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Matt Walsh wins 2012-2013 ASI President Election 
BY MELISSA MARTINEZ 
NEWS EDITOR 

As of March 28, student 
voters elected Matthew 
Walsh to to represent the 
voice of students at CSUSM 
as ASI President & CEO for 
the 2013 - 2014 academic 
year. 

As ASI president next fall, 
the first plan of action Walsh 
is preparing for is making 
ASI the most; visible entity 
on campus. 

"If students don't know 
ASI exists, all of our hard 
work is meaningless. I want 
a student who is currently 
in the nursing program to 
know who their College of 
Education Health and Hu-
man Services representative 
is. I want students to know 
that ASI is fighting for them 

and we always will. Our best 
interests is in the students," 
Walsh said. 

Walsh stated that though 
he never planned on running 
for ASI president previously, 
his interest inclined as he 
became more involved on 
campus. 

"I realized that I can help 
the university grow and help 
myself reach the potential 
by continuing to serve the 
university as ASI President," 
Walsh said. 

In discussing the main is-
sues Walsh witnesses at 
CSUSM, Walsh said, "The 
biggest issues that the uni-
versity and the students have 
is that the state government 
is not doing its duties. The 
California State government 
is not properly representing 
the students of CSUSM." 

Walsh believes that fund-
ing for education is being 
used as a political means and 
the only people to lose are 
students. 

"We need a government 
that is willing to fight. I plan 
to represent students and 
meet with the city and the 
state government and inform 
them of the needs of the stu-
dents," Walsh said. "You 
need someone who is will-
ing to build relationships to 
ensure that the students are 
properly represented." 

Walsh uses the example of 
Prop. 30 which was passed 
in the 2012 election. "The 
government is using educa-
tion as a political ploy. They 
added the education initia-
tive to the proposition be-
cause Governor Brown knew 
WALSH CONTINUED ON 2 
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The posted March 28 ASI 2013 election results showing that 
Matt Walsh won with by 58 % and with a total of 412 votes. 
Photo courtesy of the ASI BOD Facebook page. 

Supreme Court hears oral 
argument regarding prop. 8 
BY MMS^A^IARTINEZ 
NEWS EDITOR 

California's gay marriage 
ban, otherwise known as 
Proposition 8, made its way 
to the Supreme Court where 
oral arguments were held on 
Tues. March 26. 

In the case of Hollings-
worth vs. Perry, Charles J. 
Cooper presented an argu-
ment on behalf of the peti-
tioners to ban gay marriage 
in the state of California. 

During the argument, it is 
evident that the justices are 
not sure whether the argu-
ment should be considered 
since California officials de-
clined to defend the proposi-
tion, leading the justices to 
challenge their argument by 
saying the proponents had 
no personal injury at stake. 
The justices made it clear 
that there was no "standing" 
for Cooper and the petition-
ers to sue. However, Cooper 
argued that the proponents' 
injury was to the state. 
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The Supreme Court Justices will hear and decide on the case 
regarding California's gay marriage ban. 

"But, Your Honor, I guess 
the point I want to make is 
that there is no question the 
State has standing, the State 
itself has standing to repre-
sent its own interests in the 
validity of its own enact-
ments," Cooper said. 

Cooper's argument in-
sisted that though there is no 
personal injury to same-sex 
marriage, the state experi-
enced injury in same-sex 
marriage. 

Justice Anthony M. Ken-
nedy stated that the injury 
Was not to the state, but to the 
40,000 children of same-sex 
couples. 

"On the other hand, there 
is an immediate legal in-
jury or legal — what could 
be a legal injury, and that's 
the voice of these children. 
There are some 40,000 chil-
dren in California, accord-
ing to the Red Brief, that 
COURT CONTINUED ON 2 

Getting ready for graduation 
BY MELISSA MARTINEZ 
NEWS EDITOR 

With commencement just 
around the corner, it is im-
portant-for graduating stu-
dents to be aware of the up-
coming deadlines to ensure a 
smooth transition from stu-
dent to graduate. 

After applying for gradu-
ation, graduates should 
check their graduation audit 
(a form that lists and tracks 
required completion of all 
degree requirements). They 
should also fill out the par-
ticipation form to participate 
in Commencement, due no 
later than April 15. On April 
30 through May 2, there will 
be information sessions re-
garding Commencement re-
hearsal. 

There will be commence-
ment ceremony information 
offered for students who 
intend on graduating this 
spring. On Friday, May 17, 
there will be two information 
sessions, the first at 10:30 
a.m. will be for the College 
of Business Administration 
and the College of Educa-
tion, Health and Human 
Services will be held at 4:30 

p.m. On Saturday, May 18, 
the College of Humanities, 
Arts, Behavioral and Social 
Sciences will hold their in-
formation session at 9:30 
a.m. with the College of Sci-
ence and Mathematics to fol-
low at 3 pjn. 

Other duties graduating 
seniors should complete are 
picking up their Honor Cord 
if they are eligible to gradu-
ate with Honors, discuss ca-
reer options through the ca-
reer center located at Craven 
Hall 1400, join the alumni 
association at alumniweb. 
csusm.edu, pay any balances 
on student account and if 
they have received financial 
aid, complete the exit loan 
counseling. 

It is important to commu-
nicate with advisors to main-
tain an accurate graduation 
status throughout the semes-
ter before commencement. 
Missing deadlines and re-
quired paperwork can often 

* lead to delayed processing 
for commencement records 
and may possibly danger 
graduation eligibility. 

For more information regard-
ing commencement, please visit 
csusm.edu/commencement. 

Shooting the breeze with UPD 
Chief of Police gives his take on police TV 
BY BEN CARLSON 
STAFF WRITER 

If a film or television show 
was to be made portraying 
the men and women of the 
CSUSM University Police 
Department, it likely would 
not contain many of the 
exciting elements seen in 
regular mainstream police 

dramas. In fact, it probably 
wouldn't contain any of the 
less entertaining scenes from 
a regular episode of "COPS." 

Despite the pleasant na-
ture of CSUSM, the UPD is 
on guard at all hours, main-
taining a secure campus and 
keeping an eye on us stu-
dents. It may not make for 
a dramatic television show, 

but that begs the question: 
which shows or films actu-
ally portray police officers in 
the most realistic way? Also, 
which cop movies or shows 
are, so to speak, police-ap-
proved? 

Police Chief Robert G. 
McManus may be the best 
man to ask such questions. 
Besides being the UPD chief 

and holding a police resume 
stretching back decades, 
McManus majored in film 
at SDSU in the 70s. His eye 
for film and his lengthy ex-
perience as a peace-keeper 
makes him an ideal critic for 
police dramas. 

When asked about police 
in film and television, Police 
Chief McManus mentioned 

the CBS drama "CSI." Af-
ter investigating a car that 
had been broken into, Chief 
McManus was asked by the 
driver, "Did you get the re-
sults?" The victim of the 
crime was referring to a false 
understanding of the police 
process- thinking that' the 
men and women from "CSI" 
POLICE CONTINUED ON 2 

http://www.csusmchronicle.com
mailto:csusm.cougarchronide@gmail.com


Caregiver/ Child Core Worker 
Provide core, supervision, training to 

individuals With autism developmental 
disabilities and special needs. 

Salary: $9 - $12.00/hr based on 
Education & Exp. i 

Job Requirements: J 
HS/GED, acceptable driving History I 

& criminal background check, C A m 
Driver's License & mm 

reliable transportation. M 

- Part Time or Full Time m 
- Flexible Hours I 

• On the Job Training provided 
- No prior exp. Required H 

i n r i n * T E R i 
Campus of Life 

Azusa Pacific University SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT 
; K / V 

Take the next step with an 
MBA from Azusa Pacific, 

TRADITIONAL PROGRAMS: 
Our business programs allow you to earn your degree at your own pace, 
taking one, two, or more classes per nine-week term. What's more, the 
course material centers on your real world experience. 

