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CSUSM
mourns

Remembering the
life of Language
Learning Center
director

BY AMIRA EL-KHAOULI
Special to The Pride

A memorial service will be held
on Sept. 10 for Dr. Kevin Igasaki,
the late director of the Cal State
San Marcos Language Learning
Center. The memorial will be held
at the University of San Diego.

Igasaki passed away on the
night of Aug. 10, 2005, in San
Diego County. Igasaki is sur-
vived by his wife Cahterinie Bel-
lier-Igasaki and his two children.
Igasaki first came to Cal State
San Marcos in 1996; when he
transferred here from CSU Long
Beach. Igasaki began as a tech-
nician in the Language Lab, but
worked very hard and became the
director of the Language Learn-
ing Center and campus foreign
language proficiency assessor.
According to a recent campus-
wide email from the Communica-
tions Office, Patricica E. Worden,
interim vice president of Student
Affairs said: “Kevin was a true
leader on campus. ... To faculty,
staff and administrators, Kevin
was a highly respected colleague.
He was an innovative thinker;
considered a valuable member on
campus committees because of his
ability to see the ‘big picture.”

Igasaki served on several
campus committees, including
the University Strategic Plan-

See MEMORIAL, page 2

Fundraisers on campus to help Katrina victims

Photo courtesy of Daniel Cima / American Red Cross

Above: Houston Astrodome, September 1, 2005.
Right: Katrina donations will be accepted throughout the campus.

BY PATRICK B. LONG
Pride Staff Writer

Katrina’s devastating results left many
news viewers with feelings of hopeless-
ness in their ability to help the victims. In
efforts to help Cougars do their part, ASI
is spearheading events too financially help
the displaced survivors through fundrais-
ing for The Red Cross.

“The Red Cross response to Hurricane
Katrina is the largest response to a single,
natural disaster in the 125-year history of
the organization,” stated the American Red
Cross website.

According to the CNN website on Sat-
urday Sept. 3, 2005, there were, “30,000
evacuees who have been stranded there
for days amid mounds of trash and human
waste.” Since the hurricane hit the Gulf
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Coast, refugees need food, water and shel-
ter, and Cougars can help.
“Members of ASI have been spending

See KATRINA, page 2

“Survivor” helps colleges students uplifting message

BY TRACEY TURNER
Pride Staff Writer

As a former
“Survivor” contes-
tant, Chad Critten-
den knows what
it takes to survive
in isolation within
a small group. As
a cancer survivor
and an amputee,
he knows how to

Chad Crittenden

Crittenden was on campus Sept. 1 as
part of College Survivor Night at the
Clarke Field House. In his speech titled
“Discover the Will to Survive,” Crittenden
shared lessons learned from overcoming
obstacles in his life.

A crowd of approximately 40 people
gathered as Crittenden drew parallels
between surviving college and surviving
the CBS reality show. In both instances
one is often away from home, missing his
or her family and not eating well, but there
are also many friends to be made, he said.

was there on the islands,” Crittenden said,
adding that at college there are daily chal-
lenges to be faced, whether it is a “reward
challenge” or waking up to an alarm early
and getting a good parking spot.

The California native was born on Camp
Pendleton, but grew up in Half Moon Bay
in Northern California. He attended com-
munity college full time for three years
while working almost full time. He later

transferred to UC Davis, where he majored .

in international relations with a minor in
Spanish.

United Nations, Crittenden started work-
ing in daycare and tutoring programs the
summer after graduation. After getting
his teaching credential, he taught bilingual
third grade classes in San Jose.

In the summer after his seventh year of
teaching, Crittenden discovered a lump
on the bottom of his foot, but thought that
it was just a cyst. After a while, he got it
checked by doctors who diagnosed the
lump as a malignant tumor from a rare
type of cancer known as synovial sarcoma.

survive life. “I made some really good friends when I While he aspired to be a diplomat to the See SURVIVOR, page 3
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their hours working on the hur-
ricane relief plans,” said Sarah
Leonard, the director of commu-
nity services for ASI.

Paw Print Campaign

The first event ASI is produc-
ing is the “Paw Print Campaign.”
Students, faculty and staff can
purchase paws for a minimum
of one dollar. The paper shaped
paws will be posted through-
out the ASI area for everyone to
view. The money will go to the
Red Cross for Katrina victims.

