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Can I  Get  a Price  Check?  NOPE 
By CHAD SPINKS 
Pride Staff Writer 

United Food and Commer-
cial Workers, UFCW, members 
organized a strike against Kroger, 
Albertsons, and Safeway chain 
grocery stores that began October 
13. According to the UFWC web-
site, the strike is an effort to protect 
employee benefits which are being 
cut under a new provision. The new 
provisions would decrease medical 
benefits by half and jeopardize long 
term employee's pension plans. 

A lawsuit has been filed by 
UFCW Unions against Albertsons 
and Ralph's, who have locked 
out employées, for violating the 
California Mass Layoff Notifica-
tion Law (California Labor Code: 
Section 1400). The law requires 
all employees to be given 60 days 
notice prior to a mass layoff. 

Andrea Conner stands at the 
entrance of the Ralph's shopping 
center holding a picket sign reading, 
"Ralph's Employees On Strike." 
Motorists drivé by honking horns 
and giving thumbs up of approval as 
she waves back with a smile. "Any 
support we get is great," Conner 
said. 

Students living in the Uni-
versity Village Apartments have 
become aware of the strike over the 
past week. Ralph's is the closest gro-
cery store to UVA residents, "I have to 
go grocery shopping, but I go to Stater 
Brothers. I totally support the Union. 
I went over there to strike and I don't 
even work there," said freshman, and 
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Road and Twin Oaks Valley Road last Sunday. 

Pick-up  Crashes At  CSUS 
By JONATHAN ROIXEY 
Co-Editor 

A black pick-up truck slammed into a 
traffic light last Saturday at the intersection 
of Twin Oaks Valley Road and Craven Road 
at the main entrance to CSUSM. 

The driver, Curtis Roberts, is 
currently listed in critical condition at 
Palomar Medical Center. 

Police reports are yet to be issued, but 
witnesses said the driver speeded through 
a read light and lost control of the vehicle 
when he hit a dip in the road. 

See PICK-UP, page 6 

Protestors  outside  on  Twin  Oaks  Valley  Rd.  encourage  shoppers  to  take 
business  elsewhere. 

UVA resident, Amanda Howard. 
The strike has not deterred all stu-

dents from shopping at the Ralph's. "I 
still go over there (Ralph's), because 
you can't always get what you need at 
Stater Brothers," said freshman Aimee 
Bradley. 

Approaching the Ralph's entrance, 
union strikers hand customers lists 
of alternative places to shop. Andrea 
Conner convinces one customer, Scott 
Low, to shop elsewhere to support 
the union. "I'm with you, because 

See STRIKE,  page 2 

Presidential  Candidates  Anounced 

Ephraim  P. Smith 

By MELISSA RODRIGUEZ 
Pride Staff Writer ' 

A new president for CSUSM will 
soon be selected from three candidates 
who will  be visiting our campus to 
meet with students, faculty, alumni 
and the community from Nov. 5-7. 
The candidate selected will  relieve 
Interim President Roy McTarnaghan 
and succeed our former President 
Alex Gonzalez. 

"These are an extremely strong 
pool of candidates. Each one of them 

Karen S. Haynes 

would be a great president for the 
campus. They all have extremely 
good experience and they will  be 
able to lead the campus immediately 
through these challenging fiscal times 
and meet the needs of the students," 
said Colleen Bentley-Alder, Director 
of Public Affairs for the CSU 
Chancellors Office, 

Karen S. Haynes, President of the 
University of Houston-Victoria will 
visit Wednesday, Nov. 5, Dennis L. 
Hefner, President of State University 
of New York in Fredonia will  visit 

Dennis L.  Hefner 

Thursday, Nov.. 6, and Ephraim P. 
Smith, vice president for academic 
affairs at CSU Fullerton will  round 
out the visits on Friday, Nov. 7. 

Students who would like to meet 
the hopefuls can attend open forums 
at the Clarke Field House on Nov. 5-7 
from 1:45-2:30 pm or they can attend 
open receptions in the Dome Terrace 
at 5:30 pm 

Additional information about the 
candidates can be found at www.exec 
utivesearch.calstate.edu. 
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