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Fight for Your Right to Get Class Credit

One Student’s Journey Through
the CSUSM Paper Trail

By MELANIE ADDINGTON
Pride Editor

“No one at the University is
helping me out. Literally, {I am
told] ‘I don’t want to be bothered
with you,”” says Warren Jauregui
after three years of trying to
resolve a mix-up with his school
records that has snowballed into
a storm of problems.

No longer a student at Cal
State San Marcos, Jauregui has
spent the past three years fight-
ing to get credit for ten classes
that he was unable to complete
during the last few weeks of
1998-1999. What he considers
a mix-up in university policy
cost him the chance to take
incompletes. Jauregui, a former
Communications student, shared
his story not because he hoped
it would get him his classes, but

because he wanted to make other
students aware of the problems
that arose for him when trying to
get class credit. :

Tragedy Strikes !

On October 26, 1998, after an
assailant outside of campus raped
her, Jauregui’s girlfriend tried to
commit suicide by jumping from
the CSUSM clock tower, landing
at Jauregui’s feet. After she was
taken to the hospital and the
doctors told him that she would
recover, Jauregui thought that life
would get better, but the problems
continued.

Jauregui said that in the
hospital, right before her first
surgery, President Alexander

Gonzalez, Francine Martinez (cur-

rently Vice President of Student
Affairs), Norm Nicholson (Dean
of Instructional and Informational
Technology Services), and Sandra
Kuchler (who was Dean of
Students at the time of the events)
visited with the two students to
help them cope and wish them
well on the road to recovery.
Jauregui stated that President
Gonzalez pulled him aside and
told him, “anything you two need
>>Article continues on page 2
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AXD sorority members took part in landmark discussion concerning lesbiansism. (Pride Photo/Erica DeBell)

Sara Spearling Discusses
Sexuality Issues with Greek Students

By ERICA DEBELL:and
SARAH PHILLIPS
Pride Staff w,riters

Alpha Xi Delta and Alpha
Chi Omega sororities welcomed
nationally-renown speaker, Sara
Spearling on Monday, March 12.
Spearling spoke to sorority mem-
bers as well as to interested stu-
dents, faculty and staff regarding
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsex-

New Sidewalk

7 By NATHAN FIELDS .
# Pride Feature Editor

Although most students asked

% were not aware of the newly con-

structed sidewalk bordering: the
three parking lots on the west
ide of Cal State San Marcos,
most of those who knew about it
were pleased with the prospect of
pavement. The nearly completed
sidewalk, replacing the dirt path
on the south side of Craven Road,

& is framed by handrails and punc--

tuated by small light posts.
Junior James Ferrante spoke
the original dirt path,
“Sometimes I feel as if 'm walk-
ing off a campsite ...- so I'm
glad there’ll be a paved walkway
now.” Other students complained

¥ about the dirt path because of
- having to walk in high heels and

getting their shoes dirty. “On
the days I'm trying to look nice,
for whatever reason, I'd rather
not walk in the dirt,” said senior
Jennifer Ortiz.

ASI Elections Coming

Applications for Ballot Placement Due

By DARCY WALKER
Pride Opinion Editor

In less than one month,
CSUSM students will elect a new
student government to serve for
the next school term. Associated
Students Incorporated has 15
positions open, each providing
scholarship money and valuable
experience in return for the ful-
fillment of various responsibili-
ties. This Wednesday, March 28,

is the deadline to apply for a
place on the ballot and a chance
to campaign. Students also have
the option to run a write-in cam-
paign.

To qualify for election, stu-
dents must be matriculated, have
a minimum GPA of 2.0, have
completed at least one semester
earning at least 6 units, and com-
mit to maintaining at least 6 units
undergraduate or 3 units of grad-

uate work during the one year

service term.

According to Gezai Berhane,
Associate Director of Student and
Residential Life, the candidates’
applications will be reviewed and
processed quickly so that they
can attend the required orien-
tation on March 29, and begin
advertising their campaigns on
April 1. The orientation will
provide guidelines for campaign-
ing and information about
>>Article continues on page 5

ual and Those Questioning Their
Sexuality (LGBTQ) issues.

Spearling visits college cam-
puses to share her experiences
about being a lesbian woman
within the Greek system. Spearl-
ing’s talk marked the first time in
the history of the Greek system
at CSUSM that a speaker was
invited to discuss lesbianism and
other LGBTQ issues.

“At first I didn’t want to hear

her speak because I thought that
I would be uncomfortable,” said
Tina Herrera, an Alpha Xi Delta.
“Once Sara began speaking, I
immediately overcame my fear
and discomfort--her message
really made an impact on my
life.”

Some of the sorority women
said that they were hesitant to
address the LGBTQ issues within
>>Article continues on page 2

Increases Campus Accessibility

Other students were not as
pleased. “I hate the new side-
walks. I really preferred walking
down the dirt path. I felt more
at peace with my surroundings
and myself when I walked on
the earth to class. I was happier
when I reached my classes than I
am now when I walk the cement
path. It-was-so much more com-
fortable and peaceful that way,”
said sophomore Patrick Roach.