• Master of Business Administration 
• Master of Arts in Management 
• Online Master of Arts In Management 

FIFTH-YEAR PROGRAMS: 
Designed for students interested in earning their bachelor's and going 
straight into a master's, APU's fifth-year programs help you complete 
your degree in Just one year. Our Young Executive and Millennial programs 
also offer field-study trips around the.worfd. 

• Millennial Master of Business Administration 
• Young Executive Master of Business Administration 
• Young Executive Master of Arts in Management 
• Master of Professional Accountancy (launching 2013) 

check out 
our website 

csusmchronicle.com 

WALSH FROM I 
that if it involved education, 
people would fight for it," 
Walsh said. 

As well as representing the 
students of CSUSM, Walsh 
aims at improving the re-
lationship between the city 
of San Marcos and campus. 
Walsh said that one of the 
successes ASI experienced 
last fall was building rela-
tionships on campus, having 
all the college representa-
tives meeting with the prov-
ost and deans so that students 
and administration build a 
communicative relationship. 

Currently, the San Diego 
native is majoring in social 
science and mathematics, 
while minoring in history 
and communications with 

plans to become a teacher 
or run for Vice President of 
the United States one day. 
Walsh's involvements on 
campus include previously 
holding the position as a 
Resident Advisor for the 
University Village Apart-
ments, a member of the 
University Student Union 
Advisory Board and is cur-
rently the Chair of the Board 
of Directors, Chief of Staff 
for current ASI President 
Scott Silviera, membership 
to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity and works for the 
Vice President of Student Af-
fairs within the Deans office. 
Walsh is also an advocate for 
the Civility Campaign and is 
a member of ACE Scholar 
Services, a program for for-

mer foster youth which tar-
gets students that were once 
wards of the state. 

Being an ACE Scholar has 
provided Walsh a passion 
in supporting former foster 
youth through higher educa-
tion since currently, 97 per-
cent of former foster youth 
do not make it to a four-year 
university. Of the three per-
cent that do make it to a four-
year university, only 1.5 per-
cent of those students attain 
a four-year degree. Walsh 
believes that he can provide 
hope for students on campus 
in the role of ASI president 
as a former foster youth. 

Congratulation to all of 
the newly elected 2013-
2014 candidates. 
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COURT FROM I 
live with same-sex parents, 
and they want their parents 
to have full recognition and 
full status . The voice of those 
children is important in this 
case, don't you think?" Ken-
nedy said. 

"That consideration espe-
cially in the political process, 
where this issue is being de-
bated and will continue to be 
debated, certainly, in Califor-
nia. It's being debated else-
where. But on that — on that 
specific question, Your Hon-
or, there simply is no data," 
responded Cooper. "In fact, 
their expert agreed there is 

no data, no study, even, that 
would examine whether or 
not'there is any incremental 
beneficial effect from mar-
riage over and above the do-
mestic partnership laws that 
were enacted by the State of 
California to recognize, sup-
port, and honor same-sex 
relationships and their fami-
lies." 

With this, the justices 
agreed that the opinions of 
children of same-sex mar-
riages should be considered 
and since 40,000 children in 
the state if Calif, stated that 
they wanted their parents 
to have legal marital status. 

Cooper argued that the affect 
of being raised by a same-
sex couple would lead to 
emotional injury, regardless 
of what children believed. 

Supporters of Prop. 8 also 
argued that same-sex mar-
riage would harm "respon-
sible procreation," because 
same-sex couples would not 
be able to reproduce. 

Justice Elena Kegan and 
Cooper both discussed the 
whether the value of mar-
riage lies in procreation or 
not, giving examples of mar-
riage being constitutional be-
tween couples over the age 
of 55. 

The justices agreed that 
there are heterosexual mar-
riages that are unable to pro-
create or decide not to, which 
ignited the discussion about 
elder couples unable to pro-
create. 

The next argument consist-
ed of discussing labels, with 
Chief Justice John G. Rob-
erts Jr. Reminding the court 
that the word "marriage" 
was a label since Calif, has 
already made strides in creat-
ing equal rights for same-sex 
couples. 

"It is like you were to say 
you can vote, you can travel, 
but you may not be a citi-

zen. There are certain labels 
in this country that are very, 
very critical," Olson said. 

With the discussion contin-
uing, the justices considered 
issues of when same-sex 
marriage became unconsti-
tutional, explored the idea 
that same-sex marriage was 
"newer than cell phones and 
the Internet." 

Chief Justice Roberts Jr. 
reminded the court that chil-
dren from same-sex mar-
riages are at no disadvantage 
than children of opposite-sex 
couples when Donald B. Ver-
rilli stated that the cost was 
a lack of a stabilizing effect, 

creating the children to de-
velop an emotional issue of 
being raised by same-sex" 
parents. The argument con-
sisted of the justices each 
asking critical questions for 
the opponents to consider us-
ing history of segregation to 
defend their arguments. 

To read the transcript of the 
oral arguments presented to 
the Supreme Court, visit, npr. 
org/2013/03/26/175351429/ 
audio-supreme-court-argu-
ments-on-california-gay-
marriage-ban 

Have an opinion? Share 
your thoughts at cougarchron. 
opinion® gmail.com 

California School of English 
28780 Single Oak Dr. Temecula CA 92590 

Earn your master's degree in business, 
when and how you want. 

POLICE FROM 1 

were busy investigating the 
crime. 

"He thought we had a lab 
with Bunsen burners and sci-
entists with microscopes," 
joked the chief, referring to 
the victim. Unfortunately, 
there is no secret lab at the 
UPD with investigators try-
ing to solve the mystery of a 
Prius break-in. 

According to the chief, 
other films and television 
shows that absurdly portray 
police officers includes the 
film "The Departed," the 
show and film "Starsky And 
Hutch" and "Hawaii 5-0." 
So what of cop-approved 
shows? 

Besides the wonderful 
show "COPS," Chief Mc-

Learn more about APU's graduate 
business programs: 
(866) 209-1559 AZUSARACIFIC L ' U N I V E R S I T Y 
WWW.APU.EDU/EXPLORE/SBM ,«00 

God First Since 1899 

manus recommended the 
film "End Of Watch," star-
ring Jake Gyllenhaal and 
Michael Pena. "The banter 
between officers as they 
drive around patrolling in the 
middle of the night, trying to 
keep each other awake and 
alert, it's done pretty well in 
that movie." 

McManus' recommenda-
tion should be considered. 
He knows film well and has 
a good eye. While work-
ing the SDSU campus as a 
young police officer, Mc-
Manus recalls his job at mul-
tiple crime scenes, bragging 
"I took the best crime scene 
photos in the department." 

What's your favorite police 
show? Share your thoughts at 
csusmchronicle.com. 
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mailto:cougarchron.news@gmail.com
mailto:tesol@csofe.com
http://www.csofe.comfacebook.com/calschool
http://WWW.APU.EDU/EXPLORE/SBM


Features Editor: 
Katlin Sweeney 

cougarchron.features@gmail.com 

Freshman at top of her game as Top Selling Author 
B Y BOBBY RIVERA 
STAFF WRITER 

There is a multitude of 
ways that we can now read 
a book, and many of those 
choices are at the touch of a 
keyboard. 

The development of the 
eBook, or digital book, 
makes it easier to read about 
every topic imaginable and is 
used by millions around the 
globe. Publishing technol-
ogy has entered the world of 
the Internet, and a potential 
global market can take a pre-
viously unknown author to a 
best-selling writer overnight. 
The eBook genres, similar to 
physical .novels, range from 
fiction to biographical, and 
anyone with a desire to write 
can share their thoughts and 
inspire. 

When looking for a top-
selling author who can move 
people, we don't have to go 
further than CSUSM. Fresh-
man Katlin Sweeney earned 
the distinction of becoming 
one of Amazon's best sell-
ing authors in the Children's 
Sports Biography section at 
the age of 18. She was mo-
tivate^ by her experiences 
with competitive sports, 
what she saw in high school 
and her love for her father. 

"I was inspired by my ex-
periences playing competi-
tive club and high school 
volleyball," Sweeney said. 

