
numbers by dtag queens Tati­
ana, Marilyn McWilliams, and 
Moment St. John, the evening 
was lively, light-hearted and 
jubilant. 

Highlighting the vision for 
the LG~TQ Pride Center as a 
place that "creates, sustains, and 
strengthens an open, inclusive, 
safe, and affirming environ­
ment f9r lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex, queer, 
questioning, and ally communi­
ties," all present for the celebra­
tion affirmed and empowered 
CSUSM's next step in bettering 
the campus community. 

• "The Pride center is a great 
addition to ASI's programs 
and services sponsored by 
education, advocacy, support, 
resource information, and a 
safe place for all students," said 
ASI CEO and President Cait­
lin Gelrud. ~'It was through the 
voice and advocacy of CSUSM 
students that this center was 
established. In the spring of 
2007, the ASI Board of Direc­
tors approved the strategic 
planning and establishment of 
the LGTBQ Center." 

Manning introduced the. 
keynote speakei:, Windmeyer, 
as "the leading author on gay 
campus issues, a national leader 
in gay and lesbian civil rights, 
and a champion for LGBT 
issues on college campuses. 
He is the executive director of 
'Stop the Hate' and the execu­
tive director for 'Campus Pride,' 
the only national organization 
for student leaders and eampus 
organizations working to 
create a safor campus environ'~ 
ment for LGBT students,'.' and 
spoke about his several books 
addressing LGBT students and 
involvement in sororities and 
fraternities. 

"One of the things I think the 
LGBTQ Center is really about 
is the.community," said Wind­
meyer, "and I'm not telling you 
anything new when it comes 
to how important community 
is on a college campus ... This 
shou1dn't just be about LGBTQ 
people, this should be about 
the entire campus community. 
And the LGBTQ Pride Center 
should be a place where we can 
educate across intersections of 
identity." 

Toward the end of the evening 
Dr. Bridget Blanshan, Dean of . 
Students at CS USM, recognized 
alumni and graduating students 
who have and had worked hard 
in the LGBTA community on 
campus by honoring them, their 
courage, and commitment to 
the campus community with 
a special certificate and com­
mencement cord. 

The LGBTQ Pride Center 
is now open and located at 
Commons 201. More infor­
mation about the center and 
its resources can be accessed 
online at csusm.edu/asi/lgbtq, 
or by visiting the center. 
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ASI alternative Spring Break 

The act of giving is so much more 
' BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 

Pride Staff Writer 

Students Shane Skelton, Sara Gallegos and Jamie lnarda lifting a 
roff truss during construction while on Spring Break. 

While other students were 
relaxing or vacationing during 
spring break, a handful of 

CSUSM students packed 
their bags and flew out to 
New Orleans for an alter-

native to the conventional 
spring break. 

For its fifth year, 
ASI worked along­

side Habitat For 
Humanity: 

a non-
profit, 

Christian housing ministry dedi­
cated to eliminate homelessness 
by building low cost homes for 
those in need. 

The group of students, led by 
Sara Gallegos, worked on a house 
that had been framed just the 
week before. The group's proj­
ects included attaching hurricane 
straps to the outer wall studs, 
double top plating, exterior wall 
sheathing, lifting roof trusses 
onto the roof, putting all the roof 
trusses in place, and almost com­
pleting the roof sheathing. 

Students even had the opportu­
nity to meet and get to know the 
woman whose home they were 

building. 
"This woman has been 

Jiving in her FEMA trailer 
for the past three years next 
to her house that she can no 
longer live in because of the 
extensive damage from the 
hurricane. She just now was 
able to qualify for a Habitat 
home that is luckily being 
built on her land," said Gal­
legos. 

Habitat for Humanity typi­
cally buys land, builds homes 

on the land, and then sells the 
homes for reduced prices to those 

who qualify for need. 
"It was a great experience for 

everyone to meet the owner and get 
to know her throughout the week. 

She was so kind and grateful, she 
even made us lunch twice," added 
Gallegos. 

The experience offered par­
ticipants the opportunity to wit­
ness the progress and also, lack of 
progress, since the destruction of 
Hurricane Katrina back in 2005. 

"I did lead a group to New 
Orleans last year and after that 
experience and able to go back one 
year later, not much has changed. 
There has been a minute amount 
of rebuilding, but positively there 
seems to be a I ittle more life in the 
city, especially in those areas most 
affected." 

The group had downtime during 
their weeklong trip, touring New 
Orleans to see the Garden District 
and French Quarter, and taking a 
dinner/jazz cruise on the Missis­
sippi River. They also attended 
an NBA game against the New 
Orleans Hornets and the New York 
Knicks. 

The annual event is gaining 
momentum through student par­
ticipation each year. Students 
interested in an alternative spring 
break next years houldkeep an eye 
out for applications in October. 

"I would encourage anyone 
who is thinking about volunteer­
ing there to just go," said Gal­
legos. •·There is still so much to be 
done and the residents there are so 
appredat ive," 

Can't find affordable 
health insurance? THE CENTRE FOR ADVANCED LASER AESTHETICS 

There are options available for 
students on and off of campus 
BY 
Pride Staff Writer 

A notable concern amongcollege students 
isqualityhealthcare insurance. While it can 
be difficult to find a policy that adequately 
covers student needs, if one "browses 
around" there are many private insurance 
policy options available to suit an individ­
ual's particular requirements. ln addition, 
many insurance packages that are available 
are specifically designed for student situa­
tions. 

As a short brief CSUSM's requires all 
students to have health insurance (includ­
ing international students). Consequently, 
the university does have a health insurance 
policy available. 

The health insurance policy offered by 
CSU SM is advocated for those who do not 
have privatemedical or liability insurance. 
The policy also offers hospitalization ben­
efits and other specific medical servfoes. 

Students also have the option of purchas­
ing the insurance policy on a semester or 
yearly basis. To enroll in the student health 
insurance plan, visit the Associated Students 

Office in Commons 205 and/or Student 
Health Services. 

There is also extended student health 
insurance offered by CSU Health Link 
that covers medical needs that exceed the 
resources of Student Health and Counseling 
Services such as specialist and emergency 
rooms referrals. 

Students can run into some tricky prob­
lems when their parents' insurance policy 
no longercoversthem or when students have 
jobs that do not offer insurance benefits, so 
it is best to research and find a specific or 
comprehensive-policy that can serve particu­
lar concerns. 

To find the best policy, just research and 
find a plan that works-some plans have 
year-rolllld coverage, some are based on 
full-time/part-time student status, and some 
are more flexible with doctor and hospital 
choices. 

