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Keep your 
receipts 
Campus offers 
reimbursement 
scholarship 

BY AMY SALISBURY 
Opinion Editor 

Students' pockets are only 
so deep. Once the car has a 
full  tank, the rent is paid, 
and the new semester's books 
acquired, there isn't much left 
over. Luckily, a new schol-
arship from the University 
Bookstore may help remedy 
short-changed Cougars. 

The Cal State San Marcos 
Foundation and Associ-
ated Students, Inc. created 
a program to award 10 stu-
dents with $450 scholar-
ships to help pay for books 
and materials purchased at 
the University Bookstore. 
The scholarship works like 
a rebate coupon might at 
Best Buy: keep the origi-

See Receipts, Page 4 

Obama  accepts  Democratic  nomination 
BY BEN ROFFEE 
Managing Editor 

It was a week in the spotlight 
for the Democratic Party as poli-
ticians, delegates, supporters, and 
protesters convened in the Mile 
High City to formally adopt a 
party platform and confirm Barack 
Obama as their presidential can-
didate. From Aug. 24 to Aug. 28, 
prominent Democrats includ-
ing Hillary Clinton, Bill  Clinton, 
Howard Dean, A1 Gore, Michelle 
Obama, and Barack Obama spoke 
on behalf of the Democratic party 
at this years Democratic National 
Convention (DNC). 

Barack Obama officially 
accepted the Democratic nomi-
nation on Thursday Aug. 28, the 
45th anniversary of Martin Luther 
King's famed "I have a Dream" 
speech. On Invesco Field at Mile 
High, Stadium, Obama announced 
before a record crowd of 84,000 
people, "With profound gratitude 
and great humility, I accept your 
nomination for the presidency of 
the United States." 

10 cable and broadcast networks 
aired Obama's acceptance speach 
to more than 38 million television 
viewers, breaking all previous 

Democratic and Republican con-
vention audience records. The con-
vention attracted an average audi-
ence of 30.2 million viewers over 
the course of the 4-day event 

During his speech, Obama paid 
tribute to John McCain, saying of 
his Republican challenger, "Now 
let there be no doubt. The Repub-
lican nominee, John McCain, has 
worn the uniform of our country 
with bravery and distinction, and 
for that we owe him our gratitude 
and respect. 

However, Obama did attempt 
to distin-
guish himself 
from his rival 
throughout his 
speech. "We 
need a Presi-
dent who can 
face the threats 
of the future, 
not keep grasp-
ing at the ideas 
of the past," 
said Obama. 

H a v i n g 
clinched the 
required del-
egates for the 
Democratic 
nominat ion 

on June 3, Obama, then the pre-
sumptive democratic nominee, did 
not officially receive the party's 
nomination until the Aug. 27 roll 
call vote of the party's delegates. 
During the vote, Senator Hillary 
Clinton successfully motioned to 
suspend the roll call and nominate 
Obama by acclamation. JoeBiden 
also received the vice-presidential 
nomination by a voice vote on Aug. 
27, the same day as his address at 
the convention. 

The party's affirmation of Barack 
Obama as their presidential can-

didate marks the official end of a 
volatile and protracted primary 
season. The months leading up to 
the convention saw tension build 
around the seating of Florida and 
Michigan's delegates and the dissat-
isfaction of many Clinton Support-
ers wiBi the outcome of the primary. 
The credentials committee stifled 
some these concerns with their 
move to restore full  voting rights to 
the Florida and Michigan delegates 
on Aug. 24, the day before the start 

See DNC, Page 4 
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"I Have a Dream" 
not long forgotten 
BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
News Editor 

On Aug. 28, the 45th anni-
versary of Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" 
speech, the Democratic Party 
cheered on as Illinois Senator 
Barack Obama, the first Afri-
can American candidate for a 
major political party, accepted 
his nomination. 

Over 84,000 supporters were 
present for during the 42-minute 
speech, making the gathering 
the largest at a Democratic con-
vention ever. 

In MLK's speech, he emphat-
ically declared, "I have a dream 
that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where 
they will  not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the 
content of their character." 

Two of his children spoke 
during the convention following 
a video tribute of their father to 
celebrate the historic occasion. 

See Speech, Page 4 

McCain announces Alaska 
For the second time in U.S. 
the role as running mate to 

Governor as running mate 
history, a woman assumes 
a major party candidate. 

BY JACKIE CARBA JAL 
News Editor 
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A mother of five and self 
proclaimed "hockey mom," Palin, 
44, got her start in politics in 1992 
when she ran for city council in 
Wasilla, Alaska. 

On Friday, Aug. 29, a day 
after the close of the Demo-
cratic National Convention, 
the presumptive Republican 
nominee, Arizona Senator John 
McCain, announced Alaska 
Governor Sarah Palin as his 
vice presidential candidate. 

Palin is not only the first 
female running mate selected 
for the GOP, but also the first 
Alaskan on a major party 
campaign. A first term gover-
nor, Palin beat out Gov. Frank 
Murkowski for reelection in the 
2006 Republican primary and 
defeated Democrat Gov. Tony 
Knowles in the general elec-
tion. 

In 1984, Democratic candi-
date Walter Mondale selected 
Geraldine Ferraro as his run-
ning mate. Incumbent Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan defeated 
them, however, in a landslide 
victory. 

Commenting to Fox News on 

the announcement of another 
female contender, Ferraro noted 
that McCain's choice could 
make a difference in the turn-
out of the election. "There are 
a lot of women who are disaf-
fected by how Hillary [Rodham 
Clinton] was treated" during 
her run in the Democratic pri-
maries, adding "I've spent a lot 
of time over the last 24 years 
saying, 'Gosh, I wish I weren't 
the only one.'" 

In her welcoming speech, 
Palin addressed the female 
vote, reaching out to Hillary 
supporters. 

"Hillary  left 18 million 
cracks in the highest, hardest 
glass ceiling in America. But it 
turns out the women of Amer-
ica aren't finished yet, and we 
can shatter that glass ceiling 
once and for all," Palin said. 

This Monday, Palin con-
firmed reports that her 17-year-
old daughter, Bristol, is preg-

nant. 
In a statement released by the 

McCain campaign, Palin adds 
that her daughter is about five 
months pregnant, going to keep 
the child and marry the father. 

"We have been blessed with 
five wonderful children who we 
love with all our heart and mean 
everything to us," the statement 
said. "Our beautiful daughter 
Bristol came to us with news 
that as parents we knew would 
make her grow up faster than 
we had ever planned. As Bris-
tol faces the responsibilities of 
adulthood, she knows she has 
our unconditional love and sup-
port." 

The Palin family also 
requested that the media respect 
the privacy of the couple. 

The McCain campaign also 
stated that McCain knew of 
the pregnancy before selecting 
Palin and did not consider it to 
be a deterrent in the election. 