“The paw prints can contain
your name or a special message,”
said Leonard. The paws will be
available Tuesday Sept. 6 to 9
at the ASI gazebo. The gazebo
will be located in front of the
library. Plus, have volunteered
to walk around on campus sell-
ing paws. Other locations where
paws can be purchased include
the ASI office at Commons 207,
the cougar recreation center
at the field house, The Cougar
Store, next to The Dome and The
Campus Bookstore.

Surviving Katrina

In order to alleviate stress that

may occur from casualties, ASI
will introduce Dr. Carlene Smith,
a counselor who will help deal
with stress of this catastrophe.
The concept will consider the
topic “why bad things happen to
good people.” The event will be
held at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 8 at Com-
mons 206.

The Bloodmobile

“Get out and Give Blood Cam-
paign” will help alleviate the
expected need of blood for vic-
tims of Katrina. For those who
can give blood, the Red Cross

.bloodmobile will be returning

Oct. 18 to 19 on campus.
Cougar Fever Week

ASI Cougar Fever Week will
feature an all New Orleans
theme, “Hurricane Relief Jazz
Festival and Fund Raiser.” The
event will include Cajun style
dancing with Zydeco Perfor-
mances. The festival will be held
at Forum Field, in front of the
Kellogg Library.

“We wanted to bring New
Orleans home, to get students

_involved.” Festivities will include

New Orleans style food and blue
Mardi Gras beads, selling for
one dollar donations. “The whole

Photo by Jason Encabo / The Pride

Cougar paws displaying names or messages of donaters.

week will be jazz theme,” said
Leonard.

For more information about
upcoming hurricane events

contact Sarah Leonard at
leona031@csusm.edu or for more
information about the Red Cross
visit http://www.redcross.org/.

MEMORIAL, from page 1

ning Task Force, the University
Budget Committee, the Aca-
demic Affairs Assessment Advi-
sory Team, the Library and Tech-
nology Advisory Committee, and
the Educational Effectiveness
Committee (WASC). He also
participated in the campus Pan
Asian activities and was the club
advisor for two student organiza-
tions: Garabatos (a Spanish liter-
ature club) and the Anime club.

Although Igasaki may be recog-
nized from the various campus
groups he was associated with,
he was known more specifically
for his dedication to helping stu-
dents with their coursework and
helping them meet Cal State
San Marcos’ language require-
ment, even if it meant utilizing
his free time outside of the lab.
According to an email from
University President Karen S.
Haynes, “Kevin was a beloved
member of our campus com-

-Tutors Wanted for all subjects. Want to have fun, help others and earn extra
money? Club Z! In-Home Tutoring Services is the world’s largest provider of
in-home tutoring. We offer students private one-on-one tutoring for all subjects °
and ages. We are currently seeking part-time tutors in the Temecula, Murrieta,
Menifee areas of Riverside County and throughout San Diego County. We
offer a flexible schedule and a starting pay of $16 to $20 per hour, depending on
experience and subject.
Applicants must be in his/her final university year or enrolled in the credentialing]
program with a GPA of 3.2 or higher. All candidates must submit to a background]
check. Successful tutors are reliable, care about students, enjoy teaching and are
good communicators who can explain subject matter well.

If you are interested in joining our team, please visit our website and fill out an
application:http://www.clubztutoring.com/tutor_opportunities.php.

ChildCare Careers

The Source for Child Care Prafessionals
www.ChildCareCareers.net
HIRING TEACHERS NOW (ECE)!!!
Immediate Full-time, Part-time, Temporary, and/or Permanent Positions
in San Diego and North County.
Flexible scheduling. Minimum 6 ECE units required.
Prior fingerprinting and experience a plus.

(619) 293-0060
(619) 293-0090 Fax

|
j
| $31.7
i

JF SIS S S W T o s e S
smog check special
test only / test all*

Smog Central :
375 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd. San Marcos |

760-471-0770
I' plus reguiar test, gross polluters, out of state, title ransfer. coupon expires I

.9/:31!05
L N W Wl e —m—. |

+ $8.25 certificate
cars and light rucks

munity and it is evident that
he had many friends among
the faculty, staff and students.”
The USD is hosting a memorial
for Igasaki, who recently com-
pleted his doctorate in leader-
ship studies at the university. In
fact, his dissertation concerning
the issue of illegal street racing
and the media’s involvement was
completed in the spring 2005
semester. Igasaki also served as
the director of finance for the
School of Education’s Graduate
Student Association (SOE-GSA)
for USD.

