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October 11, 2006 marked the third

Annual Oktoberfest for the CSUSM stu-
dent body. Bratwurst sausages, lederho-
sen, and kegs are the traditional makings
of an Oktoberfest, and there was no short-
age of any of those elements at this year’s
celebration. Hosted by ASI’s Multicultural
Programs and the German Club, the ani-
mated festivities were held this year in the
Library Plaza, with free sausages and a
keg of root beer available during Univer-
sity Hour to hungry students.

Dressed in traditional German attire,
men in lederhosen, and the women of the
German Club in dirndls, members of the
German Club paraded around campus
holding signs for free bratwurst and bev-
erages. As dozens of students lined up to
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Top left: Students gather in front of grill where sponsors serve bratwurst in celebratlon of Oktoberfest. Above: German Club members

advertise the free bratwurst.

partake in the Oktoberfest revelry and
delicious cuisine, traditional Bavarian
and Austrian folk music. filled the plaza,
entertaining enthused students. The ethnic
Bavarian and Austrian music provided by
Bill Fassel and his wife, who have both

participated in the CSUSM Oktoberfest
since its origination, lifted the participat-
ing students’ spirits, and the upbeat tradi-
tional accordion music only elevated the
Oktoberfest sentiment.

Samantha Bigonger, Director of ASI

Multicultural Programs explained, “Well,
[real] beer is a big part of an Oktoberfest,
but obviously we couldn’t serve alcohol or
encourage that on campus, so we’re serv-

See OKTOBERFEST, page 2

The power of RAD

BY KELLY CORRIGAN
" Pride Staff Writer
Tomorrow, Wednesday, October 18, our
University Police Department will host
the first of three Rape Aggression Defense

Image courtesy of www.csusm.edu/police/RAD

R.A.D. representative wears an aggressor suit.

or RAD sessions for women. Each session
promises women easy to learn self-defense
tactics as a method of rape prevention.
According to CSUSM student Lisa Lim,
the RAD class has proven to reach beyond
that goal. Last year Lim participated in
the RAD program. She was worried that
she wasn’t physically equipped and before
the class began she asked herself, “Will I
be strong enough?” The relevance of body
size and physical strength, however, are
trumped by the reality based effectiveness
of the techniques that women learn during
class sessions. By the end of the course
Lim fought off people dressed in aggres-
sor suits, with her eyes closed. Lim says,
“The m@lctor 1s so positive and encour-
aging that it’s easier to feel empowered
and it’s a lot easier to go through.”
Officer Yosaren Panza is one of the
instructors of the RAD course; others
also include Casey Burns, Sarah Derho
and Cathy Nguyen. Officer Panza has

See RAD, page 2
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Joshua Lovelace, treasurer of LGBTA, gives his thumbs up to the student audience

Coming Out Day invites
students to open their minds

BY AMANDA ANDREEN
Pride Staff Writer

Supporting faculty and students were
numerous at the Lesbian, Gay, Transgen-
der, Bisexual, and Ally Student Organiza-
tion booth this past Wednesday, October

11, on National Coming Out Day. Com-
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peting for microphone time with the con-
curring third Annual Oktoberfest, mem-
bers of LGTBA and a handful of students
shared their personal testimonies of how
they came out to their families and friends.
As many students respectfully listened
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seen many transformations take
place in women who have partici-
pated in the course. “They realize
how much power they actually
have.” The sessions are divided
into different topics: awareness,
prevention, risk reduction, and
risk avoidance. Each participant
receives a manual that outlines the
entire physical defense program.
For those who have taken the
course in the past, they can take it
again any time for the rest of their
life for free, as long as they return

to the course with their manual.
The cost of the class for the first
time is twenty dollars.

CSUSM student Cheyenne Barr
has taken the RAD course twice
and is looking forward to becoming
a nationally certified RAD instruc-
tor in the near future. In past years,
Barr has heard self-defense and
rape prevention speakers advise
women to allow their bodies to go
limp if they were ever confronted
by an attacker. “They would tell
us these things, that if our bodies
go limp, [then] we’d be heavier for
them to drag away. With this class,

women can learn how to actively
fight off an attacker. It empow-
ers women, you can harness that
energy and you can actually stop a
sexual assault.”

The RAD course is scheduled
to take place over the next three
weeks with each session lasting
four hours. The class will meet
at the Emergency Operations
Center located in the blue por-
table building across from the
University Police Department at
441 La Moree Road. Participating
students are encouraged to wear
comfortable clothing and to bring

water for the scheduled break. For
the first 20 students to R.SVP,
ASI and The Student Health and
Counseling Services will cover
the cost. The first class takes place
tomorrow from 4 to 8 p.m. The
second session of the course will
take place on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25 from 4 to 8 p.m. and the last
class will take place on Wednes-
day, November 1 from 4 to 8 p.m.
It is never too late to sign up. In
order to do so, women can email
www.csusm.edu/police/RAD.
htm or call (760) 750-4567. It is
never too late to sign up.

From OKTOBERFEST, page 1
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Bill Fassel entertains the Oktoberfest
attendees with an accordian.

ing root beer instead to keep in theme
with a traditional Oktoberfest.”

With additional activities to par-
ticipate in such as a root beer chug-
ging contest and carefree dancing to
“Der Ententanz,” also known as “The
Chicken Dance,” the Cougar spirit was
in full swing at this year’s Oktoberfest.
Information on future events spon-
sored by ASI Multicultural Programs
can be found at: http:/www.csusm.

- edu/sll/multicultural/index.htm.

From COMING OUT DAY, page 1
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Jay Franklin (far left), president of LGTBA, celebrates Oktoberfest on Coming Out Day.

and engaged with LGTBA, Joshua Lovelace,

- treasurer for LGTBA at CSUSM, thanked and

acknowledged encouraging “allies of the domi-
nant group.”

Beginning his speech with a quote from the
film “V for Vendetta,” he recited, “I had only
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told them the truth, was that so selfish?” As he
freely shared his own story, Lovelace explained
that his goal, shared by many other people from
both the dominant and minority cultures, is to
live with integrity and purpose.

Lovelace later expressed that LGTBA’s goal
for their booth on National Coming Out Day
was two-fold: “One, to empower those who
have already come out and build encourage-
ment for those who have yet to come out; and
two, to educate the community on campus,
people who aren’t LGTBA, and help them
identify with our struggle and understand that
we’re people just like everyone else, with the
same fears and needs.”

Members of LGTBA who spoke during Uni-
versity Hour sought to help listening students
comprehend that the struggle at hand isn’t
about agreeing or disagreeing with homosexu-
ality, that instead it is about recognizing dif-
ferences and celebrating similarities. “Know
that you’re not alone,” Lovelace stressed as he
concluded his testimony, pausing to add, “It’s
time to celebrate our campus culture, and our
diversity.”
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