To get a general idea about college health 
insurance plans and some get common 
questions answered, visit insurance car­
rier's websites, or check the following: 
http://www.co II egeinsuranceonl in e.com/ 
fa~.htm. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Camp Summer Jobs 

Magd'alena Edee Family YMCA is ~ life guanls. camp 4ounseJocs agd 
caIItp unit leaders. Check out our we!Ete at ecke.ymca.org 

IJJ'fJU ~Id llkll to p,d in a~ 4<1nt¢t purudvertamg ilepp,r.,nl!11t (P 

. .prl'tle_iidt@.csum.edu 

BE READY FOR BIKINI SEASON! 

p 

BE HAIR FREE! 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
:ULTRA FAST LASER HAIR REMOVAL : 

Buy one get one 
FREE 

(starting from $50} 
• lip or Chin, Bikini lane, Brazilian, 

Underarms, Legs, Back 
• Al 0ff9l'i Wild willl lhla ad. Finll line dlenb only. Eicp.6115,'08 • 

• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . .. . ....... . . 
ups ENHANCEMEtil 

$249 (reg. price $349} 

• M offets valid With this ad. First tine cient only. E)q>.8116/06) • . . . ._ ... . .. .......... . . . .. .. . 
760-436-6333 858-205-7207 

3257 Gamin~ de Los COches, Suite 305, Car1sbad 
In New Henry's Shopping Center 

Acne Treatmen~ PhotoFacial/Skin Rejuvenation, Wrinkle Reduction, Cellulite Treatmem, Lipo-Oissolve 
laser Vein Removal, Restylane, Botox, Peel5i Microdermabrasion_ Scar & Pigmentation Removal. 
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The new University Store has your CSUSM gear ~ix and more ... 
STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY AMANDA ANDREEN 
Pride Staff Writer 

The opening of the new University Store 
on April 7 not only marks an exciting day 
for the University's foundation, but it also 
begins a new chapter for all CS USM mem­
bers to revive their school spirit and nur­
ture the growing campus community. In 
addition to tbe now textbook-only store 
located downstairs from the new 
store on the fifth floor of Craven 
hall, the University Store is open 
and eager to serve students· in 
many new ways. 

"As a non-profit cor-
poration operati11g 
for the benefit of our 
campus community, 
we feel that this is a 
s_tep in th~-right di'rec­
tion. rt may be a small 
d ifference,in our campus 
as a whole, but it is always 
exciting to 
be a part of • 
-the campu_s 
growing and. 
moving for- . 

~~{~'~ ~~§~~ti--Xa y Brown, 
the manager of the 
University Store. 

Currently 
operating on 
limited hours 
since the 
main selling 
period for t(}xt­

books this semes­
ter is now over, the 
University Bookstore 
(downstairs) will only be open from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday, and 
closed on Fridays. The new University 
Store (upstairs) will be open Monday­
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. If stu-

• dents need a book or textbooks from tlie 
Bookstore during off hours, as long as the 
University Store is open, there will be a 
clerk service available, so all a student has 
to do is go to the University Store, request 

the textbook and a staff member will go 
downstairs and retrieve the book. 

Merchandise in the new University Store 
is similar to that previously available in the 
Bookstore. However, the amount carried, 
the layout, and the choices of merchandise 
have expanded. With plenty of Cougar 
ware for alumni, students, 

moms, dads, chil-
dren and extended family members, find­
ing that special college spirit item is even 
easier in the new University store. There 
is also tal.k of ex.panding the general mer­
chandise in the University Store to include 
general books, magazines, gift items, and 
hosting off-hounictivities. "We really want 
to make it more of a destination where stu­
dents that do live at UVA would want to 
come here to the store," said Brown. "This 

SELF REGISTER FOR CAMPUS EIERGENtY ALERTSltl 
In order fo receJve Campus Emergency Alerts you ...-t-

self req.tster into 11te system II 
To furtherstrengthen campus emergency preparedne.$S·Cal State'" 
San Marcos has implemented,,~ mass.notifi~job ~ste'r!l ~ ­
communicate wifb the .campQs community ~urtnQ times of 
emergency. Thts system allows students, faculty and staff to 
detennine how they would like to be notified Jf the campus· should 
-experience an emergency. 
Choices include one.or more of the following: 

• S""S1extine$$«ge (Standard~ ~~Ing'"* appl)'} 
• Cellphorl• • • • • 

• ca~e.ma11 
•· Persooat.,ei-miil 
• Hoffle,phone. 
• Wo11(pi,one 

To register go to: www.csusm.edu/ep. and follow the prompts 
to enter your personal informa.tion 

is such a perfect location. We're really 
lookjng forward to getting more involved 
on the campus." 

No matter what time of year, students 
will always be able to find the classic gray, 
white, and navy CSUSM and Cougar logo 
wear, but students can also expect to see 
seasonal fashion-forward merchandise 
that reflects current fashion trends and 
allows students to sho:w off their CS USM 
pride in the store. "We carry what we call 
'Ra-Ra or school-spirited thin.gs, which is 
our thing with the new cougar logo, but we 
mi;x in a little bit of fashion with it," said 

Brown. 
The new store is easily acces­

sible, fully stocked, and 
planned with college stu­
dents in mind. Complete 
with an Apple computer 
and product section, soon 
sn1dents will be able to 

test the Apple products for 
themselves before purchasing 

them, and all students are 
eligible for the college 

student discount 
available through 
Apple on products 
like iPods, Mac 
laptops, and other 
Apple program 
software that the 

University Store 
carries. 

With the end of the 
semester approach­
ing,Brownempha­
sized the big push 
the University 
Store is 
doing for 
textbook 

buybacks. 
"That's all based on teachers' 
requisitions," said Brown, "so if the 
teachers get their orders in, that's 
how we gage our buyback. We 
know that textbooks are expensive, 
and there is a textbook affordability 
issue on all campuses." 

Whether the University Store is 
a destination for textbooks or an 
embroidered CSUSM sweatshirt­
there is still a big issue the Univer-

Student employee Jenny Quijada models 
sweatshirts and other merchandise. 

sity Store is working on to help students 
on campus: the cost of textbooks. That is 
why the University Store is offering a new 
scholarship program in coordination with 
ASI to cover the cost of textbooks. "It's 
something we started this past spring," 
said Brown. "We're calling it the 'Text­
book Rewards Program' and we're work­
ing in conjunction with ASI." 

Each semester 10 students can receive 
the scholarship, which covers the cost of 
textbooks up to $450 per student. "It wasn't 
marketed for Spring '08-we ended up 
giving out 6 for Spring, but it's going to 
be a big push for Fall," said Brown. ' 'There 
are requirements and they can pick up all 
the information from AS[ or here. It's a 

nice thing to do to give 
back to the stu­

dents." 

Pink and white shirts for women are only a small portion of the new seasonal merchandise 
available to students 
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larfft 
BY AMY SALISBURY 
Pride Staff Writer 

Not just for hippies 
One week from today, the United States 

will celebrate its 38th annual Earth Day. 
As the result of nearly four decades of 
environmental awareness, the surface of 
April 22nd is synonymous with tree-hug­
ging, hemp clothes, and liberal protests. 
A far cry' from polit~ in the 60s and 70s, 
the modern Earth Day presents revolution­
ary thinking and opportunities for e\!ery 
Aroerican to change the world for the 
better. 

