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Academic
Freedom Forum

State senator and Stanford professor clash over the Student

Bill of Rights

Photo by Chezare Milo / he Pride
State Senator Bill Morrow speaks in

favor of SB 5, while PAN Vice President
Cheyenne Barr wears tape over her mouth
in protest of the bill.

BY CHEZARE MILO
Pride Staff Writer

California State Senator Bill Morrow
joined Stanford Professor Dr. Graham
Larkin and 6 other panelists to debate and
discuss issues related to Senate Bill 5 (SB
5): The Student Bill of Rights at the Aca-
demic Freedom Forum on March 23.

Nearly 200 students, faculty, media
and community members gathered in the
Mezzanine Plaza from 12:30-2:30 p.m. to
watch and participate. Some had signs of
support while others wore tape over their
mouths in protest of SB 5.

Senator Morrow took the podium and
said that he was given some poor grades in
college because he didn’t believe in a par-

ticular professor’s ideology. He said this
experience inspired him to sponsor SB 5
some 30 years later to prevent other stu-
dents from having the same problem.

Morrow said that there were “hundreds”
of similar cases in publicly funded colleges
in California whose experiences made his,
“look like a walk in the park.”

“I believe that academic freedom is
important enough that it should be codi-
fied, and indeed senate bill 5 does that,”
said Morrow.

Senator Morrow read selected excerpts
from SB 5, outlining what he called the
“five principles of the academic bill of
rights”” Morrow said that he, “simply
could not find the controversy” in the five
principles that comprise the bill.

Stanford Professor, Dr.Graham Larkin,
took the podium after Morrow and spoke
in opposition to SB 5.

He said he was sympathetic to prevent-
ing professors from getting out of line and
said that universities should, “always take
action accordingly,” but that he doesn’t
think, “adding legislation is the answer”.

“About 95% of the bill (SB 5) sounds

perfectly reasonable,” said Larkin.

Larkin said that the other parts of the
bill are personally disturbing, are a threat
to his livelihood as a college professor, and
would open up professors to frivolous law-
suits.

He said that the bill was designed to
make the public falsely believe, “that there
is a rampant problem of ideological indoc-
trination on American campuses and to
suggest that the problem isn’t addressed
by existing legislation.”

Citing what he said was dangerously
ambiguous wording in the bill Larkin
read a portion of SB 5, “Teachers should
not take unfair advantage of a student’s
immaturity by indoctrinating him or her
with the teacher’s own opinions before a
student has had an opportunity fairly to
examine other opinion upon the matter in
question.”

Larkin said he felt there were problems
with this reference to student immaturity in
the bill saying that, “by definition (college
students) are smart and well educated,”

See FORUM, page 2

BY YVONNE BRETT
Pride Staff Writer

California State University San Marcos
professors Bonnie Bade and Deborah
Small have combined their expertise in
order to create an exhibition focusing on
the medicinal concepts and practices of
indigenous Oaxacan communities living
in both California and Mexico.

The “Medicina Mixteca” collabora-
tion will open on Sunday, April 10 at the
California Center for the Arts, Escondido.
From 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. guests will be
able to explore the exhibit, as well as enjoy
traditional music, dance and food from
local Oaxacans.

The band, “Xiuxla,” and dance groups,
“Rubios” and “Danza de la Pluma” will
perform. Hands-on activities will be
provided by the Escondido Children’s
Museum, and traditional Oaxacan food
will be served.

A video will premiere; featuring the
voice and guitar of CSUSM’s Eduardo

Garcia, and President Haynes is scheduled
to speak at the festivities.

“QOaxacalifornians” is the term used
to describe the hundreds of thousands of
native people who have left their homes
in Mexico and migrated to California in
order to make a living. With the help of the
Coalition of Indigenous Oaxacan Commu-
nities and other groups, Bade and Small
were able to photograph and document the
connections between the communities in
California and Oaxaca.

“This has been a unique collaboration
between a visual artist and an anthro-
pologist that has brought together art and
anthropology students, as well as the indig-
enous Oaxacan community,” said Bade.