John Segoria, Director of
Disabled Student Services, felt
that the sidewalk was “a win-win
situation for everybody.” Segoria
was part of the original group of
administrators who supported the
idea of directing funds to finance
the construction and design of
the sidewalks.

“I’'m always looking for ideas
‘to improve this campus—espe-
cially for my disabled students,”
Segoria said.

He emphasized that greater
accessibility on campus benefits
everyone in many ways. “It’s very

usable, especially for those who
walk to and from the parking lots
and the Ambulatory Care Center
or for those who wheel book carts
or use wheelchairs”

O’Day Consultants Inc., a
civil engineering and land sur- -
veying firm, designed the plans
for the sidewalks, and Phillips
National Inc., a general contract-
ing firm, is constructing the side-
walks. Both groups have complet-
ed large projects in the local area
and are based out of Southern
California.

According to Segoria and Bill
Seward, the foreman for Phillips
National Inc., this was more than
the average sidewalk design. They
said that the length of the side-
walk and the level of the uphill
incline made it a bit more of a
challenge to build: Additionally,
the lamps along the sidewalk
necessitated running electrical
lines from a nearby source. “The
lighting just made sense when
>>Article continues on page 2
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Student Battles With Administrators About Withdrawal Policy

>>Article cont. from page 1

is covered.” Jauregui said he
understood this to mean that if
he needed to take time off from
school, he would be accommo-
dated. He also emphasized how
impressed he was that the admin-
istrators were so courteous to
them. However, Jauregui thought
that he would be fine, so he
returned to classes shortly after
the incident.

The Pressure Builds

In the beginning of Novem-
ber, Jauregui decided to take
President Gonzalez up on his
offer because he said he “was
shaking, breaking out in sweats”
and could not go any further.
Jauregui claims he went to see
Kuchler, who sent him to Marti-
nez, who sent him to, at the time
of the events, Assistant Dean of
Students Mary Wordell to take
incompletes in his classes.

Jauregui emphasized that
Wordell was “very nice, said
how can she help, and was very
nurturing.” When he explained
his situation and mentioned that
President Gonzalez had said it
would be taken care of, Jauregui
claims that Wordell said, “That’s
not policy” When Jauregui
responded- that the withdrawal
policy was in the 1998-99
CSUSM  General Catalog,
Wordell told him to speak to his
professors to get permission to
take incompletes.

Two of Jauregui’s professors
agreed to give him incompletes.
Sociology professor, John Schneider,
did not. According to Jauregui,
Wordell told him that if all the
teachers would not agree, he
would be unable to take any
incompletes for that semester.

According to the General Cat-
alog for 2000-01, an incomplete
grade “signifies that a portion
of required coursework has not
been completed and evaluated in
the prescribed time period due
to unforeseen, but fully justified
reasons and that there is still a
possibility of earning credit. It is
the responsibility of the student
to bring pertinent information to
the instructor and to reach agree-
ment on the means by which the
remaining course requirements
will be satisfied.” The catalog
does not state that all teachers
must agree. :

Within a week of his meeting
with Wordell, Jauregui went back
to speak with his professors. Pro-
fessor Schneider again refused to

‘give him any incompletes.

During the same week, his
girlfriend had spinal surgery in
order to fuse her spine so she
could walk again. “I was a wreck,
crying, praying every day in my
non-religious way to let the poor
girl walk” Jauregui said that he
was so upset over the events
that he gave in and told Wordell
he would take all withdrawals
instead of incompletes on his
transcript. “I didn’t have energy

your pride.

to deal with it; my mother was
dying, my girlfriend was in sur-
gery. She [Wordell] said she
would take care of it.”

More Tragedy...

Jauregui’s mom passed away
from emphysema on January 23,
1999. Within three weeks, three
aunts and two uncles. of Jauregui
died from various causes.

After the family members’
deaths, Jauregui decided to focus
on the future by signing up for
the following semester, Spring
1999. Although he was concerned
that the withdrawals might cause
problems, he was reassured by a
lack of holds on his record and
by Wordell’s statement that she
would “take care of it.”’

Classes were going well for
Jauregui despite his continuing
problems with clinical depres-
sion. Two weeks before his finals,
however, Office of Admissions
informed Jauregui that he had
been disenrolled atthe beginning
of the semester for not paying fees
and had since been placed on aca-
demic probation. Also, his finan-
cial aid was dropped because the
withdrawals from the previous.
semester showed up as F’s.

Financially broke, Jauregui
was told that he must either pay
for the classes he had been taking
all semester or withdraw com-
pletely. He was unable to pay and,
therefore, did not receive credit
for his classes for the spring 1999

semester.