Now 19, Katlin was influ-
enced to attend CSUSM by 
professor and former depart-
ment chair of Literature and 
Writing Studies, Professor 
Martha Stoddard-Holmes. 

"What's distinctive about 
Katlin, aside from her 
strengths as a writer, are her 
persistence and sense of fo-
cus, those are key qualities 
for anyone who wants to 
publish," Professor Stodd-
ard-Holmes said. 

Yet Sweeney's story 
doesn't end there. It's really 
a story of her love for her fa-
ther, Tim Sweeney, who suf-
fers from Primary Sclerosing 
Cholangitis and is her editor. 

"The book is dedicated to 
my Dad, somebody who has 
supported me no matter how 
good or bad I was at vol-
leyball and has taught me 
more about life than I can 
ever repay in my lifetime," 
Katlin said. "The Bench 
Sitter" is a novel that is a 
real-life parallel to Katie's 
own experiences and obser-
vations as a bench sitter on 
her high-school volleyball 
team. It portrays the world 
of Katie through a lens that 
can be easily identifiable 
to the reader. People have 
depth, situations are real 
and the lens is clear. Katlin's 
story will also take you back 
in time to when someone 
cheered you on at a sporting 
event. 

Katlin's father shared his 
"John Wooden approach" 
of parenting, where he treats 
his kids as adults rather than 
talking down to them. In the 
hour I spoke to Tim Sweeney, 
I was motivated to looking at 
writing a book. His inspira-
tional thoughts and sharing 
of knowledge led him to be 
a highly regarded writer, 
which has transferred to the 
younger Sweeney. 

Katlin first published "The 
Bench Sitter" in August of 
2011, a week before she be-
gan her senior year at Great 
Oak High School in Temecu-
la. The following month, she 
learned her book was a best 
seller in the category of Chil-
dren's Sports Biographies. 
Her book continued to be on 
the best sellers list and Kat-
lin is making a name for her-
self in a market that has been 
traditionally dominated by 
much older adults and sea-
soned professionals. She is 
unmatched with 19 months 
on Amazon's Best Sellers 
List as of April 4,2013, with 
her book crossing into two 
other best sellers lists during 
that time frame as well. 

While Tim Sweeney has 
lived through a difficult 12 
years of ill health, Katlin has 
a passion for life, and it's 
the love for her father that 
drives her as a writer and as 
a human being. Katlin told 
me of how her relationship 

Katlin Sweeney with her Father, Tim, holding her novel, "The Bench Sitter." Photo by Anne Hall 

strengthened with her father 
as she wrote "The, Bench Sit-
ter." 
. "With his illness, we make 
the most of every day and 
our family appreciates time 
spent together," Katlin said. 

Tim Sweeney has been 
very successful with his 
marketing business and his 
self-publish knowledge has 
helped move Katlin into un-
charted waters for her age. 
What I find mature in Katlin 
is that she does not concern 
herself with the sales of the 
book. She has focused her-
self on her next book, which 
she is keeping quiet about. 

"I find it to be a very relat-
able story. I think we all have 
felt that we don't belong and 
kind of just hope someone 
will be nice enough to ac-
tually talk to us. She's truly 
descriptive, which I like. It 
helps illustrate a good pic-

ture of all the personalities, 
what she's feeling and every-
thing around her," CSUSM 
student Karla Reyes said. 

"Social media presents 
another outlet for written 
expression, another way to 
start writing and keep writ-
ing—which is what good 
writers do: read a lot and 
write a lot. There are no 
shortcuts, and Katlin knows 
that—she works at her craft, 
and it shows," Stoddard-
Holmes said. 

"The book's events hap-
pened, but the characters 
were changed to make sure 
nobody's identity was given 
away. All of the characters 
in the book are created from 
two or more people that I 
have encountered throughout 
my career that had similar 
qualities. This was done to 
teach readers about the kinds 
of players/coaches that par-

ticipate in sports, not to bash 
specific girls and coaches," 
Katlin said. 

"When girls are growing up 
they are "Daddy's little girl," 
then they eventually connect 
to mom. At some point they 
come back to their fathers, 
with the knowledge fathers 
share with their daughters," 
Tim Sweeney said. Such is 
the case I find with Katlin. 

Katie is a freshman writer, 
loving daughter, and is very 
humble. She has a personal 
narrative that reminds us all 
of what matters the most in 
our lives, which is the love 
for family. Katlin Sweeney 
may not be a starter on a vol-
leyball team, but she's suc-
cessful as an author. 

You can buy The Bench 
Sitter for your Kindle, 
Nook, iPad or computer at 
barnesandnoble.com, Ama-
zon or iBookstore. 

Army ROTC: Unique program for those considering serving their country 
B Y RYAN DOWNS 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Army ROTC is the right 
program for students who 
may want something specific 
out of college, and possess 
or are interested in qualities 
such as ambition, organiza-
tion and physical stamina. 

It may seem strange that 
on a campus so close to both 
Camp Pendleton and San 
Diego, the on-campus Army 
ROTC program is so young. 
But despite its brief presence 
on campus, ROTC has of-
fered a lot to CSUSM and its 

students. 
The Army ROTC program 

is relatively new to CSUSM 
and is partnered with the San 
Diego State University Army 
ROTC program. 

The purpose of ROTC is to 
train cadets in the skills they 
will need to become officers 
in the United States Army. It 
functions primarily as a lead-
ership program meant to turn 
students into better adults 
and leaders. 

In addition to a class twice 
a week, the group tries to 
meet for Physical Training 
in the morning three times 

a week, with tactical leader- called 'squad situation train-
ship lab participation once a ing exercises,' where a cadet 
week. is in charge of 12 people. 

" [ROTC has] taught me 
how to work with people 
from all spectrums of life" 

-Ben Hall 

"We go out there on Thurs- They have to (develop) a 
days and do a variety of mission plan and then exe-
things that include what's cute it, the missions are tradi-

tional military missions like 
ambushes or raids," ROTC 
member Ben Hall said. 

Hall points out that the pri-
mary objective with these 
exercises is to help the stu-
dents become better lead-
ers; they are not necessarily 
judged upon how effective 
they would be in combat, 
which may be a point of con-
fusion among some students. 

"Once you get contracted, 
usually in your third year, 
you get to commission as an 
officer in the United States 
Army, which is usually a lot 
more beneficial than enlist-

ment," Hall said. 
No army commitment is 

required, although there are 
scholarship opportunities for 
those who contract. The hope 
is that they will remember 
the organizational and tacti-
cal lessons they have learned 
while having taken part in 
the program. 

"Since I joined ROTC, I've 
definitely developed a lot as 
a person. It's taught me how 
to work with people from all 
spectrums of life," Hall said. 

Interested students can con-
tact Captain James Lehner at 
email-lehnerjd@gmail.com. 

Sweet Irish Soda Bread 
Although St Patrick's Day has already come and gone, we could still use 

some good, hearty Irish food during these hectic, busy times. My mother 
has a wonderful recipe for Irish Soda Bread that is so cozy, the very smell 
of it makes you feel as if you were at home on your nice, comfy couch in 
front of a fire. Would you like to know what this miraculous recipe is? It's 
really quite simple and can be in the oven in less than 15 minutes! 

What you'll need: 
- 4 cups of flour -4Tbs.of sugar - I Tsp. of baking soda - I '/a Tsp. of salt - 4Tbs. (1/2 stick) of butter 

- I % cups of buttermilk (can be made with I 3A cups of milk with a Tsp. and a half of 
vinegar, stirred to substitute the buttermilk) - I egg - I Tsp. of vanilla extract 

- Whisk & 2 mixing bowls - Baking sheet with wax paper or Pam cooking spray 

Directions: 
Turn your oven on to 375 degrees. Hand-whisk the wet ingredients: vanilla extract, egg, buttermilk, and butter 

together in a bowl till well blended. Stir the dry ingredients: flour, sugar, baking soda, and salt in a separate bowl. 
Then softly stir the wet mixture as you pour in the dry mixture slowly until all of the dry-ingredients are mixed 
with the wet ones. [Caution: Do not over-stir or it will toughen the dough ] Place the ball of dough onto a floured 
baking sheet, then sprinkle a little flour on the top to help your hands not stick to the dough as you shape it into 
a large scone shape. Use a knife and make a cross on the top of the loaf. Place it in the oven for 50 minutes and 
let it cool, if you can resist, before slicing it up for your guests. Enjoy! 

