




















BY ROSS LICHTMAN
Pride Staff Writer

1. San Diego County Fair
The 2008 San Diego County Fair will
- run from June 14 through July 6. This

year the theme is “Summer of Sports.”
With a huge variety of rides, museums,
petting farms, and endless amounts of
food, this is one event you won’t want to
miss. Admission is $12 for adults and only
$6 for kids. For more information, go to
www.sdfair.com/fair.

2. Sea World

If you haven’t been to Sea World yet
then you are missing out. Get up close
with your favorite creatures of the sea,
such as dolphins, sharks, seals, and sting-
rays. With the new killer whale show, Sha-
mu’s “Believe,” this is the perfect way to
spend the warm summer evenings. For a
full day of fun, tickets are only $59.99 for
adults and $49.99 for kids.

3. Legoland

The wonderful world of Legoland is a
great place to spend the day and bring out
the kid in you. There are millions and mil-
lions of legos put together to create differ-
ent structures all around the park. With
over 50 rides and attractions there will
be no time for the kid inside you to rest
or contain the enjoyment. Prices are only
$59.95 for adults and $49.95 for children.

4. Coronado

Coronado is one of the greatest places
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in San Diego. The island contains many
street ways filled with assorted shops and
restaurants that will keep any newcomer’s
attention for most of the day. Along with
its vast beaches and rich culture, you can
always find something fun and entertain-
ing to do.

5. Fiesta Island

Fiesta Island is the perfect place for
any partygoers during the summer. The
large “island,” which is located in Mission
beach but still connected to the land, has
a 360-degree view of the beautiful bay.
With numerous fire pits around the island
it is the perfect place to BBQ with friends
and fiesta the night away.

6. La Jolla Cove !

La Jolla Cove is known for being one of
the most photographed beaches in

Southern California. Its beautiful
waters and sandstone attract beachgoers
from all around. Just a short walk away is
the community of La Jolla that has numer-
ous shops and delicious restaurants, which
is a perfect way to spend a summer day.

7. Zoo

The world famous San Diego Zoo is a
great way to spend the day surrounded by
hundreds of majestic animals. With enter-
tainment such as bird shows, elephant
shows, park and bus tours, and polar bear
exhibits, it is the perfect place to take any
animal lover. Prices are only $34.00 for
adults and $24.00 for kids.

8. Petco Park

THE PRIDE

The
newly
b ulielst
Ballpark
is located in
Downtown San
Diego. You can
either drive or take
a trolley in order to
get here and parking
is never too much of
an issue. Eat, drink, and
watch The Padres for only
$10 a person for bleacher
seats.

9, Del Mar

With miles and miles of
beautiful beaches, Del Mar is
one of the best places for surf-
ing or just taking it easy and
having a leisure day on the
beach. A short walk up to the
streets of Del Mar also provides
endless shops and great places to
cat.

10. Balboa Park

Balboa Park is the nation’s largest
urban cultural park. It is home of 15
major museums, large and extravagant
gardens, and holds musical festivals and
concerts along with assorted classes. For
more information and a calendar of events

go to www.balboapark.org.

atonly 52

Leave the Sprinting to us.

North County’s new SPRINTER light rail train has amived, With service every
half hour on weekdays and every hour on the weekends, it's easy to hop sboard
the SPRINTER. Catch the train at any one of the new 15 stations. BREEZE
buses are converiently coordinated to connect you to major destinations along
the Highway 78 coridor. Your ticket to North County's new short cat begins

SPRINTER
GoNCTD.com * Call 511

Bt WE MOVE PEOPLE

Car tires take flight
BY BILL RHEIN entertaining enough. Nevertheless, where
Pride Staff Writer the comedy comes in is how the try and stop
tires which are moving in excess of 100 km/h.

This video gives Revealing more would spoil the conclusion

a perfect insight into and the winner of this spectacle, which should

be observed and not ruined.

Another element "that makes this video
enjoyable is the camera work and other tech-
niques to make it more dramatic. The camera-
work also makes the performance intense as it
zooms in.for exciting close-ups. In the conclu-
sion of the video, editors wove in random clips
of skiing to delay the hilarious conclusion.