April 22, 1970 was the first official Earth_ 
Day in America. Followrng his election 
into the U.S. Senate in 1962, former Wis­
consin State Senator and Governor Gaylord 
Nelson took up environmental preservation 
activism under the presidency of John. F. 
Kennedy. "For several years," Nelson said, 
"it had been troubling me that the state of 
our environment was simply anon-issue in 
the politics of the country." Thus, Nelson 
and Kennedy set out on an environmen­
tal conservation tour through the states in 
the fall of 1963 to raise awarene.c;s on the 
issues. Unfortunately, the tour was largely 
a failure. Nelson felt that even though the 
tour barely received any political attention, 
"it was the germ of the idea that ultimately 
flowered into Earth Day." As Nelson con­
tinued his presence in the U.S. legislature, 
he traveled to as many states as he could. 
Troubling evidence of environmental deg­
radation was apparent all over the coun­
try, yet eoncern over the facts was wholly 
absent from the political agenda. Through 
Nelson's talks and activism, he created a 
somewhat backwards course of action: he 

took the'issues to the people before 
appealing to the government. 

Pinally, in 1970, Nelson took part '°~"',: 

in an environmental "teach-in", which O 
1), ~ 
~ acted as a response to the rising perception J>,_.¼-

6 
of ecological conditions across the nation. Recy- ~ .. ~,,,,7: 
E h D I' • ~eA art ay itself was a spontaneous reac- c mg 1s .-..,~ 
tion to the millions of Americans Nelson easy as our campus 
reached out to looking to raise environ- sets a great .example 
mental interests to the forefront of poli- of how pafoless·:th.e act 
tics. "That was the remarkable thing about, really is. Plus, Cal~for; 
Earth Day," Nelson remembers, "it orga- nia pays consumers 5 
nized itself." cents per can or 

With "going green" as the newest trend, bottle returned 
there are certainly plenty of opportuni- to a recycling 
ties to get involved this Earth Day. The . facility (in case 
government has stepped up environmen- the environment isn't 
ta! awareness, presenting a whole host of incentive enough). 
ways to promote cleaner air with a public Earth Day bas fundamen-
education group called "It AJl Adds Up." tally become more of a state 
The group's focus is on ways that commu- of mind than an observed 
nities can reduce air pollutants through event. With technologi­
more conscientious commuting. "It All cal strides promoting the 
Adds Up" offers tips for dropping indi- usc of compact fluores­
vidual pollutant production from autos. cent light bt1lbs, hybrid 
By simply keeping a car's tires properly _ cars, and encrgy-efncient 
inflated, fuel use can decrease by up to 18 appliances, there arc virtu­
gallons a year. Getting regular tune-ups is ally no products th.at encour­
also essential; a well-maintained car wil] age harm to the environment. 
produce 20% less ozone emissions than Even the easiest of actions 
one that is not. make an impact.: using less hot . 

Moreover, "reduce, reuse, recycle" may water, taking public transportatiofi, 
as well be Earth Day's slogan. Reduce use or planting a tree. 
of disposable products by buying perma- To get involved in the San Diego area, 
nent items, and refrain from buying prod- Balboa Park hosts its 19th anoual Earth­
ucts that have large amounts of packaging. Fair on Sanday April 20th which provides 
Reuse plastic grocery bags as trash bags, use amultitilde of environmental preservation_ 
hand towels in the kitchen rather than rolls opportunities. For more information on 
of paper towels, and donate unwanted items 1be event -and volunteer sign-ups, Yisit 
t0 charities rather than throwing them out. http://www.earthdayweb,org/. -

" '.,._- -.:.1, ~~ 

BY LEVI MARTINEZ 
Pride Staff Writer . , 

Forgetting an mp3 pjayer or iPod at 
home shouid no longer be a burden. There 
is an easy to use website which allows the 
user to upload a playlist of 12 songs (each 
song not being larger than lOmb) and keeps 
everyone's favorite playlist a click away. 

whether it is to work or a quick 
study session at the library­
Muxtape is a great way to 
create a backup music plan. 

BY BILL RHEIN 
Pride Staff Writer 

Hypem.com or The Hype 
Machine is- another Internet 
revolution for the music indus­
try. In the world of biogs, sev­
eral pertain to music reviews 
and opinions. The Hype 

On muxtape.com it takes no 
more than I 5 seco~ds fo create 
a free account. This website not 
only allows the user to listen to 
music from any computer with 
internet access, it also creates a 
community of playlists which 
allow all its members to listen to 
~ch others top songs. 

Muxtape works by browsing 
the user's saved media files and 
uploading it to the. site in which the 
person agrees to share their playlist 
with everyone. Listening to music 
is simple as well, after creating a 
playlist or browsing through other 
members' playlist the user clicks 
on the title of the song and the song 
begins to stre~, want to pause the 
songjust click on the title again and 
it pauses. 

Another great feature which 
Muxtape provides is allowing 
the user to add its favorite play­
list from other -members by press­
ing add playlist or remove playlist 
if the user decides it nci longec 
pleases them. 

As an avid music listener Mux­
tape allows me to take my favorite 
songs with me to wherever I go, 

Check out my Muxtape mix 
at muxtape.com under user­
narne: CSUSM2008. 

~ ·~·­--•u!.:...:.'.:: ... - - ~ 
~-,.. --- ---::.r --

Machine is a resource where the registered 
music biogs come together in a convenient 
way for Internet users. The site tracks the 
activity on a wide variety of blogs and 
relays the posts· onto it for easier browsing 
of music opinions. 

The mission, according to the sjte, is to 
inform people of music they are unaware 
of and expose them to new possibilities. 

Internet users can browse music 
according to the reviews of othexs 
that have similar taste. Previews 
of songs are available, as well as 
a link to the Am:izon ond iTuncs 
music stores. The founders of the 
site intended .this to steer people 
to new artists and help them make 
money through sales. 

The Hype Machine ts user­
friendly for all users, but acc.ord­
ing to the site, the most popular 
demographic is "a more male, 
fairly wealthy, youthful, more edu­
cated crowd." Another bonus is the 
amount of reviews made possible 
by the live indexing of songs and 
artists. The Hype Machine makes 
searching for and diSCQvering new 
tunes much easier, as compared 
with searching on individual biogs. 
In addition, unlike published music 
reviews, these are the honest and 
raw opinions of"musicphiles." 

Though the site favors the alter-
native and indie types of music, it 
contains information to interest 
fans of al types of music. People 
who are open to new music should 
try The Hype Machine because it 
is a resource of music biogs unlike 
any other site. 
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The Evolution of Dance 
- ..... .. - r-BY JONATHAN E. THOMPSON 

Pride Staff Writer 

'The Evolution of Dance" can 
be found on youtube.com. 1ne six-

~ltitr) \!'affli) 

·~ron,m~. 

falls down on cue according to 
the chorus of the song. 

"I was at a party once and 
thought I would bust out the 
robot mo~ It didn't go over 
so great. I think I should 
take lessons from the guy in 

minute video currently has close to 
82 million views. The sheer rumber 
of viewers is in direct cooelation with the 
sheer genius of Judson Laipply, an inspira­
tional comedian. The six decade ranging 
video can be app-eciated by all ages. 