The memorial service will
be held on Sept. 10 at the USD
Degheri Alumni Building Court-
yard. The service will last from
5-8 p.m. and refreshments will
be served before and after the
service.

Funeral services for Igasaki
were held on Aug. 19 at the
Green Hills Memorial Park in
Rancho Palos Verdes.

Catherine Bellier-Igasaki, has
asked that in lieu of flowers,
donations be made to her family
to help support the activities of
their. children, Maximilien and
Samantha.

Donations can be made out
to Catherine Bellier-Igasaki,
and mailed to 122 Five Crowns
Way, Encinitas CA 92024.
If information is needed about the
service, contact Tina Braum of
USD by email at tinab@sandiego.
edu or Susan Mitchell of Cal
State San Marcos by email at
smitchel@csusm.edu. Mitchell is
also available at (760) 750-4931.

Dry Blackthorn

eal Dart Boards, Pool Table, Fooshall Table,
uke Box with 100,000 songs and EA's “PGA Tour” Golf
’700471-8"3*ﬂww.chumspub.m ?

, Sausage Rolls, Scotch
kka Masala and more!!
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Library
updates
for the

new school
year

BY ZACHARY J. SIMON
Pride Staff Writer

The New, New Library.

To the uninitiated or unobservant stu-
dent, this may come as a shock:

The library is new.

Again.

Originally finished in Jan. 2004, the Kel-
logg Library replaced facilities occupying
only a portion of Craven Hall. But in addi-
tion to providing more computers to ini-
tially kill time and subsequently save the
last minute, Kellogg Library has recently
extended its hours. This came as a result
of student and faculty input, so don’t hesi-
tate to share your comments and concerns
with the staff.

Melanie Chu, Outreach/Multicultural
Librarian, even took the time to talk with
Pride about other helpful additions fo the
Library.

“I think one the most helpful services
that the library offers is the Research Help

Photo by Jason Encabo / The Pride

The reading room located 6n the fifth floor of the library is now open to students.

Desk, which is staffed during all hours of
the library. It provides a place for students
to come when they have a research ques-
tion or project coming up, and we’ll pair
you up with a subject librarian specializ-
ing in your field.”

The desk, to the right of the main doors
of the third (Starbucks) floor, is hard to
miss, but even closer to this entrance
is something maybe too close under an
inkless nose to be noticed. The McNaugh-
ton collection is part of the large triangular
bookshelf and contains over 200 popular
fiction and non-fiction titles, a great place

for anyone who still doubts that books can
be entertaining as well as educational.

Beyond and next to the stairs is an art
gallery that regularly exhibits the striking
work of acclaimed artists.

Above this, Kellogg Library’s fourth
floor houses a wide range of periodicals
and a special copy center that can help with
virtually any project. High on the fifth
floor is good news for those already wish-
ing they had another lifetime to finish their
booklist, or at least a nice place to start it.
The reading room, complete with fine fur-
niture and a decorative couch, is now open

to students. Keep watch for more reasons
why our library is the best place to both
catch up and fall behind on your studies.

Photo by Tracey Turner / The Pride
Chad Crittenden spoke at Clarke Fieldhouse on September 1, 2005.
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SURVIVOR, from page 1

He was 33.

After researching his options,
Crittenden found that with pros-
thesis he would still be able to
play soccer, he made the decision
to have the amputation.

“It [losing my foot] wasn’t that
big of a deal for me. I’'m not sure
why,” Crittenden said.

He didn’t reveal to his fellow
“Survivor” tribe members that
he had a “prosthetic titanium and
carbon-fiber foot” until after he
felt he had proved himself physi-
cally.

Only after a strenuous hike to
camp in the pouring rain, build-
ing a shelter, gathering wood and
finding water, did he unveil his

Call Jacki

leg to his tribe mates. Just one
out of nine tribe members had a
problem with Crittenden’s pros-
thesis; the rest complimented his
athletic ability.

Crittenden said that in his daily
life, he does not really experience
discrimination, but sometimes he
encounters interesting reactions
when people see his leg. He said
children, who, naturally, have no
shame, ask him, “Why do you
have a robot leg?”

Crittenden maintains a posi-
tive, open attitude and a sense
of humor about his leg and about
life in general. These are the
attributes he wants to convey
to the students at Cal State San

Marcos.
Though he says he is not a reli-

Preschool substitutes, aids, and
teachers. All areas, full time
flexible part time hours

$7.50-$10.00 hourly
858-565-2144

gious man, he maintains a spiri-
tual mind-set and feels that life is
all about having a positive out-
look. If he notices someone star-
ing at his leg, he’ll ask them if
they have any questions.