The exhibit focuses on various aspects
of Mixtec Medicine, including the causes
of illness, diagnoses, treatments, use of
medicinal plants, and the relationship of
the medical practitioner to the community.
Bade and Small give credit for much of the
work to Don Primo Dominguez of Juxtla-
huaca, a Mixtec Healer, who spent fifteen

years on the ethnographic research.

The exhibit takes a look at contempo-
rary activities and pairs them up with
events that took place over 1000 years ago.
Images reproduced from seven surviving
ancient books illustrate the continuity of
history and underscore the importance of
documenting it.

“The practice of working with a histori-
cal archive is important because it helps
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give people a perspective on their own
past,” said Small.

For the last 14 years Deborah Small has
been Professor of Visual and Performing
Arts at CSUSM. Bonnie Bade has been an
Associate Professor of Medical Anthro-
pology at CSUSM for the last 11 years.
They have been collaborating on the proj-

See MIXTECA, page 2
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adding that the vast majority had
legal rights and responsibilities
as citizens such as the right to
vote or join the army.

Larkin said he felt the bill
would create a double standard
because it would mandate that
professors’ speech be strictly reg-
ulated while others such as jour-
nalists or, “politicians like Sena-
tor Morrow get to keep their first

amendment rights intact.”

“Who exacfly is to say
where we should draw the line
between a professor’s opinion
and unadorned facts.... and once
these unspecified arbiters have
made that distinction how are
they going to implement the pro-
motion of objective instruction
and the suppression of partisan
indoctrination?” Larkin asked
Morrow.
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Morrow responded to criti-
cisms of the bill by saying, “I can
amend the bill at any time,” and
told the crowd to, “rest easy...
that (contested) language is going
to be gone.”

Morrow said that criticisms of
SB 5 that maintain the bill will
require hateful or fringe ideolog-
ical perspectives to be offered for
contrast were unfounded.

“No where in this bill do you
see that there is a requirement
to give equal time to any fringe,
whacko, off-the-wall fairy that
comes in,” said Morrow

Morrow said that implementa-
tion of the bill would happen at
the university level and that the
decisions would be made by the
faculty of the particular univer-
sity.

CSUSM Dean of Students
Jonathan Poullard discussed the
current student grievance policy
at CSUSM and said that, “95 per-
cent of the time (disputes) are
handled informally.”

PAN Vice President of External

Affairs Cheyenne Barr said she
was concerned that SB 5 would
force teachers to “teach the bad
things about racism and the good
things about racism...they would
be teaching biology and evolution
and direct to creationism.”

Barr said that if SB 5 goes in to
effect the class it would be, “tear-
ing apart the classroom.”

Executive Director of the Col-
lege Republicans Nick Bonomi
said that there weren’t multiple
sides to every subject, and that
the bill wouldn’t require the
type of pluralism critics claim.
Bonomi suggested ASI should
get involved and develop a pro-
cedure for students with grade/
instructor grievances.

“ASI could investigate to help
the student, ASI actually doing
something for the students for
once,” said Bonomi.

The fulltextof SB 5 canbe found
at:  http:/studentsforacademic-
freedom.org/actions(boxattop)/
CaliforniaPage/CAsenatebill05.
htm.
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ect since 1998 and have relied
heavily on student participation
to get the exhibition ready for the
public.

“We are really thrilled to
involve the students in both the
research and the installation,”
said Bade. “Some of the students
even enlisted the help of their
spouses in creating the project.”

CSUSM students and spouses
who have contributed many hours
toward the project are: Carmel-
ino Cruz, Wendy Baez, Konane
Martinez, Josh Walker, Brian

Fisher, Ruben Martinez, Susan
Cratty, Brenda Manning, Matt
Blackwell, Alejandrina Ricar-
dez, Renee White Eyes, Jennifer
Dong and Albert Rascon.

The project will remain on dis-
play at the museum until July 4.
Admission to the museum will be
free on April 10 and also on the
first Wednesday of every month.
General admission is $5 for
adults and $3 for students. The
California Center for the Arts
is located at 340 N. Escondido
Blvd. in Escondido and is closed
on Mondays.
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