The video features dozens of popular 
songs and popular dances ranging from 
the 50s to the early millennium. The video 
begins with Elvis Presley's "Hound Dog" 
and ends with Jay Zs "Dirt cff Your Shoul­
der." The recorded stand-up act portrays a 
crowd thrilled with his extremely well exe­
cuted performance. Literally in both song 
and dance, he does not miss a beat. 

The fhwless video seems to reach a peak 
of entertainment during Chumbawamba's 
"I Get Knocked Down." Laipply repeatedly 

the video," said junior Business Ml!or Kyle 
McClellan. 

More importantly the video embodies an 
all encompassi~ philosophy: oflen times, 
people become so focused on their favorite 
music that they alienate the rest. Music is a 
part oflife. To eryoy a well-balanced life, all 
music should be considered regatdless. For 
an education on the progression of music 
and dances please take six minutes and view. 
'1"he Evolution of Dance." It would be inter­
esting to see an updated version of the video. 
Perhaps Mr. Laipply could get hyphy and 
thizz it Cl.It next time around. 
Link:youtube.com/ 

watch?v=dMH0bHeiRNg 

Upgrade your day with a delicious nutritious fresh fruit smoothie. 
life is good when you live life juiced! 

. . ................. . ........................... ! ...... . 

Pay for a small, get a medium. 
Pay for medium, get a large. 
Simple as 1hat! 
Bring this In to your local Juice II Up! 

: for your FREE size-upgrade. . 

. . 150 locations 
and growing! • 

www.juiceitup.com : 

PUASf lHDUM ONOR BEIOII Wtf 6. 2008 ll ,nr PARflCl'AlN) JUla ff tl'!lOCATIOH N01 VMf:>\'illlfAM OMR 
COUPOHSOl!OfFEltS IJWT ONEl'tR 01510"'8! PfltVISlf WIIHTHISCOUPOH tCUPOltNOTVAUO 11 ~PIIODUC' o~ 

• CONO NO<:ASl4WIK lXCWOES6WIW!llUN05#«1POWEt~ 0 200IJIM:ElrlJII • 
: lotl1WC>t5f~CAU.•-&ee70.u<t ~ • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

School1s not out for the summer 
How to make the best of summer school options 

BY 
Pride Staff Writer 

Summer school is a great option for 
students whether their need is accel­
eration or remediation. While summer 
school is a good opportunity to catch 
up on college credits there are various 
concerns to be aware ofin choosing to 
enroll in summer courses. It is impor­
tant to remember that summer pro­
grams are shorter and more condense 
in time than regular semester classes. 
Summer programs include a whole 
semester's worth of work, so be aware 
to not take too many classes and do 
not expect it to be easier than regular 
semester classes. 

At CSUSM there are several dead­
lines, so be sure to keep track of them 
to successfully register and begin 
classes. To find out what tuition and 
fees may be (depending on how many 
credits are taken) check the summer 
school information webpage on 
MyC SUSM: http://sweb.csusm.edu/ 
Schedule/200830/fees.asp. 

The priority enrollment period is 
from April 7 to April 21, 2008. Any 
holds on record need to be cleared 
before proceeding. From April 22 
to June I (Summer 2008 schedule 
adjustment period), a student may add 
or drop classes in the newly instated 
MyCSUSM system. The payment 
deadline for classes registered up to 
May 14 is May 15, 2008. For classes 
that are registered on or after May 15, 
fees are due by the next business day 
at noon. 

The first day of classes starts June 2 
and the add/drop period is from June 
2 to June 9, 2008. June 9 is the last 
day to drop a class (that meets for the 
summer first session) with no aca-

demic record. June 9 is also the last 
day to add a summer 2008 class that 
meets for the first part of the term 
including full session, first session 
and second session. On June IO for 
late registration be prepared to pay 
late registration and adding fees. July 
6 is the last day of classes for those 
that meet for the first term. 

The second session of summer starts 
beginning on July 7. July IO is the last 
day to drop classes without academic 
record. August 9 is the last day of 
classes for the second term. 

For more details and to register 
for summer school, check CSUSM's 
summer school class offerings through 
MyCSUSM: In addition, CSUSM 
Extended Studies also provides many 
summer programs so check their class 
offerings. 

If CSUSM does not offer a particu­
lar class for a student, a good alter­
native choice is to check out local 
community colJeges such as Palomar 
or Mira Costa, which offer plenty of 
classes to suit one's academic needs. 
Apply for admission (if one is a new 
student) as soon as possible in order to 
register for classes sooner before they 
fill up to limits. Another benefit for 
taking classes at community colleges 
is that the costs can sometimes be less 
expensive than at universities. 

Overall, summer school can be a 
helpful choice for students, but to 
make it a beneficial experience there 
is a duty as a responsible student. As a 
student, make sure to factor in devot­
ing enough time to classes and other 
comprehensive details including class 
offerings, work status, and finan­
cial situation and plan one's schedule 
accordingly. 

Mini-Dorms in San Diego becoming a 
big problem for students and neighbors 
BY ROSS LICHTMAN 
Pride Staff Writer 

We have alJ heard of the term "mini­
dorms," but what exactly are they? 
According to the city of San Diego 
a mini-dorm is any house or apart­
ment having three or more living areas 
including rooms and lofts. These mini­
dorms have been popping up all around 
San Diego for decades. The amount of 
I iving area is just too small for the mas­
sive amount of college students that 
reside throughout the entire city. 

With colleges such as SDSU, CSU SM, 
UCSD, Mira Costa, Palomar, and the 
San Diego City College campuses that 
are all stationed in San Diego there are 
thousands and thousands of students 
that need places to I ive. 

As a sophomore at CS USM Jack Over­
man says, ''Living in a mini-dorm is a 
lot more convenient. It makes rent a lot 
cheaper when you live with a bunch of 
people rather than I iving with another 
person somewhere else. And with such 
a high cost of living here in San Diego, 
the more money s~ved the better." 

The problem with these kinds ofl iv i ng 
situations is the fact that the houses that 
students are moving into were origi­
nally created for just one family. Stu­
dents are known to pack 10-15 kids into 
a house that was made for a family of 
4 or 5. Neighbors complain because of 
the excess noise and trash, not to men-

tion the amount of cars due to limited 
parking. 

Both sides of the spectrum have their 
reasonable points, but so far nothing 
has been done to change it. With the 
ever-increasing amount of college stu­
dents pouring into every county of San 
Diego the amount of mini-dorms is only 
going to increase each year. 

As a student down at SDSU, Alli­
son Ives believes that "mini-dorms just 
make everything a lot easier for every­
one. Living in a house with 7 girls makes 
rent a lot lower and I love having so 
many people over all the time, although 
I can tell it does annoy the neighbors 
a lot." With students needing places to 
live and families needing more peace 
and quiet throughout their neighbor­
hoods is there any way to create a com­
promise? 

The city of San Diego is currently 
holding meetings and thinking about 
placing ordinances around the city in 
order to limit the amount of mini-dorms 
that are allowed to stay standing. Laws 
are also being thought of to banish 
mini-dorms altogether. 