Viewers can find this clever and pleasant
video on wwwbreak.com, the full URL is
http://break.com/index/rolling-tires-off-a-ski- -
jumphtml, It can appeal to anyone looking for
a laugh at satire, :

the uses of ski jump
tracks in warm weather when snow does not
coat it. Simply put, this video documents a
group of. people rolling car tires down a ski
slope and measuring how far the tires launch.
The video appedrs to be an experiment
where men and women in white lab coats and
gloves roll six different tires down a ski jump
and measure how far they launch. Thé tires
used come from a minivan, a sedan, a sports
car, a garbage truck, an F-1, and a bulldozer.
If the video were just of the tires rolling and
seeing how fast and far they go it would be

Music the way you like it

BY GABI MARTINEZ
Pride Staff Writer

and gather new and old music similar to
the original search. This Internet radio
then creates a “station” with full-length
songs it believes you may like.

The creators would like feedback on
am——— @ the songs you like, whether it’s a thumbs

up or thumbs down, “Ifit’s not quite right
you can tell it so and it will get better for you.”

Finding music you
enjoy should not be a
hassle. With all the dif-
ferent music search

“engines like MySpace, pure volume, and

iTunes (to name a few)— it should be
quick and easy right? Wrong. It can be over
whelming, and difficult. This no longer has
to be the case. Pandora is a search engine
that has the ability to narrow music selec-
tions to your likes and dislikes.

According to the creators, a team of 50
musician and music lovers began back
in 2000 with the Music Genome Project.
Analyzing one song at a time, to collect
musical details, such as rhythm, melody,
vocals, lyrics, and more.

Type the name of your favorite artist or

...song into. Pandora, it will quickly. search

The thumbs up gives them the okay to play
more like it. On the other hand the thumbs
down throws up the red flag that lets them
know “it’s not what this station should play.”
Pandora not only allows you to create as
many “stations” as you wish, it also gives
you the opportunity to search and listen
to other individuals’ “stations”” Pandora

-also comes with a direct link that will link

users to iTunes, or direct you to Amazon
to purchase the songs of your choice.
Thanks to this new world of Pandora
radio, you wont have to rely on sources like
MTV’s TRL to.tell you what to listen to.
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‘_Céurt of Honors
Com 206

'y May 7 Monday May 12
Final Exams

Tuesday May 13
Final Exams

Wednesday May 14
Final Exams ;

X Hookah Lounge
d{u[j[;[ Pool Tables
BIM

CAFE & Gnm Games

:

Over 50 Hookah Flavor's _
Monday Night Pool Tournament

Great Food

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Happy Hour 4.00-6:00 P.M,
1220 E Mission, San Marcos g
Hubbly Gubbly Cafg

August 9 -
Last day of classes that
meet second half of term
July 10
~ 12:00 p.m.
orial Day Payment deadline for
ampus Closed classes reserved April
Tt .28-July 9
Sunday June 1
~Grades available on August 7
MyCSUSM 12:00 p.m.

~Monday June 2

760-233-2334

Rt "?":

Last day of classes that
meet first session of term

July 7
First day of class for second
session classes

July 10
Last day to drop classes
with no academic record

Payment deadline for
classes reserved July
First day of summer 2008 10-Aug 6

summer session classes :

August 14

June 2 - June 9 Grades due from instructors
Add/Drop period for : -
summer 2008 classes - .August 22

2 Offici grades ava:lab.'" .én

June 9 :
Last day to drop cfasses A
Last day to add classes 4
Last day to change gradm" .
opt:ons =

| SELF REGISTER FOR CAMPUS EMERGENCY ALERTS!!

In order to receive Campus Emergency Alerts you must
self register into the system!!

To further strengthen campus emergency preparedness Cal State
San Marcos has implemented a mass notification system to
communicate with the campus community during times of
emergency. This system allows students, faculty and staff to
determine how they would like to be notified if the campus should
experience an emergency.