“Ignore the naysayers, those
who think you can’t do it,” Crit-
tenden said. “If you have a goal
in mind, there’s no reason you
can’t do it.”

~ FURNISH YOUR

ALL IN EXCELLENT
CONDITION and priced

right. Call Judy at 760-
‘ ~ 744-6986

HELP WANTED: CNC

- MACHINE OPERATOR

- Machine shop near
campus needs part time
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Viewing the world from two different perspectives

BY MATTHEW SCHRAMM
Pride Staff Writer

BY MELISSA BLAIRD
Pride Staff Writer

Do you see the glass as half empty or half
full? Although it’s become a cliché expres-
sion, this question contains a lot of truth
when it comes to the idea of being optimis-
tic — an idea that can be successfully put
into practice with the start of a new semes-
ter at CSUSM.

As a recovering pessimist, I know what
it is to doubt everything; and even enjoy
doing it, but optimism holds so much more
success for those who master it. Just look
at the famous athletes who have used their
optimism to help them excel. Where would
Lance Armstrong be if he hadn’t been opti-
mistic and fought his way back from life-
threatening cancer to win multiple consecu-
tive Tour-De-France titles?

Here at CSUSM, there are numerous ways
you can turn a pessimistic perspective into
an optimistic one and have similar success
in your life — albeit on a much smaller scale.

" To some people optimism obviously comes
easily (the type of people you either love or
hate) yet for the rest of us being optimistic
takes a little practice. Simply be patient, take
time doing your daily tasks so you can stand
back and look at the positive side of things and
thus work toward them.

For example, instead of complaining about
having to climb the million plus steps at San
Marcos between classes, think about all the
exercise you’ll get wandering across CSUSM in
the late summer sun.

When stuck in a class you don’t like and didn’t
want to take, instead of being a pessimist about it,
be optimistic about the class and watch your inter-
est and success surrounding the class grow.

Simply looking at things in a different perspective
can make all the difference in the world: don’t every
let yourself believe that you are going to fail, instead
believe that nothing can stop you from meeting your
goals and succeeding. Start your new semester at
CSUSM as an optimist instead of a pessimist and
watch success follow you wherever you go.

Arguing for pessimism is like arguing for infidel-
ity or gluttony or indecent exposure. The alternatives
of each seem so much more respectable that society
fails to consider the allure of deviating from what is
considered ‘good’ behavior.

Pessimism is just another defense mechanism.
Some people drown a bad day with alcohol. Some
£o to movies to watch other people live life instead of

living their own. The pessimist simply expects every

day to be bad, making the bad easier to bear when it
comes.

It is easier to deal with death if the deceased is ill for
a long time beforehand. It’s easier because the death
is expected. Pessimism is like an illness. It prepares

you for the worst possible scenario. The pessimist is not
taken aback by tragedy. Rather, he waits for it with calm
certainty because it is inevitable.

When a healthy person is suddenly flattened by a car
while crossing the street, enjoying nature, the death is

much harder to deal with. It is harder because the tragedy

is unexpected. Optimism is like health. You feel well so
you forget it is a transient feeling. Then when something
unfortunate happens, it is horribly shocking.

Schopenhauer said if we compared the pleasure felt by
one animal eating another to the pain felt by the animal
being eaten, we would see that pain completely outweighed

pleasure in life. He used this analogy to defend pessimism

as most logical.

Hemingway was a pessimist. He tried to end his life many
times, one of which involved an attempt to run into cycling jet
propellers. Sylvia Plath felt life wasn’t worth waking up for
and stuck her head into an oven. Virginia Woolf piled rocks
into her pocket and drowned herself in a lake, deciding no expe-
riences in life were as exciting as the experience of death.

The trend is that hopelessly depressed attitudes breed great lit-
erature. Without the author’s dreary outlook, a lot of books would

not have achieved their depth and success.

Of course, cheery, positive attitudes breed literature too. They
breed Doctor Phil’s advice books and teenage magazines. If false
hope and shallow happiness are what you want, then hurray for opti-
mism.

We are told it is best to see the glass as half full. But when it’s
viewed as half empty, it seems there is less to knock over and spill on
your crotch.