The Ombuds Officer'Buds,' not counselors 
Giving students neutral advising opportunity on various life topics 

in not only being the sole 
ombuds advisor, but starting 
the framework of the office 
and developing its charter. 
President Haynes has also 
been involved with the crea-
tion of the office, being one 
of the strongest supporters of 
ombuds from the very begin-
ning. 

Since January 2013, the 
Ombuds Office has shifted 
from a single advisor struc-
ture to featuring multiple 
Interims, advisors that work 
together to help visitors that 
come into the office. The 
four members of ombuds all 
bring something unique to 
OMBUDS CONTINUED ON 4 

B Y KATUN SWEENEY 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Students, staff and faculty 
have an office on campus to 
go for advising in a confi-
dential setting with a unique 
group of advisors. 

The Office of University 
Ombuds seeks to give all stu-
dents, faculty and staff mem-
bers on campus a safe place 
where they can talk through 
any concerns or issues in a 
non-counseling setting. Om-
buds aims to create a neutral 
environment where visitors 
can look at all possible solu-
tions to resolve an issue and 
get help finding resources on 

campus that can gear them 
towards success. 

"We help students with or-
dinary transitions and ordi-
nary problems that normal, 
healthy people go through. 
With staff and faculty, if they 
have issues like confusing or 
mixed messages with a cow-
orker, it's best that they come 
in early before it becomes a 
big problem," Interim Om-
bud Fritz Kreisler said. 

CSUSM's Ombuds Office 
initially started with the pres-
ence of Derrick Crawford, 
who until recently served as 
the Associate Vice President 
For Diversity and Equity. He 
played an instrumental role 

mailto:cougarchron.features@gmail.com
mailto:email-lehnerjd@gmail.com
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OMBUDS FROM 3 
the office, each having their 
own specialties that allow 
them to advise a variety of 
topics. They are trained*to 
be better listeners, unbiased 
and are able to separate their 
Ombuds position from their 
other jobs and positions on 
campus. 

Visitors can also decide if 
they want to be advised by 
a man or woman and which 
interim ombuds is the right 
personality match for them. 

The interim ombuds are 
Dr. Martha Stoddard-Holm-
es, a literature and writing 
studies professor and for-
mer department chair, Fritz 
Kreisler, lead psychologist 
at CSUSM since 1992 and 
Rodger D'Andreas-Wahl, 
a therapist, professor, over-
seer of ASI and influential 
CSUSM staff member. The 
ombuds advisor is Michelle 
Hunt, overseeing the interim 
ombuds and helping them 
advise difficult or challeng-
ing cases. 

"The idea was that with the 
interim appointments, they 
wanted multiple people who 
know the campus really well. 
I have been here since 2001 
and am familiar with the 
campus. I work with students 
and staff," D'Andreas-Wahl 
said. "Martha Stoddard-Hol-
mes works with students and 

% faculty. Fritz meets with fac-
ulty and staff. Every visitor 

has two options, under the 
current plan, with three [In-
terims] in terms of who they 
can meet with." 

Everything that is said to an 
Interim is kept confidential 
unless it poses an imminent 
risk to that person, someone 
else or is a clear violation of 
the law. While ombuds does 
not seek to replace other of-
fices or services on campus, 
it gives students, staff and 
faculty an alternative route 
when discussing or resolv-
ing issues. Unlike Student 
Health and Counseling Ser-
vices, òmbuds does not focus 
mainly on psychological is-
sues. Visitors have been ad-
vised on topics such às ways 
to achieve better success in 
a class, personality clashes 
with a professor or student, 
deciding if they are going 
to stay at CSUSM and staff 
getting along better with a 
supervisor. 

The Interims do not act on 
behalf of the visitor or en-
force consequences against 
people that are mentioned 
during sessions. The visi-
tors must change the situ-
ation themselves, however 
Interims may help facilitate 
conversations between disa-
greeing parties if thè visi-
tor requests help in that 
way. CSUSM staff and fac-
ulty can also feel comfort-
able discussing issues in the 
workplace, no conversations 

that involve their boss or 
coworkers being repeated to 
anyone outside of the office. 

"I'm interested in hear-
ing people's stories. As a 
researcher, I am really in-
terested in problem solving. 
Sometimes my problems are 
intellectual, but the love of 
problems and puzzles help 
me want to solve the puzzles 
of the daily lives on cam-
pus," Stoddard Holmes said. 

"My personal goal is to 
have everyone who comes 
into the office leave in a bet-
ter place than they started 
and to know that there is 
somebody to help and to lis-
ten. I want to empower them 
to help themselves, to under-
stand what resources are at 
this university and for them 
to have a plan of action that 
they can implement when 
they leave," Hunt said. 

For more information on 
what situations ombuds can 
help with, go to www.csusm. 
edu/ombuds/. The Office 
of the Ombuds is located in 
Craven 6218. Confidential 
appointments can be made 
by phone at (760) 750-8366 
or by emailing Marilyn 
McWilliams at mmcwilli@ 
csusm.edu. 

What are you thoughts 
about this Ombuds on 
campus? Share your opin-
ion online at wwwxsusm-
chronicle.com 

Outdoor Spring Break 
Students spend week off out in four national parks 
BY RYAN DOWNS 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

We are led to believe that 
spring break is just for beach-
es and partying, but for most 
of us, it is essentially just 
one long week of relaxation , 
catching up on homework 
and occasional boredom. 

For students who were 
interested in getting a lit-
tle more out of their break, 
Campus Recreation offered 
the Outdoor Spring Break 
trip. This year, the free, an-
nual trip involved traveling 
through the various national 
parks throughout Utah. Stu-
dents were on the trip from 
March 30 through April 6. 

"We're going to visit four 
different national paries. We 
go to Moab first, there are two 
national parks over there... 
and then we drive down a 
few days after that and visit 
Bryce Canyon and then Zion 
national park," trip organizer 
Hugo Lecomte said. This is 
the fifth trip Hugo has been 
on with the Clarke. 

"The first two years we did 
with the UVA. The very first 
year we wenUto the Grand 
Canyon, the last three we've 
been going to Moab. The first 
time it was a collaboration 

CSUSM students on the 2013 Outdoor Spring Break trip. 

between the UVA and Cam-
pus Recreation," Lecomte 
said. 

Lecomte is very proud of 
the trip, which usually draws 
in about 10 to 15 students 
a year, but also regrets that 
the trip, along with other 
programs sponsored by the 
UVA, has lost funding as of 
late. 

"I'm very dynamic and I 
won't let the trip down, it's 
something I'm very passion-
ate about," Lecomte said. 

He pointed out that the 
trip is not strictly aimed at 
students who like to camp, 
and, in fact, they do not 
spend any time in tents. In-
stead, they rent out rooms in 
local hotels, and then visit 
the national parks during 
the day. Lecomte was afraid 
the camping atmosphere 
would cater exclusively to 
the more nature-comfortable 

among the school's students, 
whereas he wanted to try and 
introduce other students to 
the wonders of the country's 
national parks. The idea is to 
help students have a fun time 
while learning about parts of 
the country they may have 
never known, all while main-
taining an invisible effect on 
the environment. 

Upon his return, Hugo 
was extremely enthusiastic, 
particularly with how much 
of a family the group had 
become. "This is the most 
ethnic variety we've ever 
had. Everybody entered with 
the right attitude. Everybody 
was ready to develop a sense 
of community." 

Thorsen Kuhner, a German 
student, was particulafly im-
pressed. "The landscape was 
all new to me," he said. "I 
can't really describe it, it's 
just amazing." 
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Earn extra money for college & summer break! $6,000 
and up! Extraordinary Conceptions is looking for healthy 

young women to donate their eggs. 