Chaices include one or more of the following:
+ SMS text message {standard text messaging fees apply)
+ Cell phone
« Campus e-mail
= Personal e-mai
» Home phone
« Work phone

1o register go to: www.csusm.edu/ep and follow the prompts
to enter your personal information
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BY TIM MOORE
Pride Staff Writer

CSUSM Softball will open up the
2008 postseason today at 9 a.m. at Cal
Baptist University in Riverside. The
Cougars are one of four teams in the
NATA Region II tournament, taking the
#4 seed. The Cougars will go up against
the #1 seed CBU Lancers. In addition
to being seeded #1 in the playoffs, the
Lancers' 51-5 regular season record has
them atop the national rankings.

The Cougars have faced CBU three
times this season, issuing the Lancers
one of their five regular-season losses in
a nail-biting 1-0 win in extra innings on
April 19. In their three matchups with
CBU, the Cougars were outscored 15-1,

.however, the victory in April makes
this sgame that much more interesting.
Biola and Point Loma Nazarene will
also be competing in the playoffs. On
the season, the Cougars are 2-2 against

SPORTS _ -
Softball program shows growth

Winning 17 more games than in 2007, The Cougars have punched their flrsttlcket to the postseason

Biola and 0-4 against Point Loma.

The 2008 season was the Cougars best  Finishing with a reco_l_}i-2_’;"-17,__the.j.-C9u--‘

Shanti Poston drives in the winning run on April 19, issuing CBU their
 season.

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 1 1

iri the two year history of the program. gars -improved immensely upon their
. 10-31 record from 2007. The Cougars

‘capitalized on tournament games,

“finishing the season with a 9-0 neu-
tral site record that included an unde-
feated effort at the Sun West Tourna-
ment in March.

The Cougars' team batting aver-
age was .269, up from .253 in 2007.
CSUSM pitching held opponents to
.230 at the plate with-a 1.76 combined
ERA. Junior, Melissa Lerno finished
the season witha 1.05 ERA and a 11-6
record, averaging 4.8 strikeouts over
21 appearances. _

The Cougars finished the regu-
lar season ranked #22 in the NAIA
National rankings, and #4 in the
NATA Region II rankings. ,

The stats don't lie. The Cougars'
improvement from 10-31 to 27-17 in
only one year is a sure sign of big

h an final loss of te things to come for the young pro-

Photo by Tim Moore / The Pride gram. G

Cougar bhaseball finishes |
season with a huge comeback

BY LANCE CARTELLII
Pride Staff Writer

The Cougars scored six runs in the
seventh and eighth innings to beat San
Diego Christian 10-8 in a late inning
surge.

Coming off a 18-23 record last year,

-the Cougars finished the 2008 season
22-16-1 in what was a year that breathed
new life into the baseball program.

Down 3-1 in the top of the 4, the Cou-
gars scored 3 runs, which included an
RBI double by Ricardo Moran.

San Diego Christian struck back with
two more runs in the bottom of the
inning to regain the lead 5-4. RBI hits
from Danny Gonzalez and Kenoli Fon-
seca accounted for the two runs scored.

Trailing 7-4, the comeback began

in the top of the 7" by the Cougars.
Dane Ponciano hit his 2° RBI hit of
the game, knocking in two runs for
the Cougars. Mike Pena would later
score on a wild pitch to tie the game
7-7 going into the bottom half of the
inning.

- The Cougars would score three
more runs to gain an insurmountable
10-7 lead.

Pitcher, David Julio, who went one
inning giving up three hits and a run,
got his 4™ win of the season, extend-
ing his record to 4-3. Auggie Richard-

- son closed the game out, throwing a

perfect 9" inning to pick up his 2™
save of the season.

The Cougars won the game 10-8
and look to improve on their winning
season next year.

CSUSM Track and Field
has strong showing at
Steve Scoft invitational

BY TIM MOORE
Pride Staff Writer

CSUSM Track and Field competed in
the Steve Scott Invitational at UC Irvine
on Sunday, performing well in anticipa-
tion of Nationals later this month. .

The event, which featured top NCAA
talent from across the nation, is named

- after CSUSM's very own Track and Field

coach, Steve Scott—one of the greatest
milers in the history of American run-
ning.