Nihilism protects you from disappointment. Idealism sets you up for it.
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Editorial from the editor-in-chief

The past week has proven
tougher than the first. With
classes started, I found myself
compounded with bothhomework
and these new editor responsibili-
ties. I do not know how the previ-
ous editors did it.

Looking back at the first issue,
I realize many mistakes. I will

let you spot them if you still-

have a copy rather than embar-

rass myself with the long detailed
list, and I am working on fixing
repetitive mistake for the future
(tip’s).

I will still count on readers to
bring forth problems, ideas or
concerns they may have, not only
about the newspaper but also of
the school. I was looking forward
to posting letters to the editor
in the paper this week, alas I

received none. I have heard many
verbal remarks made about the
first issue, mostly good. Many
cougars where surprised to find
out that we put out an issue on

the first week and congratulated

us on a job well done, still no let-
ters. I heard one remark about
the staff being Gestapo, but that
person still did not write it down
for us to print. '

“z§es

The great usefulness of letters
to the editor is the impact it has
on the writers and content of the
paper. Granted we have had sug-
gestions that we do not follow
MLA, we follow AP. Another
concern was our lack of cover-
ing off campus news stories. We
try not to compete with the large
newspapers, even though they
now have stands here on campus.

Our goal is to write about this
campus. Stories will contain ele-
ments that link it back to Cal
State San Marcos.

With this open request hotline,
students, staff and faculty can
give their input to the building of
this great media.

Patrick B. Long

pride@csusm.edu

Entertaiment in the Clarke Fieldhouse

BY JASON HOBBS
Pride Staff Writer

It was recently said to me that
there were no places on Cal State
San Marcos’ campus to host a
small concert or a boxing match
within closed walls. After a little
investigation I found several
adequate venues for both small
concerts and for boxing matches.
The Clarke Field House for
instance would be fine to host a
series of small concerts featur-
ing unsigned and/or local musi-
cians. It may even fit a boxing
match. The new study center at
the top of the library would fit
both a boxing match and a small

concert as well. I don’t know that
that would be allowed, but it’s a
possibility.

After visiting Casino Night at
two different times (6:30pm and
8:15pm), I became concerned that
our student body was not inter-
ested in the events the campus has
to offer. Although I did not attend
the entire Casino Night event, the
two times I dropped by, I saw
the same amount of people at the
game tables; what seemed to be
about 25 people (not including
the dealers or the volunteers).

Perhaps instead of assuming
what the student body wants or
needs as far as fun and enter-
tainment on campus, there

should be a vote determined by
a simple majority rule for a vari-
ety of events ASI organizes. Per-
haps then there would be bigger
crowds than the approximate 25
people that showed up to Casino
Night and the approximate 40
people that showed up to “Col-
lege Survivor Night” where a
celebrity from one of the most
popular television shows of all
time was speaking.

There could be a variety of rea-
sons why the first two events of
the semester weren’t very popu-
lar. One may be that the ASI
Calendar of Events hand-out
listed Casino Night beginning
at 6pm and another schedule of

events posted by the ASI offices
listed the event time as beginning
at 8pm. It’s quite possible that
newer students like myself, did
not know the difference (if any)
between the Grand Salon and the
Clarke Field House either. Casino
Night took place at the Clarke
Field House but again there was
a difference between the big
orange calendar of events posted
by the ASI offices and the small
yellow hand-outs. One read that
Casino Night would take place
at the Grand Salon and the other
read that Casino Night would take
place at the Clarke Field House.
Unfortunately of the two poten-
tial venues for the night, only the

Clarke Field House is listed on
the big maps found throughout
campus.

Perhaps not all of the students
will enjoy live concerts on Friday
or Saturday nights. Perhaps not
all students will enjoy a live
boxing event on campus either.
But so far it seems that only
about 70 students have enjoyed
(or at least attended) the first two
campus events of the semester,
and with that short track record
it might be worthwhile to the
students to try some new ideas
before it’s too late.

Email me if you agree or dis-
agree at: hobbs008@csusm.edu.

Top five back

BY BRYAN MASON
Pride Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again; time
to pack up all your stuff and head
back to school. Unfortunately
summer is ending, fortunately
for us; the season to by back to
school gear never ends. This is it,
the top 5 list of must haves for the
new school year. :

1. iBook — Apples new line of
personal notebooks. The New
iBook is stronger, faster, and more
capable than ever. With built in
wireless Internet, and Bluetooth
technology, these notebooks can

pack a wallop in or outside of the
classroom. Read along with the
class as you look up the teacher’s

‘notes online wirelessly, or just

kick back and work with many
of the functions available on one
of the best consumer laptops
around. Either way, there will be
no regrets with the purchase of
this machine.