According to Jauregui, Mary
Wordell told him during a meet-
ing that because he did not take
care of the withdrawal process,
he received F’s. Jauregui alleges
that Wordell told him that his
problem was an “issue to take up
with the Lord,” and she offered
to pray with him. Because he did
not turn in the proper withdrawal
forms, Wordell told him that it
was against policy to “go retroac-
tive and fix it.” :

Wordell, again, said she woul
look into his withdrawals and see
if anything could be done. After
repeated calls over the summer,
Jauregui received a return call at
the end of summer from Wordell
telling him that she was still look-
ing into it.

Life is Looking Up

In the fall of 1999, Jauregui
applied for FAFSA and enrolled
in courses. The professors accom-
modated him during his depres-
sion and he received good grades,
primarily A’s and B’s. Jauregui
said he did not try to find out any-
thing about the withdrawal mis-
take because he believed Wordell
was looking into it. “With any
luck, I’ll still be able to accom-
plish my goal of some honors
when I graduate,” Jauregui said,
in reference to his thoughts at that
time.

He attempted to check on
his problem with Mary Wordell

and discovered that she had left
her position at the campus over
the summer. Meanwhile, Jona-
than Poullard replaced the late
Kuchler as Dean of Students so
Jauregui met with him. Jauregui
said that Poullard told him noth-
ing could be done about his prob-
lem. Dean Poullard declined an
interview with The Pride, stating
it was unethical for him to dis-
cuss any student’s issues.

Jauregui Takes Case to
Department of Education

In the fall of 2000, Jauregui
reenrolled and began taking class-
es. However, due to his clinical
depression, he said he became
physically ill whenever he stepped
foot on campus.

Having spent two years try-
ing to resolve his issue, Jauregui
decided to take his case to the
Department of Education.

On November 20, 2000,
Jauregui explained his situation to
Mary Ann Hollins, a financial aid
investigator for the Department
of Education Office of Civil
Rights. After hearing his argu-
ment, Jauregui said that Hollins
explained that the situation was
considered a hostile environment
and that CSUSM had failed to
accommodate him.

An attorney for the Depart-
ment of Education, Lynda Gallo-
way explained to Jauregui that for

his case he has “to prove

>>Article continues on page 4

' New Sidewalks in Place

>>Article cont. from pg. 1
you think about people’s

" physical safety at night,”

said Segoria.

Segoria explained that
some of the funding for the
sidewalks came from the
Minor Capital Improvement
budget. Twenty to twen-
ty-five percent of this bud-
get serves to fund greater
accessibility in accordance
with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).
Some of that ADA funding
was used for the construc-
tion of the sidewalks.

The  Minor  Capital
Improvement budget and
ADA funding also financed
the power doors on cam-

pus. Segoria said that these

accessibility improvements

benefit everyone on cam-
pus. “Look who uses the
power doors, not just dis-
abled students, but indi-
viduals in computing wheel-
ing around computers, fac-
ulty, facilities staff, parents

with their children, students

with lots of books,” said
Segoria.

Building codes, given
the dimensions and incline
of the path, required the
handrails and flat regions
along the sidewalk.

“It was ideally supposed
to be done before the semes-
ter began, but on account
of how wet it has been,
there was a bit of a set-
back,” explained Seward.
“It should be completed in
a matter of days.” Seward

Weekly Web Site

JAFO_WAC for The Pride

Slate, like many of the

web  sites  previously

reviewed, is available as

a web site at http:/
www.slate.com, and as a
free e-mail list. Part of the
software giant Microsoft,
Slate is an online maga-
zine of daily political and
cultural commentary, gen-
erally with a sarcastic or
irreverent tone.

For example, “Tidbits
from Bush’s Brainwashing
Dictionary” provides expla-

nations of “catchphrases
[that] are supposed to
exercise a subtle brainwash-
ing effect on the public,”
according to the site.

There are informative
articles as well, such as
“How much sick leave does
Dick Cheney get?” These
articles respond to readers’
questions and address issues
that other periodicals may
not generally cover, such
as Vice President Cheney’s
health.

The layout of the site
is pretty simple: the major

explained that the company
1s also constructing the addi-
tional staff parking lot and
the below ground water stor-
age tank for the campus
simultaneously.

The importance of the
sidewalk project for Segoria
was not limited to the
increase of general campus
accessibility. “One concern
that I had was that students
would be walking in the
streets or the bike lane, or in
the dirt when it was muddy
and wet,” said Segoria.
“Having a sidewalk is not
only much safer; it is actu-
ally much more visually
appealing for visitors to the
campus. For donors who
come to campus, it just
looks better.”

articles of the day are head-
lines with pictures in the
center of the page, more
detail categorizations of
articles are listed below, and
there are pull-down menus
for past articles. The main
page is fairly minimal in
the top center, with details
available along the fringes
-of the page; I like this style
as I find it easy to use.

The articles are pretty
consistent and the web site
is easy to navigate. If you
find politics interesting and
have a good sense of humor,
Slate is definitely worth
checking out.
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