The Cougars had a great showing,
anchored by senior, Sergio Gonzales, who
finished the 1,500-meter in 9" place with

a time of 3:54. Junior, Anthony Guadag-

nini finished 12 with a time of 3:56.
Senior, Billy Walker finished 13" in the

100-meter dash final. Junior, Aaron Parker
finished the 400-meter hurdles in ninth
place with a time of 15.05. Junior, Kyle
Huges took fifth place in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase with a time of 9:30. The
men’s 4x400 relay team placed second
overall with a time of 3:16.: g

For the women’s team, senior, Saman-
tha Showns finished 17th in the 400-meter
dash, with a time of 58.13. Senior, Ash-
leigh Davis, finished the 100-meter hur-
dles in 10* place with a time of 14.35. The
women’s 4x400 relay team finished third
with a time of 3:56.

The Cougars have one more event before
Nationals—The Occidental Invitational
on Saturday at Occidental College in Los
Angeles.
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Printing.
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Document Servzces
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Mailbox Services

We'll give your business a real street address, then sign
for and receive your incoming packages.
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BY TORIA SAVEY
Pride Staff Writer

“Iron Man” is not a comic book movie.
It’s important to make a distinction. It is a
film that has been based on a comic book.
To me, ‘comic book movies® are
those complete wastes of production
costs with ridiculous premises, easily
despised heroes, and an ending so
contrived and expected that they make
“Winnie the Pooh™ seem like a shocking
thriller.

No, this is a film. There’s a plot. There’s
acting. There is an honest attempt to enter-
tain without insulting the intelligence of
the audience, which is something 1 haven't
seen in a long time in a blockbuster film.

And make no mistake: “Iron Man” will
be a blockbuster, perhaps the first that I
would recommend you see in a while, and
definitely the first of the superhero films |
would consider seeing a second time.

Unlike other films, in which the hero is
submiersed in toxic goo and gains magic
strength, or gets bitten by a radioactive
spider and gains superpowers, the premise
of this flick is, if not highly believable, at
least has a somewhat logical progression.
A man invents a suit that enables him to fly
and do other amazing things (and I don’t
want to give anything away so I'll keep it
general). But said man is already a wun-
derkind, a genius son of an atomic scien-
tist, who graduated top of his class at MIT.
He doesn’t gain his knowledge in a ridicu-
lous manner, suddenly, from a prophesied

eclipse or an extremely convenient nuclear
accident.
That said, this is still a movie about aman
who does extraordinary things
that might not be possible
in real life. But you forget
about what I’'m sure are
some pretty huge sci-
entific  inaccura-
cies when faced
with the acting.
I haven’t seen
Robert Downey
Jr. do this well
In years.

lutely aston- Y,
ishing. He should
stay sober for his health*,
first and foremost, but %,
second, so that we can be treated
to decades more of his acting. He
plays Tony Stark, a brilliant and wealthy
playboy and a hilarious cad, with an unbe-
lievably inflated opinion of himself. But as
Stark would probably point out though, it’s
only vanity if you're not really as good as
you think you are.

His character’s movement towards
being a responsible and caring individual,
while maintaining his humor and a good
bit of hubris with it, is awesome. With

‘no  pretenses about
awards. It is not trying
to prove anything.

a supporting cast that includes Terrence
Howard and Gwyneth Paltrow, this movie
has some great acting. The problem is that
our Academy Awards are

often chosen without sig-
nificant thought of the
general public. This film
soars (pun intended),
in part, because it has

These are actors trying
to play people in ways
that will appeal to mil-
lions, which can hon-
estlybe more

flies off of pages and
onto the silver screen

satisfying  than
many award-
heavy,  nationally
lauded films.
Now throw
in a clas-
sic good
Versus

evil plot with a
few minor twists,
an ending that you would
feel good having your chil-
dren see, special effects that
make me wish I had wings,
and you have “Iron Man.” It’s
a film that I would recommend
to both my adrenaline junkie
20-something friends AND my
80-year-old grandmother who
gets upset when Wheel of
Fortune is too loud. So
grab your friends,
and your favor-
ite senior cit-
izens, and
head down
~ for a movie
that, dare
I say it
might
almost be
worth the
sky-high
price of a
ticket.

Graduation Lei
Hundreds of styles to choose from
www.ohanacreations.com
Lei for all occasions-sewn fresh daily

Ohana Creations
550 Grand Ave Carlsbad, Ca 92008
760 434-1611

education class
or two this

summer for only
$20 a unit!

| