
Governing bodies take opposite sides 
regarding senator's reported comments 

By Roman  S. Koenig  and  Claudia  M.  Acosta-Vazquez 
In wake of reported comments by state Sen. William Craven (R-Oceanside) saying 

that Latinos should carry identification cards to prove United States citizenship, the 
Academic Senate last week voted unanimously to support removal of the his name 
from the Cal State San Marcos administration building. 

The decision did not win the approval of the Associated Students council, however, 
which voted 4-3 Gat 28 against supporting the Academic Senate's initiative. 

"This time the issue of Craven will  be pursued to the top/ declared Br. Marcos 
Martinez of CSUS^i's visual and performing arts faculty, referring to the California 
State University system's chancellor Barry Murntz and board of trustees. "Are we to 
wait for him to 46 j t ^ ^ 

The Academic Senate's Oct. 26 vote calls for the removal of Craven's name from 
campus premises, including his bust from the lobby of Craven HaU and the renaming 
of campus streets that bear his name, according to the group's chairman, Dr. George 
Biehr. The 40-member senate discussed Craven's remarks and their repercussions to 
the community. 

The debate centers around Craven's reported comments in the Oct, 18 edition of the 
San Diego Union-Tribune, in which he is quoted as saying, "I think basically, when 
people talk about it, they're thinking of what I would have to say in a sort of an 
encompassing sense (is about) Hispanics." The article stated that Craven advocates 
the state Legislature's exploration of requiring all Latinos to carry ZD cards to prove 
citizenships While Craven has denied that he meant that only Latinos should carry ID 
cards, the Umon-Tribune has stated it has his comments on tape, 

"No faculty member asserted that Craven is a racist,5* Biehr explained about the 
meeting* "That is not the issue. The problem is that his statements going back several 
years (at least to 1991 when he called for public school personnel to report children of 
undocumented workers) have been very hurtful to many people, especially Latinos, 
His 'symbols' ~ his name and b u s t a r e connected to these statements. These 
symbols are reminders to anyone who sees them of his statements. Thus, they create 
a 'hostile workplace,"' In Match 1903, Craven came under fire for reportedly stating 
in the San Diego Umon-Trfbune that migrant workers were on a lower scale of 
humanity. 

Cid State San Marcos' Association of Latino Faculty and Staff (LAFS), headed by 
Br, Stella Clark, urged university President Br, Bill  Stacy to take immediate action to 
rename campus structures after someone who truly reflects the university's mission 
to promote cultural diversity. 

At the meeting, however, CSUSM Provost Dr. Richard Millman read a letter 
written by Stacy, in which he stated, UI have decided against proposing or advocating 
the renaming of Craven Hall. Sen. Craven has made enormous historical contributions 
to the founding of CSUSM." In the statement, Stacy explained that the naming of 
Craven Hall does not establish Craven as a spokesman for the university, nor does it 
imply that the university agrees or disagrees with his views on this or any other issue, 

That belief served as the focal point for the Associated Students' vote not to support 
the Academic Senate's action. 

"If  we cut off Sen. Craven, we cut offournose to spite our face," said Undergraduate 
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Slate Sen, Wifftam Craven {R-Oceanside} speaks at the dedication of Craven Baft last year, ;§ 

i have decided against p H 
proposing or advocating the 
renaming of Craven Hall.' 

Dr.  Bfll  Stacy, 
Cal State  San Marcos  president 