To be an Egg Donor 
• Have a BMI of 27 or less (weight to height proportionate) 
• Between the ages of 18-29 
•Healthy, not currently on Depo-Provera 
• Non-smokers and no recreational drug 
• If travel is required, all travel will be paid upfront plus 
per diem, opportunity for international travel. 

Compensation starts at $6,000 plus additional benefits 
and support There is a "Frequently Asked Questioned 

section on our website in the Donor Section that can 
answer many of your questions and concerns. 

Extraordinary w Conceptions 

ina soon? 
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Fast forward your career. 

Take advantage of multiple start dates, no requirement changes, 

and convenient block scheduling—ideal for working professionals. 

Degree & Credential Programs 

Special Education Credential (11 months) 

Starts June 2013. Apply Now! 

Teaching Credential (10 months) 

Starts July 2013 

MA in Education 

— Counseling (2 years) 

—r Curriculum and Instruction 
(15-24 months) 

— Educational Administration (2 years) 

— Higher Education (2 years) 

Professional Credential (7-24 months) 

Spatial Literacy for Educators Certificate 

(15 months) Online! 

MA in Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
(2 years - Licensed Professional Clinical 
Counselor track) Starts September 2013. 
Apply Now! 

Doctorate in Leadership for Educational 
Justice (EdD.) (minimum 3 years) 
Starts September 2013. Apply Now! 

RedlandsDegrees.com 
1-877-299-7547 

Education@redlands.edu 

Accelerated programs: Credential in less 
than a year with no requirement changes; 
earn your Master's in 24 months or less 

Balances educational theory and 
practice through fieldwork assignments 
incorporated into classes 

U.S. News & World Report ranked 
Redlands both an A+ School and 
a Great Price 

Fully accredited byWASC and CCTC 

Financial aid available 

No application fees 

Small class sizes 

Supportive learning environment 

m 
U N I SrWtfß ì T Y OF 

Redlands 
SCHOOL eft EDUCATION 

Education+ 

Apple Valley | Rancho Cucamonga | Redlands | Santa Ana | Temecula 

http://www.csusm
mailto:Education@redlands.edu
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'Gaypril:' Month of 
pride celebration 

BY KEANDRE WILLIAMS-CHAMBERS 

COPY EDITOR 

April has arrived, and with 
it comes the early celebration 
of LGBT+pride. 

The Pride Center on cam-
pus is gearing up for this 
month, known as "Gaypril," 
with many activities planned 
and scheduled. Such ac-
tivities include discussion 
groups, social events, casual 
movie showings and more. 
Feel free to visit the Pride 
Center located in Commons 
201 for more information. 

The timing could not have 
been more perfect. The Su-
preme Court has been re-
viewing Proposition 8; the 
case that would amend the 
constitution to restrict mar-
riage between a man and 
a woman, and the Defense 
of Marriage Act; a federal 
law that restricts full mar-
riage benefits to marriages 
between a man and a wom-
an. Because of this, there is 
reason to at least celebrate a 
good degree of progress and 
worldwide recognition of re-
defining marriage. 

LGBT+ refers to the com-
munity of lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender, and 

other variations. Campirà 
Pride, a non-profit organi-
zation for student leaders 
and campus groups that 
are LGBT+ affiliated, also 
has ideas and events for the 
month of "Gaypril." This in-
cludes web seminars (called 
"webinars"), competitions 
and available resources for 
consideration on the campus 
level. For more information 
on Campus Pride and their 
involvement in "Gaypril," 
visit www.campuspride. 
org/6315/april-is-campus-
pride-month/. 

Among the events that can 
be expected is the National 
Day of Silence, a student-
led event founded in 1966 
to promote the creation of 
a safer school environment 
for LGBT+ youth. Students 
commonly show support by 
becoming silent for the day 
to symbolically represent the 
silencing effect of anti-LG-
BT+ bullying in schools. For 
more information on this, 
visit www.dayofsilence.org. 

Keep an eye out on cam-
pus, because you can expect 
the Pride Center and sup-
portive organizations to be 
present during this month of 
festivity. 

CSUSM is Taking Back the Night 
Spend the month of'Gaypril' becoming aware 
BY JUUANA STUMPP 
A & E EDITOR 

During the month of April, 
both the Gender Equity 
Center and LGBTQA Pride 
Center are hosting events 
that every college students-
male and female, should^ 
know about. 

For many of us, our first 
moments at CSUSM be-
gan the summer before our 
freshman year with orienta-
tion. With all of the fun and 
excitement of attending col-
lege, we also learned about 
transitioning into college life 
and important issues such as 
sexual assault. Now that the 
school year is almost over 
and spring break was some 
students' first experiences 
with partying, it is important 
to remember how critical and 
serious rape and assault is for 
our age group to be aware of. 

Lea Burgess-Carland, the 
director of the Gender Eq-
uity Center, has participated 
in orientation programs and 
U-Hour events to promote 
awareness about cases of as-
sault and rape. 

"Although CSUSM is 
known for being the safest 
CSU campus, hundreds of 

our students are sexual as-
sault survivors. While some 
enter college already hav-
ing suffered a sexual as-
sault, many will be sexually 
assaulted during their time 
here^" Carland explained^ 
^Cacgpis authorities ^iU not 

eye opening and powerful 
influences the speakers and 
topics have on the audience. 

Being a survivor herself, 
Carland has found the event 
helpful for her healing pro-
ccss. ^ 

"I have attended W Take 

I 

have ittencled a Bafk 

past! 18 ypzr I 
find t^at after the eWrit I feel 
lighter and more invigorated 

-Iba Bu^ss-jCarland 
Directorofthe Gender pquityjSenter 

» 

know about the majority of 
those crimes." 

Carland explained that rape 
is an underreported crime, 
only about half of rape cases 
get reported. Also, crimes 
committed on campus are 
classified as campus crimes. 

Take Back the Night is one 
of the biggest events geared 
towards taking a stand 
against assault. The event 
has become a campus tradi-
tion for six years due to the 

Baek l h l Night every year 
fcu the^past 18 years, and 
e f i f t M i a t after the 
^ f n n W t t l h t l f l h d more 
invigorated," Carland said. 

The goal of Take Back the 
Night is to have the victims 
reclaim the power that was 
taken from them. While the 
event is specific to the sur-
vivors, people that have not 
experienced sexual assault 
are impacted as well. 

"What is unique about Take 

Back the Night is that every 
year will be a completely dif-
ferent experience, because 
there are new people coming 
together and speaking but," 
Carland said. 

^ In addition to Take Back 
| | the Night, the Gender Equity 
H Center will have a showing 
| o f "NO! The Rape Docu-

mentary." The movie focuses 
on African-American wom-
en perpetrated by African-
American men, as well as 
how rape is used as a weapon 
of homophobia. The film 
was produced and directed 
by Aishah Shahidah Sim-
mons, who is a rape survivor 
herself. 

The screening of "NO! The 
Rape Documentary" is on 
Thursday, April 11 at 6 p.m. 
in the Gender Equity Center 
(Commons 203). Take Back 
the Night will be on April 18 
starting at 5:30 p.m. in Li-
brary Plaza. 

Redeem or educate your-
self during the month of 
"Gaypril" with the many 
activities that the Gender 
Equity and LGBTQA Pride 
Center offers. Visit www. 
csusm.edu/geneq/home or 
www.csusm.edy/pridecenter/ 
for additional information. 

California State University 
SAN M A R C O S 

www.csusm.edu/el/creditcourses/summer • (760)750-4020 

CSUSM SUMMER SEMESTER 2013 
June 1 - August 10 

Open to Palomar students, students from other colleges 
and universities, high school seniors, and community 
members. 