If this is truly the case then a lot of 
homeless college students will be look­
ing for places to live within the next 
few years. The city needs to figure out 
a good compromise in order to allow 
students to get a great education while 
still living in the beautiful city of San 
Diego. 
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CSUSM Baseball blows out 
Occ,idental and Dominguez Hills 
BY LANCE CARTELLI 
Pride Staff Writer 

In their first game of the week, the Cougars 
dominated Occidental College (10-16). 

The Cougars came out the gate strong scor­
ing 11 runs in the first three innings, while 
not giving up a run until the bottom of the S"' 
inning. 

Already leading 4-0, the Cougars had a big 
second inning, scoring five runs, highlighted 
by Jackson Chapelone and Johnny Omahen 
with two-RBI base hits. 

Pitcher, Johnny Holtman got the win giving 
up only two runs of six hits in five innings of 
woJk The Cougars blew out Occidental <Al­
lege 16-2 in a strong pitching and hitting per­
fonnance from the team. 

In the final game of the week, the Cougars 
scored double digits .again in another blow­
out against Cal State Dominguez Hills. 

Losing 2-1 in the top of the 4lli inning, the 
Cougars scored nine runs to blow the game 
open. Dane Ponciano hit a three run home 
run to give the Cougars a 4-2 lead to begin 
the huge offensive explosion. Terry Moritz 
also added a two-run home run to give the 
Cougars a 10-2 lead. 

Pitcher, Jared Suwyn picked up his 2nd win 
of the season to even his record to (2-2). The 
final score was 14-4 to advance the Cou­
gars even further over .500 with a record of 
17-14-1. 

The Cougars travel to La Sierra l.Tniver­
sicy on Sunday for a doubleheader, starting 
at noon. 

Track· and Field looks goo~ at UCLA 
CSUSM Track and Field competed in the 

Rafer Johnson/Jackie Joyner-Kersee Invita­
tional on Friday and Saturday at UCLA. 

The Cougars put up multiple top-IO fin­
ishes amongst some of the best athletes in 
the nation. 

Top-10 finishes are as follows: 
Ashleigh Davis took 8th in the women's 

I 00-meter hurdles with a time of 14.61, 
Billy Walker finished 8th in the men's 

100-meter dash with a blistering 10.93. 
Dallon Williams placed 9th in the wom­

en's 1,500-meter ruri, tim.ing in at 4:37. 
Kyle Hu.ghes finished sixth in the men's 

-steeplechase with a time of9:47. 
Ronnie McFadden just missed the top-JO 

in the discus, with his throw 'of 43.74 meters 
earning him 11th. 

*Info compiled from www.csusm.edu/ 
athletics 

How safe is ''safe sex%''~ • 
k@~ ·th• f.-,~ th• ~ YourCuiun•nd~ oif n, 

' Mw. ii~ , ~ .r~ 
~ t...,tdto~ 

Cougars crack NAIA 
national rankings· 
CSUSM Softbc;1ll splits 
doubleheader with Concordia after 
snagging the national #21 ranking 

BY TIM MOORE 
Pride Staff Writer 

CSUSM Softball broke info the 
national spotlight last week, cracking 
the NAIA Top-25 with a #21 ranking 
in the 4/9 poll. The feat is the first of 
its kind in the two-year history of the 
program. 

The Cougars attempted to earry the 
good vibes into their Saturday dou­
bleheader w ith Concordia University, 
however a series of missed opportuni­
ties cost them game one. The Cougars 
bounced back and won game two in 
dramatic fashion. 

In game one, the Cougars got on the 
board early, scoring a run in the first 
inning on a Shanti Poston RBI single, 
scoring Elizabeth Bush. The Cougars 
took the 1-0 lead into the top of the 
fourth when pitcher, Melissa Lerno ran 
into trouble, giving up four runs. The 

• Cougars had two shots_ at a comeback, 
scoring one run in the sixth, strand­
ing three_ base-runners, and one run in 
the seventh, leaving two base-runners, 
resulting in a 4-3 loss. 

In game two, Concordia scored in the 
top of the fitst inning, only for it to be 
countered in the bottom half by the Cou~ 
gars. The Cougars broke the tie in the 
bottom . of the fifth, however Concor­
dia posted a run to tie the game at 2-2 
in the sixth inning. The tie stood until 
the bottom of the seventh inning, where 
Leilani Madrigal doubled to get on base. 
Holly Russell singled Madrigal to third 
base where an Erica Coelho squeeze bunt 
scored Madrigal for the walk-off win. 

The Cougars' record advances to 
24-12 on the season. The Cougars face 
Point Loma today, before fiu::ing the #1 
ranked Cal Baptist University in a dou­
bleheader on Saturday at Mission Hills 
H.S. at noon. 

6th Annual International Fair 
Thursday April 17 at 11 :00 AM - University H·au Plaza 

.. 



lo A & E TOE PRIDE Tuesday, April 15, 2008 

Get snuggly and musically satisfied with Gypsies 
The Gypsy Lounge is the new place to be for musical nomads 
BYADAMLOWE 
Pride Staff Writer 

Music is one of the most important 
influences in my life, as well as many 
ot~ers\ I'm sure. The feeling I get when 
I see that musician take the stage and 
debut his musical talent for the night - it 
is unmatched by almost any other feeling. 
This is why there is no better way to bask 
in awe of a well deserving musician than 
in the comfort of a place so personal that 
you can almost call it home. 

with, depending on your preference and 
• mood. 

Aside from the fact that The . Gypsy 
Lounge has the most comfortable seating 
and makes the best and strongest drinks, 
it is host to some of the greatest music in 
Orange County - a lot of some big names 
in music had their innocent beginnings at 
this very club. Many of these bands who 
began their careers playing Little shows 
to small crowds in this club have gone on 
to become some of today's more popular 
radio played musicians. 

Dennen, yet another example of a local 
artist who began playing shows at The 
Gypsy Lounge and ended up with quite a 
popular following and a wonderful an:iount 
of radio credit. 

Music changes lives - it has the ability 

talent in Orange County and surrounding 
areas. Take the drive - pay the few bucks 
to get in - spend a few hours escaping 
from your world and enter the soothing 
world of music. Allow it to move you and 
your life will be changed. 

This is the reason that The Gypsy 
Lounge (www.thegypsylounge.com) 
in Lake Forest, CA is beyond any bit of 
doubt, my favorite place in the world (at 
least thus far) to enjoy I ive music. As soon 
as you walk in the door, you are met with 
an extremely "Hving room'' type of atmo­
sphere. There are a handful of retro look­
ing couches lining the walls with enough 
pi ll?ws to pro~ yourself up or just snuggle 

Rocco Deluca and- the Burden, one 
of today's best concert selling artists, is 
one of the former hosts of a weekly night 
of local artists coming together to play 
acou,stic sets at The Gypsy Lounge. This 
title now shared by Chrrs Paul Overall, AJ 
DeGrasse, Jay Buchanan, Joseph Denges 
ofHollowel 1, Cory Joseph of Sleepless Me 
and many other incredibly talented musi­
cians. Along with Rocco Deluca is Brett 

to take every single 
emotion, especially 
those that don't 
make se11se to you 
- and it helps them 
to become clear. If 
some of these major 
musicians had their 
modest begin­
nings in this club, • 
who knows what 
could happeFI if you 
showed up. Every 
Tuesday is "not so 
acoustic Tuesday" 
and showcases some 
of the most amazing Photo by Adam Lowe I The Pride 

Panic at the Disco 
sends SOMA fans 
into a hot panic 

Sushi Huku 
BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
Pride Staff Writer 

. 
What do you get when you cross hundreds of fourteen­

year-old girls and their misfortunate parents, Honda Civics, 
an<l shrieking during sound checks, but no exclamation point 
nec.essary? Why, a Panic at the Disco concert, of course. 