2. Cougar Cards — Ever found
yourself strapped for cash, but in
dire need of a quick snack, scan-
tron, or some lunch in between
classes? If so, grab a Cougar
Card, you can purchase them
anywhere and save them for
whenever they are needed. They

0 school must

are usable in the dome, and other
various places around campus.
Just select the amount of money
you want on the card, and they
will do it for you. The Cougar
Card is a gift card for students,
not exactly the gift that keeps on
giving, but it does its job well.

3. iPod - This already popular
Mp3 player is a great way to kick
back and listen to your favorite
tunes in between classes, or just
waltzing around the dorm room.
With a size of 20 or 60 gigabytes
it is the perfect addition for the
somewhat musically challenged
and all the way up to the maestro
of music.

4. Treo 650 Smart phone
— This is a new one for a lot of
people. A sophisticated blend of

‘phone and function if you will.

The Treo 650 Smart phone com-

bines a handheld PDA with all

the applications of today’s top
cell phone. Be it for calling home,
or organizing your class sched-
ules with due dates, and assign-
ment notes, everything is at your
fingertips willing and waiting for
you to push the limits of technol-
ogy.

5. Sony CD Dream Machine
— Last but not least, is an alarm
clock. The Dream Machine not
only saves you from being late

aves

for class, but also plays your
favorite music with it’s built in
CD player, all of which is per-
sonally programmable to adjust
to your schedule. Adding some
tunes to the morning routine
can even help boost your eager-
ness for class...at least for some
people.

Short and sweet, but defiantly
essential, all of these things can
help you to achieve the goals of
academia, but also blow off some
steam and help yourselfrecooper-
ate over the weekends. It’s always
a plus having technology on your
side, and with these top five gad-
gets you can’t go wrong.
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“Lafe Lessons”
1N stage presence

Local band, Stranger, plays at House of Blues San Diego

BY JASON HOBBS
Pride Staff Writer

STRANGER

L.ife Lessons

Stranger stole the show with one of the
most phenomenal live performances I’'ve
ever seen/heard. Stranger’s energy was
certainly unsurpassed by all the other
bands that shared the stage with them on
Aug. 28, 2005, at the new House of Blues
(HOB) in San Diego, CA.

It was a surprise after watching all
of the bands perform that night that
Stranger was the opening act. With the
amount of fans they had there before the
show even began, it seems apparent that
they could headline their own show at
San Diego’s HOB.

Stranger opened the show with a
mostly instrumental, but very melodic
song, and then thanked the ecstatic
crowd for coming out to enjoy the show,
just before beginning a non-stop 40 min-
utes of energetic and powerful music.
Stranger performed a medley of what

seemed to be about 10 full songs. Every
song transitioned into the next in such a
fluid manner that there was no notice of
any errors or delays.

The final song of the medley fea-
tured nearly an entire disbandment and
reemergence of the band, bound together
by the steady beat of the drummer. After
the band reemergence, and the end of
the medley, the lead singer thanked the
very enthusiastic audience one more
time for coming out to the show to enjoy
their music and received a very warm
and almost overwhelmingly energetic
response from the audience. Then it was
announced by the lead singer that they
would do one more song.

Stranger ended the show with a brand
new song that had the creativity and style
that had me humming the song during
the intermission. After Stranger’s set,
the crowd finally began to move over to
the bar and the bathroom. Although San
Diego’s HOB is not that big and no matter
where you stood (even in the bathroom)
you could hear the music, no one seemed
to want to stop watching Stranger’s ener-
getic set. ;

The show was not over after Stranger’s
set, but you might not have known that if
you were standing outside watching all
of the people leave.

To purchase Stranger’s new full length
CD “Life Lessons” visit: www.Stranger-
Band.com
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A perspective on the

BY ALFRED CHU
Pride Staff Writer

What happened this summer?

It’s the question distributors,
producers and movie studio
executives are asking themselves
and each other. Compared to last
summer, the box office has seen
a decrease in domestic gross
while the marketing, promoting
and budget size of each movie
has experienced no significant
change.

So, if we all know what hap-
pened the harder question to
answer is, why?