•Take classes at the San Marcos campus, Temecuia 
campus, or online 

•Choose from morning, afternoon, weekend and 
online courses 

Catch up on courses you dropped or missed 

Priority registration begins March 25 
Open::ei»n@M begins April 6 
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The presence of'rape culture' in the Steubenville rape case reaction 
BY KEANDRE WILLIAMS-CHAMBERS 

COPY EDITOR . « 

& KIA WASHINGTON 

STAFF WRITER 

Rape culture is this: the so-
cial stigma that makes seek-
ing justice for the crime of 
rape difficult. It places the 
burden of punishment' and 
ostracization on the victim 
and often makes it difficult 
if not impossible for the vic-
tim to receive validation that 
what they did wasn't their 
fault. 

Rape culture is getting a 
lot of heat to be erased from 
the world, especially in light 
of the Steubenville, Ohio 
rape case where two teen 
football players were found 
guilty of rape on March 17. 
It's certainly high-time to do 
away with the pressure on 
the victim and to place pres-
sure on the suspect. 

Of course, a suspect has 
(some) rights. Just as well 
as that is said, a victim has 
rights—rights that were 

taken away from them in the 
commitment of the crime 
upon them. It is no crime 
that those not only suspected 
but shown to have commit-
ted such a horrible violation 
of a person's own expected 
privacy and personal safety 
should not have that right af-
forded to them, meaning that 
they shouldn't have the right 
to their own when they take 
it from another. 

For lack of a better term, it 
is messed up that the victim 
has to fall under such scruti-
ny under the very misguided 
idea that this is a misunder-
standing. Sure, there is the 
possibility that this could— 
and that word is stressed 
strongly, could be a heat-of-
the-moment misunderstand-
ing. But odds are, it isn't. 

The victim shouldn't have 
their actions and intent pub-
lically questioned when 
there is the reality of a rape 
that has taken place. The 
victim shouldn't have their 
choice of clothing dissected, 

the people who they hang 
out with scrutinized, their 
history put on public display 
or their credibility ultimately 
in the hands of public opin-
ion. 

What makes the recent 
Steubenville case as despic-
able as thé crime itself is the 
way many in the public eye 
are handling it or, in better 
words, portraying it. The 
sympathy card isn't for the 
victim, where it rightfully 
belongs, but instead for the 
16 and 17-year-old suspects 
in this case. Several news 
stations have been seen and 
heard talking about how the 
young suspects have thrown 
their lives away and had 
such promising careers. That 
doesn't dismiss what has 
been done and that doesn't 
change what has been done. 
Yes, they did throw away 
their lives. Yes, they prob-
ably had such promising ca-
reers but that doesn't change 
anything. They committed 
rape and will have to face the 

consequences. 
Furthermore, while victim 

blaming, just like rape, can 
be perpetrated by any gen-
der and against any gender, 
statistics do state thai most 
instances of rape are crimes 
against women. This fact 
and the prevalence of rape 
culture and victim blaming 
are not a simple coincidence. 
Women are objectified and 
victimized during their rape, 
then victimized all over 
again by society in the af-
termath. The crime and fol-
lowing hatred is more than 
just violence - it is frank mi-
sogyny, and only by offering 
basic human decency can 
progress be made. There are 
many things that everyone 
should do if they are a part of 
the community surrounding 
any victim when the tragedy 
of rape occurs: 

Don't make the victim feel 
guilty. Don't place the fate 
of the suspects' futures in the 
hands of the victim. Don't 
give the victim the supposed 

role in deciding the suspects' 
future in the full view of a 
critical and unsympathetic 
public. 

It may be hard to imagine 
if it hasn't happened to you, 
but keep this in mind. The 
harsh nature of this case can 
be applied to a lot of mirror 
scenarios. Imagine you are 
just the normal you, going 
about your business. Imag-
ine you were robbed on the 
street, your wallet or purse 
taken from you in broad 
daylight. Imagine the police 
caught this robber and they 
were arrested. 

Now, imagine this. You 
are called into question. 
They ask you why you were 
in the position to be robbed 
from, why you let it happen. 
Couldn't you have stopped 
it? You should have been 
more prepared for something 
like that to happen if you 
expecting to be out where 
robbers were, they may say. 
Maybe you shouldn't have 
had a flashy purse or a wal-

let with money in it. Perhaps 
you wanted your stuff to be 
stolen. Perhaps you were 
asking for someone to come 
along and relieve you of 
your things. 

Doesn't feel that great, 
does it? 

Although there are most 
likely students who walk 
around the CSUSM cam-
pus in fear that they might 
be raped, no ̂ student should 
have to feel this way, espe-
cially on a campus that has 
been recognized multiple 
times as being so safe. There 
is hope that this doesn't hap-
pen, and there is hope that 
none of us are in danger 
of the fear of not being be-
lieved when something so 
horrible could happen to us. 
That is not to say that it will 
or is going to. However, we 
must be careful. 

As much as it needs to be 
made clear that rape is not 
tolerated in any way, that 
still doesn't keep it from 
happening. 

A t \ A / I , « , A ' r 1* * 1 9 t t » 1 1 1 Cougar Asks: What is an April Fool s joke you ve had pulled on you? 

SII 

"My girlfriend, said she was pregnant I 
and she was freaking out and I forgot 
what day it was and was like holy trap 

she showed me a picture of the 
tick and I asked if It was an April Fool's 

prank and she got mad and said this was 
serious» and then she said April poors/' 
business majon Emahml Ibmez 

"My manager said they were going to 
audit me and that I was going to have to 
go to a new branch because of my hours 
and I was so mad and then she said 
she was just kidding and everyone was 
watching and laughing" ' " 
-biology major Jasmine Guerra 

BYÂJLISONSEÂCLE 
SENIOR-.STAFF WEITER 

"The pranks that Google and You-
be pull, and IGN.com also had an iP-

ty Apple console, at first I thought it 
unded really cool and then I realized 
was April 1st." 
usiness major; Matt Stanwick wjA 

Are the unit caps producing 
an influx of 'Super Seniors?' 
B Y JESSIE GAMBRELL 
OPINION EDITOR 

If you aren't a "Super Sen-
ior" yourself, I am sure you 
know one. For those of you 
who may not know, a Su-
per Senior is someone who 
reached senior status one, 
two or maybe three years 
ago but has not graduated 
because they have hot com-
pleted their requirements, 

You may think, %eU dne 
year is not too bad, some peo-
ple just take a lighter course 
load than others. However, 
what if the lighter load isn't 
the reason for making Super 
Seniors. 

Perhaps the main reason is 
the various unit caps put in 
place? University unit caps 
restrict student to a specific 
amount of units a student can 

hold, therefore limiting the 
amount of classes they can 
take. Of course universities 
have faij- reasoning behind 
these limits, thè reason being 
allowing all of the students 
to have the chance to sign-up 
for classes, but the fact of the 
matter is that when you limit 
the amount of units a student 
can sign up for, it can greatly 
delay their college career. 

For at least the last three 
years, CSUSM has put a 
13-unit cap oh all incoming 
freshmen. Do you know 
what this is doing to this en-
tire generation of incoming 
freshmen? As my academic 
advisor instructed myself and 
fellow freshmen on orienta-
tion day, you must take five 
classes a semester in order to 
graduate on time. But if the 
school is only restricting you 

to roughly four classes a se-
mester in your first year, how 
are you suppose to accom-
plish this? Beats me. 

So what do we do now? 
Well my own personal plan 
is to take summer courses 
to make up for the lost time. 
If I take two summer class-
es a year at either CSUSM 
or a local community col-
lege, then even if I take four 
classes during the regular 
semester, I can still be able 
to catch up and graduate on 
time. Otherwise, it looks like 
our only other options are to 
become Super Seniors and 
be perpetual students with 
the rest of the youngins until 
it has been finished. 

Are you irked by the unit 
caps? Share your opinions at 
cougarchronicle@ gmail.com 
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When romance ends 
BY MELISSA MARTINEZ 
NEWS EDITOR 

Fans everywhere are 
mourning the recent break-
up of the popular alternative 
rock band, My Chemical 
Romance (MCR) which an-
nounced its separation on its 
website on March 2. 