On Saturday, April 12, this year's Honda Civic tour, head­
lined by the band formerly known as Panic! at the Disco, 
arrived to a sold out Soma in San Diego. 

Photo courtesy of Decaydence Records 

Throughout the concert, I couldn't help but ask myself 
whether or not the Tweens and die-hard Panic fans really 
enjoyed their new music as much as their older bits (after all, 
nothing in the new CD allows them to legitimately scream 
out 'WHORE' to assist the song). But while their dance, 
electronica, and pop sound may be a thing of the past and 
their stage performances alongside burlesque dancers and 
sideshow circus backdrops are a-djstant memory, their talent 
still shines through. 

Now that they've abandc,ned the synthesizer for acoustic 
guitars, anyone who may have disregarded their music from 
the first album could learn to love them with an open mind 
and a fresh appreciation for classic rock with a twist. 

Anyone attending the additional tour dates should expect 
a good show ... at the end. While last year's Honda Civic Tour 
headlined by Fall Out Boy opened with l;lP anq coming tal­
ent-this year's showcases bands that have been opening for 
years without even a well known hit. The exception goes to 
Phantom Planet for their 'California' siagle, which came out 
in ... 2004'? 

Panic's musical abilities are still ever apparent. Lead singer 
Brendon Urie's vocals were on par even though it was his 
21 ~ birthday. And, as an added bonus, the crowd got to sing 
'Happy B,irthday' to him. 

In their first album, the boys were stiU so young and des­
perate for attention. Now Panic at the Disco, in their soph­
omore album, assures fans they don't have to worry-that 
they are still the same band. But while the band's four mem­
bers are still the same, their music is clearly not. 

BY ALEX HAND 
Pride Staff Writer 

Living in San 
Diego, a sushi res­
taurant isn't too 
hard to come by. 
A restaurant like 
Sushi Huku, however, is an invalu.: 
able find for any sushi consumer. 
Located conveniently close to 
campus at 727 W. San Marcos Blvd, 
Sushi Huk:u is a sushi restamant 
that offers phenomenal food fit for 
a college student's budget. 

Upon entering the restaurant 
a customer is warmly welcomed 
by the friendly staff. The type of 
dining experience you are look­
ing for should dictate where you 
ch0ose to sit. A prominent thing to 
note is the vastly different atmo­
sphere between sitting at a table 
or up at the bar. The tables offer 
traditional Japanese style seat-

BYJONATHANE.THOMPSON 
Pride Staff Writer 

Russian River Brewing Com­
pany brews and bottles Damna­
tion Golden Ale in Santa Rosa, 
California According to the 
brewery, "damnation" is the act 
of damning or the state o f 
being condemned t o • 
eternal punishment -i n 
Hell. In 2002, Vinnie and 
Natalie 

ing and create the perfect 
romantic atmosphere for 
a date. Sit at the bar for a 
more exciting, entertain­
ing atmosphere that is per­
fect for a night out with a 
group of friends. The fun 
loving chefs love to con­

verse and never hesitate to cele­
brate with their customers. Don't 
be surprised if you get 
to know the staff on 
a first name basis, as 
they somehow seem to 
re;11etnber the names 
of all their customers. 

The restaurant offers 
a full sushi menu as 
well as a variety of 
other traditional Japa­
nese style dishes. The 
prices blow many otner 
sushi restaurants out of 
the water. Tradi1ional 
Maki rolls are offered 

purchased the 
brewery from 
Korbel Cham~ 
pagne Cellars. 

The large 
brown glass bot­
tles holds 25.4 
fluid ounces. 
Grey and black 
hues comprise 
the majority of 

the label. A pitchfork looking object 
. takes center stage. Red lettering is 
used in the name of the ale. Unlike 
most beers, which are capped. with 
bottle caps, the brewery utilizes a 
system found on most champagne 
bottles. A mesh wire secures a cork 
and thin aluminum cap with the 
brewery's name in white and red 
stencil, which all work together to 
keep the bottle pressurized. The ale 
has a 7.75% alcohol by volume. The 
ale retails for $7.39 at BevMo. 

Thealepours lightandcrispyetsur­
prisin_gly generates a full iJ1ch thick 
head. The head gradually reduces to 
a quarter inch thick. A slight head 

at $4.00; where as specialty rolls 
rarefy exceed $8.00. 

So, when looking for a great sushi 
restaurant to take that someone spe­
cial or to have a night out with some 
friends, look no further than Sushi 
Huku. Great food, great prices~ and 
a great atmosphere -- What more 
is there to ask for in a sushi restau­
rant? 

Photo by Alex Hand/The Pride 

then remains 

for the dura­
tion of con­
sumption. The 
ale radiates a heav-
enly golden hue while carbonated 
bubbles blissfully glide to the ·top of 
the chilled glass. A scent similar to 
that of the smells associated with a 
Sunday barbeque occupy the sur­
rounding air space. The ale enters 
the mouth and quickly signals for a 
thrilling ride. The ale then quickly 
attacks the taste buds. The taste 
buds and tongue tense up due to the 
powerful surge. The ale descends 
beyond leaving a thick coating of 
yummy in its wake. 

"The smooth and sweet malty hop 
flavor of Damnation is what makes it 
hands down, my favorite Belgian Ale 
anywhere on the market," said senior 
Literature and Writing Studies Major 
Adam Lowe. 

Damnation should be enjoyed by 
itself. This peculiar ale deserves full 
attention to ensure proper satisfaction 
and experience. Enjoy Cougars! 
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The bonnis Trio 
'11'ip of th& 'forrguet' 
If you•~ ,a JaqkJ~n~n fan 
yeamfrig for a: bit df: th-e new, 
leok no furtlier tttan ttie Dennis 
Trro~ mellqw 200Z release: "All 
Dir~ctions " "Tip of, the ;fcngue" 

..-:eoofir:ie$ .ea$y Usteoing, Rough, 
1onefXvocals drift through sotid 
acoustip riffs as a cleverly hy~otic 
coo}S'ttuct buik'ts to include turt~er 
gentle in~trumentation. 
http;f/www.myspace.com/ 
Glonnlstrio 
iTunes: Ye$. 

Dynamite Walls 
''Kiss and Rist~' 
'Dynaqlite Walls ai:e a rousic~I 
stapl~ her~ fn San 'Diego. "f(jss ahd 
Ride1

' has been around for a While, 
and ~s now a featurocf single on 
their lat~t r~orc!, "The 'Blinding 

lights Above." The dyhamic tracR 
smolders 'With expresSiv,e vocals 
'apd superb songwriting; varying 
between minimalrst drums and 

~guttarto epic pqwen P~­
http:llwww.myspace.com/. 
dyttamitewatls 
iTunes: 'Ye& 

Th~ Mov,g,oers 
~LMhg Jnsitf&'~ '" 
T4le f09viegoern ha','.e an odd 
appeni thaf edges $0 close to tl'te 
familiar; y~t somehow jumps in 
upexpected dtrecti9ns at eveJ)! 