Could it be a wide range of
changes that have occurred in
the economy and movie indus-
try in the past year? Contributing

factors may

include high gas prices,
illegal movie downloading, high
definition home entertainment
systems or even just a lack of
interest.

For 20 consecutive weeks,
beginning the weekend of Febru-
ary 4, the box office has seen a
decrease in sales when compared
to last year.

According to Box Office Guru
(www.boxofficeguru.com), the
decrease ranges from one per-
cent to 31 percent. The dilemma
is that a constant one percent
down can mean a few thousand
jobs could be lost. The movie that
finally helped end the dry spell
was “Fantastic Four.” That week-

end, July 8, the box

office brought in a
gain of three percent when com-
pared to last summer. Ironically,
“Fantastic Four” received some
of the worst reviews.

Maybe it’s not so ironic when
the other four films in the top five
are from acclaimed filmmakers
(Steven Speilberg’s “War of the
Worlds,” Christopher Nolan’s
“Batman Begins”) and received
better reviews.

The next weekend received
some much needed improve-
ment. New releases “Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory” and “The
Wedding Crashers” helped raise
the gain to 13 percent. Unfortu-

nately, the gain didn’t last long
as the following weekend gross
(July 22) showed a nine per-
cent down. The summer movie
season officially ends Labor Day
weekend and, looking at the new
releases, it’s bound to end with-
out a bang.

Let’s go back to the lack of
interest question. Last summer
was the summer of sequels and
CGI. “Shrek 2,” “Spiderman 2,”
“Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban” and “The Bourne
Supremacy,” all grossed at least
$175 million domestically. CGI
films, such as “The Day After
Tomorrow,” “I, Robot,” “Troy”

i3
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- New Line Cinema,
“Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory”

& “Batman Begins”

- Warner Bros, “War of
the Worlds” - Paramount
Pictures, “Fantastic Four”
- Twentieth Century Fox.

and “Van Helsing,” have
all grossed $120 million
domestically. Hyped
movies such as “Fahr-
enheit 9/11,” “The Village” and
“Collateral” have all grossed at
least $100 million domestically.
This summer, Hollywood
decided to release mainly
remakes and adaptations. Movies
such as “War of the Worlds,”
“Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory,” “The Hitchhiker's Guide
to the Galaxy,” “The Dukes of
Hazzard,” and “Bewitched” were
significant at the box office, but
according to the studios, not sig-
nificant enough. The next ques-
tion “Is it possible that this lack
of interest resulted from a lack of
creativity?”

Death Cab For
Cutie reveals
“Plans”

their

BY BRIAN MASON
Pride Staff Writer

On Tuesday August 30, Death Cab For
Cutie unleashed their long awaited follow-
up to “Transatlanticism.” Pushing the band
into a new direction of mixed genres and
collaborative thinking, “Plans” envelops

the reflective stylings of bands such as The
Album Leaf, and the late Elliott Smith.
Death Cab for Cutie strongly ‘utilizes the
technique of slow, strung out piano with
the soft and elegant notes of an acoustic
guitar, adding to the CD’s overall aura.

The first single off the CD “Soul Meets
Body” brings back the feeling of “The
Photo Album” LP, and softens it, giving
listeners a feel for the band’s progression
into a new sound.

Almost taking a page from Elliott
Smith’s own figurative songbook is “I will
follow you into the dark.” With their own
spin put into the song, Ben Gibbard quietly
serenades us on a journey of love, filled
with the unexpected twists and turns along
the way. Gibbard sings “Kf Heaven and
Hell decide that they both are satisfied, and

illuminate the No’s on their vacancy signs,

if there’s no one beside you, when your
soul embarks, then I will follow you into
the dark.” A simplistic yet morbid chorus
makes the song powerful, yet serine at the
same time. .

Produced by guitarist Chris Walla,
“Plans” really makes its mark with the song

. “Brother’s on a Hotel Bed.” The beginning

of the song is especially like The Album
Leaf, but when Gibbard’s voice projects
over the front of the piano, and acoustic

Photo courtesy of www.deathcabforcutie.com

drum set, we are reminded that “Plans” is
defiantly something new.

Ifyou are interested in anything remotely
good these days, you will defiantly need to
check out this CD. It pulls together and
intertwines some of Gibbard’s most press-
ing issues, relating them in a way that only
Death Cab for Cutie can bring us. Look for
them on tour this fall, and for more infor-
mation you can visit www.deathcabforcu-
tie.com.
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