The band, which formed 
in 2001 after the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, includes Gerard Way 
as lead vocalist, Ray Toro 
and Frank Lero as guitarists 
and Mikey Way as bassist. 

After releasing its first 
album, "Three Cheers for 
Sweet Revenge" in 2003, 
MCR gained a large fan base, 
performing at multiple tours, 
including the first "Taste of 
Chaos" as well as headlining 
"Warped Tour." The band's 
second album, "Life on the 
Murder Scene" was released 
in 2006, with "The Black Pa-
rade" released later that year 
and debuting as the fourth-
greatest album of the year by 
music magazine, Kerrang! 

The album earned the No. 
20 spot in 2006 on the list 
of greatest albums in Roll-
ing Stone magazine, which is 
a huge accomplishment for 
any musician. MCR was set 
to release two more albums 
with "Danger Days: The 
True Lives of The Fabulous 
Killjoys" in 2009 and "Con-
ventional Weapons" in 2012 
but they both came out as a 
series of released singles. 

I personally identified 
with "The Black Parade," 
the band's rock opera album 
with each song portraying 
one theme: "The Patient," 
a character dying of cancer. 
The first single of the album, 
"Welcome to the Black Pa-
rade/' focuses on The Patient 
as he transitions from life to 
death, with death arriving in 
the form of a parade. MCR 
took a turn creatively through 
their music and entire album 
by creating an alternative 
identity as a band. Through 
the"The Black Parade" tour, 
the band performed in cos-

tume, pulling the audience 
into a sense of being a part of 
the parade. Listening to the 
albums could only be con-
veyed as a personal journey 
everyone should experience. 

Though the breakup is 
devastating for fans every-
where, the split isn't a total 
shock. Since the band hasn't 
released an complete album 
in a few years, MCR had a 
few choices: to release an 
amazing album that would 
inevitably change lives (like 
they've done before>or call 
it a day and end their run on 
great terms. Unfortunately, 
they chose the latter. 

However, myself and fel-
low fans will always remem-
ber the impact MCR made 

to music. We can agree with 
the band's final message stat-
ing, "Being in this band for 
the past 12 years has been a 
true blessing. We've gotten 
to go places we never knew 
we would. We've been able 
to see and experience things 
we never imagined possible. 
We've shared the stage with 
people we admire, people we 
look up to, and best of all, 
our friends. And now, like all 
great things, it has come time 
for it to end. Thanks for all 
of your support, and for be-
ing part of the adventure." 

If you're feeling nostal-
gic, you can purchase MCR 
memorabilia at mychemical-
romance.com 

Gerard Way's The Umbrella Academy' 
A 2008 award winning comic written by music star Gerard Way 
BY FAITH ORCINO 
CARTOONIST 

Released in 2008, "The 
Umbrella Academy" is mu-
sician Gerard Way's first 
comic book series. 

While many know Way as 
the lead singer of My Chem-
ical Romance, he went to 
the New York School of 
Visual Arts where he devel-
oped his artistic and writing 
ability before his music. 

The series deals with the 
lives of an unusual family, 
starting with the end of the 
world. Sir Reginald Har-
greeves, a world-renowned 
businessman, adopted sev-

en children who were born 
into the world under the 
strangest circumstances. 
Under hl^directioir, the 
group would become super-
heroes known as the Um-
brella Academy. With little 
cohesion, they disbanded 
and went their own ways. 
It would be once again Sir 
Hargreeves that brings the 
Academy back, but for his 
funeral. As the family reu-
nites to say goodbye to their 
father, a dark plan begins 
to end both them and the 
world. 

Gerard Way's writing is 
paired with critically ac-
claimed artist Gabriel Ba. 

Ba's works brings nostalgia 
of Hellboy's artist, Mike 
Mignola and is very fit-
ting to the dark and action-
packed tales of the Umbrel-
la Academy. 

Way's form of composing 
the narratives is very unique 
which needed the aid of 
Blambot's Nate Piekos in 
lettering to create the com-
plete piece. 

In 2008, San Diego Inter-
national Comic-Con award-
ed "The Umbrella Acad-
emy: Apocalypse Suite" the 
Eisner award for best finite/ 
limited series. While Dark 
Horse only has one other 
volume (called "The Um-

brella Academy: Dallas") 
Way mentioned during a 
New York Comic Con 2012 

"panel that a new installment 
is in the works. 

While also working on 
"Umbrella Academy," 
Gerard and a new creative 
team under Dark Horse 
will release in June his new 
comic series "The True 
Lives of the Fabulous Kill-
joys," based off of their re-
cent album "Danger Days." 

For more information on 
both "Umbrella Academy" 
and "True Lives of the Fab-
ulous Killjoys," either visit 
darkhorse.com or your local 
comic vendor. 

K* 
Upcoming 

Arts & Lectures 
event: 

"Lost Boys and 
Girls of Sudan," 

on Monday, 
April 15, at 

6 p.m. at The 
Clark Field 

House Grand 
Salon, room I 13 

ley artist, want to see your art in out next issue? 
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THE SHUJihLE 
BY JULIANA STUMPP 

A & E EDITOR 

The days are getting longer and we yearn for summer 
to be closer then only five more weeks. Although we 
are well past the halfway point in the semester, we 
keep pushing ourselves to not get lazy, but who says we 
can't? Here are some tunes to embrace your inner lazi-
ness whether you aré sleeping until I p.m. on Sundays 

or skipping class on Monday to go to the beach. 4 

"California" by 7 Minutes in Heaven 
The be^chy sound and easy lyrics make this song per-
fect for trying to get out of bed and start your day as 
sfowly as you want. After all, as students living in Cali-
fornia we all want the simple life and freedom to do 
what we want, when we want. The song "California" 

describes that lifestyle. 
"Get Me Golden" by Terraplane Sun 

The upbeat hum will persuade you to leave your back-
pack at home and change into your bathing suit. Ter-
raplane Sun's unique sound is positive that you won't 
want the day to go to waste sitting in class, especially if 

the sun is shining; 

"Hang Loose" by Alabama Shake 
This rock band was nominated for "Best New Artist" 
earlier this year at the Grammys. Their famous song 
"Hold O n " made the charts but "Hang Loose" made 
sure that we keep an eye out for them. The mellow 
tones and unique singing styling's of singer Brittney 

Howard will get you hooked. 
"Tête-Â-Tête" by Wa lk the Moon 

Walk the Moon, although fairly unknown, has electric 
pop beats with chorus' that you can sing along to.Their 
breakout song "Anna Sun" has been heard in stores, 
commercials and radio. Similar to "Anna Sun," this new-
est song "Tête-A-Tête" gets you pumped for whatever 

your lazy day plans are. 
"Louder Than Ever" by Cold W a r Kids 

The beats in this song have many different hooks and 
alterations that are flexible to any mood you're into. 
Similar to Terraplane Sun, their music is urban as far as 
its electronic sound mixed with pop. It is the perfect 

song to lay outside to work on that tan. 

Improv member shines 
Performer shares her favorite performance 
BY JULIANA STUMPP 
A & E EDITOR 

Throughout the semester, 
the CSUSM Improv team 
performs two types of dis-
plays for every given show. 
These consist of a family 
friendly show and an adult 
show that follows. Although 
the players vary in every 
show, one of the main play-
ers is Nicole Hernandez, who 
has been on the team since 
spring 2010. The theater ma-
jor took the time to sit down 
and answer some questions 
for us. 

Question: What is your fa-
vorite thing about being on 
the team? 

Answer: My favorite thing 
about being on the team is 
that we're like a fun little 
family. It's really great to be 
able to spend a lot of time 
with them and get to' do fun 
things like playing pretend. 

Q: What struggles have 
you experienced while on the 
team? 

A: Making sure the mo-
mentum keeps going. We'll* 
go through stretches of time 
where we don't bring in as 
much of an audience as we 

usually do and that's always 
tough to figure out how to 
bring people back. And also 
making sure that it's able to 
continue as more and more 
people start graduating. 

Q: What do you see your-
self doing after college? 

A: It would be fun to con- ^ 
tinue improv. I don't want to 
give up on it but I also don't 
want to go into it as a career. 
I want to either be a theater 
teacher or run a theater of my 
own. 

Q: What is your favorite 
skit or perform? 

A: My favorite game to^ 
play is Blind Line. It's really* 
fun to see what lines the audi-
ence comes up with. It's one 
of those games that can get 
really random and strange. 
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Student fls "A Sfring greek TQie" by Pölitz Or£m& 
^m* f\Ucr 

CteftT& O M 
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My guess is that 
she didn't get 

very far in the gome. 

Hope everyone got some rest during Spring Break! We have a bit over a month left of this semester! 

For your entertainment 
'Awkward' and 'Happy Gilmore' 
BY JULIANA STUMPP 
A & E EDITOR 

"Awkward" 

15 

Must watch: Season 1, 
episode 8: "The Adven-
tures of Aunt Ally and LiT 
Bitch/The popular MTV 
series "Awkward" has now 
made its way to Netflix in-
stant streaming. 

Being one of the few MTV 
scripted shows, the story fol-
lows Jenna as she goes from 
being deflowered by the 
most popular guy in school 
to being a social outcast af-
ter a freak accident turns her 
"suicidal." ; 

As if that isn't enough, she 
also has to deal with the ul-
timate "bitch" cheerleader 
while having a hard time 
connecting with her imma-
ture parents who had got-
ten pregnant in high school. 
However, she has her two 
best friends and quirky guid-
ance counselor by her side 
ready to defend whatever ru-
mor is against her. 

As college students, we all 
remember having our share 
of humiliating moments in 
high school and being stuck 
in that awkward stage. This 
show is a reminder of how 
easily things can get out of 

proportions when you are 
young. "Awkward" is fun to 
watch and it is reassuring to 
know that that uncomfort-
able phase is behind us. 

"Happy Gilmore" 

As one of his breakout 
roles into the film industry, 
Adam Sandler both wrote 
and played the lead in the 
1997 hit "Happy Gilmore." 
Sandler is well known today 
for playing roles with rage 
and goofiness and his por-
trayal as Happy Gilmore is 
no different. 

With a passion for hockey 
and a great slap shot, Gil-
more tries put for a hockey 
team but is rejected because 
he 

isn't the most talented 
skater and has rage issues. 
After learning that his grand-
mother, who had raised him, 
did not pay her taxes and now 
owes $270,000 to the IRS in 

three months or will have her 
house foreclosed upon, Gil-
more struggles to find a way 
to make some extra cash. 
After successfully winning a 
bet to hit a golf ball the entire 
length of the neighborhood, 
Gilmore takes up golf and 
earns a spot on the Pro Golf 
Tour that could give him just 
enough money to settle his 
grandmothers' debt. 

His opponent during the 
tour, Shooter McGavin, is 
resentful of Gilmore's talents 
and sees him as a threat that 
must be stopped at all costs. 
With his rage and outlandish 
gestures, Gilmore quickly 
becomes a crowd favorite 
and even charms the tour's 
PR head Virginia. 

Christopher McDonald, 
Julie Bowen, Bob Barker 
and even Ben Stiller with an 
uncredited role all co-star in 
this hit comedy. 

What's your favorite Netf-
lix film or TV series? 

This or That 
Check out these doppelgangers 
of your favorite "Top 40" songs 

BY JULIANA STUMPP 
A & E EDITOR 

try If you like Justin Timberlake's "Suit and Tie 
"Wicked Way" by Benjamin Taylor. 

Timberlake's sound has evolved over the years 
bringing in more big band sounds from the smooth 
jazz era of the 1940's. Taylor, son of James Taylor 
and Carly Simon, has a similar beat with more of 
a folk twist. 

If you like Gwen Stefani's "What You Waiting 
For?" ...try "Nobody Like Me" by Madison. 

From her days of being in No Doubt to her solo 
career, Stefani has brought theatrics to her perfor-
mances that reflect her individuality.The unknown 
artist Madison has Stefani's similar techno beats 
and unique personality. 

If you like Imagine Dragon's "It's Time"...try 
"Next in Line" by Walk the Moon. 

The indie band Imagine Dragon made it big with 
this song that was featured in various movie trail-
ers and commercials.Their sound is upbeat and has 
a positive anthem. Walk the Moon shares the same 
beat that would be described as happy pop electro. 

If you like LadyAntebellum's"! Run to You" ...try 
"Boyfriend" by RaeLynn. 

The lead singer Hillary Scott has a soft voice that 
she brings to many of the popular country group. 
Up and coming RaeLynn got her start on NBC's 
"The Voice" released her first single that is both 
relatable and include enjoyable lyrics. 

If you like Eminem's "Just Lose It"... try "And We 
Danced" by Macklemore. 

We all enjoy Eminem's fun song that is different 
than his usual heartbreaking and depressing lyr-
ics. Macklemore, who recently became popular, is 
known for his fun lyrics but also has a serious side 
related to his childhood. "And We Danced" shares 
the silly chorus that "Just Lose It" is comprised of. 

Artist Spotlight: Chris Wesley 
A triptych fusion of art, literature and music 

mmmmmmmmmmm 

BY KATUN SWEENEY 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Chris Wesley, an Altadena, 
native, has combined his pas-
sions for music, photography 
and art to create his first nov-
el "Regret in Triptych." 7. 

"Regret in Triptych" high-
lights the story of Andros 
Koresh, a man searching for 
information about the recent 
death of his wife. However, 
the only person who, may 
hold the clues he is looking 
for is his ex-girlfriend. 

Instead of a storyline based 
around the traditional love 
triangle, "Regret in Triptych" 
focuses on a love square 
where the spouses of the 
two main characters are also 
involved in the story. Much 
of the inspiration behind the 

novel comes from Wesley's 
past experiences and the fact 
that his ex-girlfriend is now 
his best friend in real life. 

"The way [that the main 
character Andros] responds 
to stuff is very much [like] 
me. He thinks the way I do, 
although he does things I 
wouldn't do. The other char-
acters are composites of cer-
tain people I know," Wesley 
said. 

Art history classes that 
Wesley took are what ulti-
mately inspired the title of 
the novel. 

"The book is three chap-
ters, hence the word 'trip-
tych.' It's kind of playing off 
of the historic meaning of 
triptych, which is usually in 
churches, where a painting is 
done in three panels. In this 

story, I took that concept of 
three panels and three chap-
ters. It begins the story out-
side in open air, open space, 
the second chapter comes 
inside the house, the third 
chapter goes inside the peo-
ple," Wesley said. 

Art is heavily involved 
throughout "Regret in Trip-
tych," and is even seen in 
the promotional material. 
Instead of making business 
cards or fliers to promote the 
book, Wesley has designed 
The Pilgrimage Vignettes, 
cards that have a photograph 
he created on one side and 
pieces of the story that are 
not included in the book on 
the other. He has also creat-
ed original music that flows 
with the book's storyline. 

"The music I am creat-

One of Chris Wesley's photographs to accompany his book. Photo provided by Wesley. 

ing is all in character, so it 
spans from rock to hip hop 
to the different forms of 
electrónica. There will be a 
few other genres, but those 
are the main ones. With the 
promotion cards, I wanted to 
create something that isn't 
throw-away. I like photogra-
phy and so for these pieces, 
it was important that I use 
my art. Eventually I want 

to do a gallery-type of show 
with art that fits in the story. 
Also, I wanted to give people 
who have the cards some-
thing more so that they don't 
already know what's going 
to happen in the book. The 
Pilgrimage Vignettes gives 
me an opportunity to explore 
the love affair of Andros and 
•his wife Nicole, [which is 
not in the book], without me 

having to write an actual ro-
mance novel," Wesley said. 

To find out more about 
Chris Wesley's photogra-
phy, music and book, visit 
chriswesley.com or aris-
ticagenda.com. "Regret in 
Triptych" is available at Am-
azon.com and barnesandno-
ble.com as a Kindle eBook 
or a NOOK Book. 
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