,chance. ''Living fnside" sub:tJ,y 
bl.<'!Ads male and ternale vocals, 
quite reminiscent of tne Postal 
Service, and laye~ vart<i>us 
keyboard effects on t0p 9f 
traditional et~i;;tric guitar teohnlqt..ie. 
http://www.myspace.com7 
tl:iemovi~oers 

iTumes: Yes 

The Shrine& 
"Gitl" 
Bt'mming with pure PoP, ('0ii:I" 
reflects fne.ourrent styles of Brit 
artists like Doves and Travis, 
The Shrines kee,p lt slmpte with 
strai_ghtf o~d tunes -ap<;! rather 
green Lynes. this quartet has 
o~n f~irly silent over the past few 
monttis1 so ¾(eep an eye out tor a 
fav,t new tracks, . 
http:7JwwW,tnyspace.oom/'$tlr1nes 
rr:unes: No 

• Well Rose 
"C~tlOU$ed Mind" 
A quite odtl tracR, lo say th~ least; 
«Calloused Mioct" waltzes witfi a 
French acoent{corriplete With a 
musett.e!}, BeautifUlty intense tenor 

• veca.ls e!fort!e~ ly r:n.~rch ~lgng, 

arriving at a Ji)leasantly doubled pre~ 
chorus. Well Rose also hignli2hts 
1he aainty mandolin, which ha~•t 
nad}his rrtQch prevalence since the 
sixties. 
~ttp:j/www.rhyspace.coml weUrose 
tTunes: No . 

Drew Andrews, 
"9<>unterleit" . 
Drew f)UIJ~d <a City Md Colour~ 
e$(fue fast one, and~pQk on i;t solo 
gr0j.~t f:W8,ri from his tw0cbands, 
:rne Att>um l;.eaf and Via Satellite, 
ArjQpting a r'nof,e felky style, 
"Counterfeit" sighS with lonesome 
vocals and the oocasional triplect 
harmony, ,.caim1139 the rather weepy 
lyrk:s. 
http://W~w.myspace.com/ 
drewaner~ws 
n:unes: No 
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.?OP 
e:~MC2 
<M;A.RIA,H CA~EY m• 

KnOY.11:~ one of~ tl)Q$t !mluenttat PoP acts of.!h$ .90s and 
oos~ari~fi Carey':is ~ with her first rerease siooe ioo&s 
·E•il)(:3tion of Mimi; 1 Tile: tracks that detve 
into,Carey's persenaf llfe, 'inclu #Siae-,effects1 /1, 

which makes' reterencJ3S to. her failed reJaWnship WitlJ, mogul 
i'ommy Mattola. The <1lbum Msrecetved generally positiye review$ ffom the lOR 
m~azines and .~$:papers, • 

GHRIS:f'IANfMETAn 
I, Lucifet 

Cle.StROY THE RlfN~ER 
tlailiJ19 fron.;lEncirmas, ~ :r& RunnerJs taking ~Jlffel:et# 

roote·iMtn Jheir ~ retease M Solid&tate Records. :We 
r,ealized,very~ after th !tit$' that our:musicat 

~iOO,h~ shiftett, • i, L ~ M'8 a more un~ 
~~~~~ttien'thei~~wort<-

.t\LTEl\NATl:YE}ROC'K 
Tfle'A(qttemy'fmMx 

'RICE . . . . 
'ilo.~fmstanment er a-&erl~ o(~sons EPSc,Tflrlc'e 
"Earth" an~"Afr to tijetable, Cii>ing along witn the 
ntal theme, t~.f1TSt irt~Jmentf~at1:1r~ two 'discs-tttl~ 

• • • . t'.Se.l re~ 91! 

ffROGB.ESSJ:qJ30S ROCK. 
·.Phoetyx . 
ASJ$,. , 
Aftet youate. done taugflf@alAsi~•s m\ ~ vitleo from J983 
fer •OoJli Cry/ ~ C8f)ltry to take-ierio11$1y, the Jaet tfiiatth~~ 
at.e nack ~tit ·eooenfxf ts the booct's fir.st stoolo reiease 
feaiunoo all fout wig1nat ~ smce 1983; 

POP 
Best of Both Worlds , 

• HANNAH MONTAWAlND MILEY CYRUS 
Just when you tltotgtttthis Whole Disney thing couldn't 9at 
any better, . it tuf.l\s oot :theYre rseleasing .a qUa~rali~ CO/ 

P,VO wit!} H~n~ Monta~ ~M Miley C;trMs (a4<.a. tbe same 
' pe!SO!l}, 

• CK 
Vegas Years­
~cL,u 
,... l~rfgr tne!r tate-90s siJccess

1 
Evercieat is 'at .it again;,, 

in,irtgothel':pegRfe~ s~9s. This 4$-tr~ album 
15 ins~tlY) reoognlt.161e cla$Sic tock hits ~nii.other 

?Gks r>$iormed by fverc.te ' r: Sounds fit fun 

E ·E 
It 
$10"'$1 

As,s . 

,,-,f 

If,.., 
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Funny field antics can't save 
mediocre cast of "Leatherheads" 
BY ELBERT ESGUERRA 
Pride Staff Writer 

Ah, the throwback days of football. Jf 
only it were able to sustain us all year long. 
[nstead, George Clooney's "Leatherheads" 
only gives tidbits that make us long for the 
autumn tradition. His atte111pt to. carve out 
a piece of his own vision as a top Holly­
wood filmmaker still feels years away 
in this filtn set in 1925. 

Clooney directs 
the film and 
plays Dodge 
Connolly, a crowd 
pleaser of a player 
and an aged man 
who is fighting to 
play in a boy's world. ~ 

Heseeksyoungertalent ~ 
to strengthen his Duluth \ 
Bulldogs in a league that S, .... 
is faltering due to a lack ~ 
of int~rest that professional i 
footballers can make a sus- l 
tainable living. 1 

Enter ''The Bullet" Carter ~~ 
Rutherford (played by John "' 
Krasinski of TV's "The Office"), 
America's golden-boy hero for all 
things American and wholesome 
of the 1920s. Dodge believes that 
"The Bullet" is his answer to jam-
packed stadiums and rabid fans. 

Of course with every upright image 
comes a cer- tain amount of detrac­
t o r s who hope to uncover ( or 

splatter) a little dirt on 
Carter. As good as 
she looks, snarky 
journalist Lexie 
Littleton (played by 

Renee Zellweger) 
wants to make a name for her-
self and land a comfy editor's chair. 

She will say or do just about any­
thing to extract truth from Carter's war 
story about how he single-handedly 
took down a platoon of Germans. As 
the three of them engage each other 
throughout the film to fulfill their own 
individual dreams (happy-go-lucky 
Carter just wants to do what's best), a 
growing fickleness absorbs them that 
ends in confrontations on and off the 
field. They find that not every play 
in the playbook works out exactly 
as it is drawn up. 

The biggest draw of the 
film, however, doesn't 
lie in the star power of 
Clooney or Zellweger. 
Rath.er, it happens on 
the field at a level just above 
mediocre. Football fans 
ought to enjoy the trick­
ery that evokes back­

yard-style shenanigans 
in trick plays like "Rin 
Tin Tin" and "Statue 
of Liberty." 

The music by 
award winning 
composer Randy 

Newman (who also 
nad a cameo as an unwavering 

piano man in a bar fight) also adds a 
nice throwback touch. 

It is questionable whether "Leather­
heads" should be considered a sports 
film in the same sense as .. Field of 
Dreams" or "Remember the Titans." 
The film is a contrast from Clooney's 
recent work, who directed "Good Night, 
and Good Luck" (2005) and received 
acclaim for "Michael Clayton" (2007). 
This i,s more about the self-absorbed 
characters we come across, and the con­
nection between these characters feels 
forgettable. 

The on,y thing scarier than 
•tThe Ruins"? The cost of popcorn 
BY AMANDA ANDREEN 
Pride Staff Writer 

What makes a good borror film? 
Most would agree that the answer 
includes lots of gore, suspense, unex­
pected twists, drama, and hot actors. 

Surprisingly, "The Ruins" does 
not lack in any of these 
departments. Prob-
ably one of the best 
suspense thrillers 

r have seen in a 
few years, "The Ruins" 

definitely excites and 
entices the audience with 
its good looking cast, qual­
ity acti.ng, and raw horror. 

Set in Cancun, Mexico, 
"The Ruins" begins with 
four American college 
students on a leisurely 
vacation. When they 
meet a German stlldent, 
Mathias, played by Joe 
Anderson of "Across 
the Universe:' the 
foursome decides to 
join the other interna­
tional students to visit 
an ancient Mayan temple 
that is supposed to be exclusive and .off 
the modern maps. 

Based on the novel turned screen­
play by Scott B. Smith, the meat of the 
film comes from the developing char­
acters as they come to gdps with the 
reality set before them as 0nce at the 
temple, they become trapped and pris­
oners to a fate no logic or reason is able 
to explain. Without giving away too 

many of the exciting plot twists and key 
moments in the film, it is safo to say that 
the temple and the means-to which the sur­
rounding inhabitants go to keep it hidden 
are extreme. For those who have not read 
"The Ruins," on top of being scary, it is a 
fun watch because the director and screen­
play writer made conscious decisions to let 
the audjence discover what is happening 

right alongside the characters in 
the film, unlike many 
other horror films that 
are predictable and 
expected. Not only 
does this manipulate 
the audience's formal 
expe.ctations of the spe­

f cific characters and their 
1 roles in the film, but it 
~ z also changes the narration 
~ of the film, as the story is 
S' shot from the perspective 
~ that the audi-.., 
~ ence 
I:) • • 
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t h e 
situ -
a ti on, 
experienc-
ing the drama right along 
with the characters. 

''The Ruins" presents a psychologi-
cal fear and dilemma unlike many other 
horror flicks, as it capitulates traditional 
plot motivations, and utilizes an evolved 
fear that even with prosthetics and CG3 
animation, is still hard to wrap one's brain 
around. One thing is for sure though, "The 
Ruins" is worth the outrageous admission 
price, and it will not disappoint even the 
harshest of critics. 

Smart cast + smart writing 11 Smart People 11 

BY ADAM LOWE was one of the funniest dark com- award - and that is really all there Abbot and Costello. slightly perverted while still holding 
Pride Staff Writer 

An older man and college profes­
sor who is overbearing and pomp­
ous; a neat freak daughter trying too 
hard to impress her dad; an abso­
lutely insane adopted brother and 
uncle who just seems to be, for lack 
of a better phrase, socially retarded. 
Top it off with a doctor who is 
unable to understand her 
own feelings: these are the 
people who make up the 
movie, "Smart People." 

You don't have to be all 
that smart to eryoy this movie 
with Dennis Quaid, Thomas Haden 
Church and Ellen Page. This story 
of a college professor/widower 
(Quaid) and the journey he goes 
through trying to get ill touch with 
his family all while attempting to 
get back into the dating world is an 
incredible journey - and it is one 
that l was more than happy to take. 

If you can get past the rough 
beginning 20 minutes or so, this 

edies I'd seen in quite some time. 
The rock;y beginning is where we 
get to know some of the charac­
ters in the movie. Though this is 
a rough beginning, it illustrates 
Dennis Quaid's strong ability to 
become whatever his character 
calls for. His performance in this 
movie is definitely something to 
notice. However, while some 

performances were unsatis­
factory, others were very 
impressive and exception• 
ally noteworthy. 
While Sarah Jessica Parker 

was one of the main characters 
in this movie, I don't feel that :her 
performance was anything worth 
talking about. While I am not 
used to seeing her in anything, 
aside from a few minutes of Sex 
and the City here and there by 
accident, I can't say that I was 
at all impressed with her perfor­
mance in this movie. It was medi­
ocre, sophomoric at best - surely 
nothing to be nominated for any 

is to say about it. Ellen Page has really eome about a bit of ~igoity and sentimentality to 
Smart People offered the greatest as the incredible actress that she is. bring home a message of together-

pairing of actors with the Her breakthrough performance in ness in the end. 
greatest chem- Juno was one of the Gr~at acting, incredible comedic 
istry that, I dare greatest of the year, but timing, sarcasm to last a lifetime, 
say, I've ever in this movie - her per- and a heartfelt ending all make up 
seen: Thomas formance in this movie this great film. If you are in the 
Haden Church is the greatest I've seen mood to see something good and 
and Ellen 
Page. The 
incredible sar­
donic banter 
between 
these two is 
probably the 
single great­
est part of 
this entire 
movie. 
Each of the 
scenes with 
these two 
together 
is a bril­
liant and wonderful one. 
They arc one of the greatest come­
dic pairs since Laurel and Hardy or 

her give. Her sardonic, something worth the ridiculous 
black humor is rivet- amount you have to pay to see a 
ing and completely per- movie - I say that "Smart People'' 
feet for her role as the is an excellent choice. Yes, there 
over achieving, sarcastic are a few moments whete the 
daughter of a wido\\ed movie drags a little, but I'd say 
college professor, played that a strong 95% of the movie 

g by Quaid. was enjoyable, laughable, as well 
:s Thomas Haden Church, as emotionally driven and thought 
~ who plays Dennis Quaid's ptO\'Oktng. Bottom line: I loved 
~ adopted brother, has. come it. I'd see it again. And I would 
& a long way from playing recommend it to anyone. Head out 
~ an evil villain made out of for the night, take a seat 
~ sand, or stretching farther and enjoy this 

back, a somev..hat simple- splendifer­
minded mechanic on the ous hour 
90s television sho~} Wings. and thirty­

Church was the most perfect actor three min-
for this role. He was sarcastic and utes. 




