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The Return of Stack Parking at CSUSM 
By: Melanie Addington 
Pride Editor 

Considered a success by the 
University, stack parking returned 
yesterday, February 5 to parking 
lot "C." 

Stack parking provides an addi-
tional one hundred parking spaces, 
and the service will  be available 
until March 8. 

Parking Services has not deter-
mined if stack parking will  contin-
ue every semester. Though Robert 
Williams, Technical Coordinator 
for Parking Services said, "[Stack 
parking] will  probably continue at 

least until the expansion of the 
parking lot. 

According to Williams, Parking 
Services is trying to move towards 
a more permanent lot expansion. 
"But we are landlocked, so we are 
thinking about a parking struc-
ture," said Williams, "but funding 
is a concern because [structures] 
are very expensive." 

Williams explained that stack 
parking begins "when the lot is 
full.  [Then,] students leave their 
keys with a parking attendant." 
The attendants parallel park the 
extra cars behind the marked spac-
es. 

According to a CSUSM press 
release on January 30, when some-
one in a marked space is ready to 
leave, the attendant moves the car 
blocking him/her in, and parks it 
in the newly vacated space. By the 
end of the day, few cars are dou-
ble-parked. Students returning to 
pickup vehicles that were double-
parked must see the attendant and 
use claim tickets to reclaim their 
keys. 

Stack parking is available 
Monday through Friday and ends 
at 2pm on these days. Students 
must pick up their car keys from 
the car attendants by 5pm. 
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Student and Residential Life 
announced in a December 11 
press release that CSUSM "will 
not continue its limited off-cam-
pus housing operation after the 
end of the current academic 
year." 

Under the current program, 
CSUSM has a contract with 
Islands Apartments that allows 
students to lease apartments at 
below-market rates. The con-
tract, which provides 77 rental 
units for CSUSM students ̂ will 
terminate as of June 30, 2001. 

The decision not to renew its 
contract with Islands Apartments 
leaves the university without stu-
dent housing until the completion 
of a 400-bed project expected in 
2003. 

Sandra L. Punch, director 
of Student and Residential Life 
(SRL) for CSUSM, stated in the. 
press release that "Not offering 
the program was a tough deci-
sion," she added, "We understand 
the rental market is very tight, 
and we will  do all we can to help 
students who need housing find 
it." 

Three factors listed by Punch 
in the decision to end its current 
contract include: 

• The number of first-year 
students attracted to Cal State 
San Marcos continues to increase 
significantly each year. As a 
result, the campus has found 
it impossible to support a full 
range of residential life programs 
and the services necessary for 
an effective and sustainable pro-
gram. 
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Craven Hall built by CRSS to look postmodern, never intended to look tike a prison. (Pride Photo/Victoria Segall) 

CSUSM Not a Prison 
PDC to Renovate Campus Look 
By: Melanie Addington 
Pride Editor 

The Rumor 

Contrary to popular rumors, 
CSUSM's. buildings ̂ w^re not 
designed by a prison architect. 
According to Russ Decker, head of 
Planning Design and Construction 
(PDC) at Cal State San Marcos, 
there was "never the intent to look 
like a prison." 

Part of what Decker thinks 
adds to the prison look are the 
"square, punched windows" in 
Craven Hall. The Capital Planning 
Design and Construction depart-
ment at the Chancellor's office in 
Long Beach managed the original 
buildings at CSUSM. The build-
ings were designed during the 
popular time of postmodern archi-
tecture, and the designers at Long 
Beach did not want Craven Hall 
to look like a business building, 
so they designed the windows 
to give the buildings an updated 
look. Craven Hall was completed 
in 1992. 

CSUSM student Nathan Fields 
was shocked to find out the rumor 
was untrue. "I thought it was 

fact. I mean students don't just 
think [CSUSM was built by a 
prison architect], they know it," 
says Fields. 

Not all students believe the 
prison rumor. Student Darren 
Marks says, "Yeah, I guess it is 
as true as the rumors that the 
spirits of the dead chickens still 
roam the campus. The school was 
not designed to resemble a prison 
although prisons do have walls 
and doors—what a coincidence." 

CRSS Architectural Group 
designed Craven Hall, but com-
ment from company representa-
tives is unattainable, as a con-
struction company has bought out 
CRSS. University Project Manager 
Diane Malone says CRSS was 
"not a prison specialist, [and it is] 
not a good rumor." 

Craven Hall Renovation Project 

PDC is working to change the 
image by using alternative win-
dow designs in the buildings cur-
rently under construction. Another 
upcoming change is the Craven 
Renovation Project, set to begin 
when the new library is com-
pleted in Fall 2003. Malone says 
that PDC plans to "set a new 

tone...warmer, more friendly." 
"We [CSUSM] are now man-

aging our design which is the 
key role of this department," says 
Malone. CSUSM's design man-
agement gives greater control to 
the outcome of future buildings. 

Craven Hall has three entranc-
es: the first, second, and fifth 
floor. Almost every floor has a 
different layout. The first and sec-
ond floors are much darker than 
the rest of the buildings and only 
have two wings. There are three 
wings on the third through fifth 
floor, but they each have different 
setups. 

Since there is no consistency 
in the layout of each floor, stu-
dents are often confused when 
searching for an office. One solu-
tion to help ease student confusion 
is the addition of new signs. Some 
of the new signs have already been 
placed around campus. There will 
be more attention by PDC to the 
placement of signs during the ren-
ovation project. 

Student Darren Marks dis-
agrees with the idea that Craven 
Hall is confusing. "I think the 
building was labeled well and user 
friendly," says Marks. 
»Article continues on page 2 

After eighteen years of pub-
lic service, Congressman Ron 
Packard retired this past January. 
Upon request from CSUSM, 
Packard donated several boxes 
of congressional papers to the 
university. 

When asked why the uni-
versity requested the congres-
sional papers from Congressman 
Packard, Carol Bonomo, 
Associate Vice President for 
External Affairs, gave two rea-
sons: the national history involved 
in Congressman Packard's write-
in victory to Congress and the 
history of the university. Packard 
was CSUSM's founding con-
gressman before the new district 
lines were drawn in 1990. 

"I  hope that these papers will 
give good insight into the politi-
cal history of the region," said 
Bonomo. 

According to Marion Reid, 
Dean of Library and Information 
Services, "CSUSM will  be 
keeping papers unique to 
Congressman Packard, such as 
his speeches and letters tracking 
his actions in Congress." 

Packard's papers mark the 
first congressional papers to be 
donated to CSUSM. Before stu-
dents are allowed to view the 
» Article continues on page 3 

Congressman Ron Packard donated 
his congressional papers to CSUSM, 
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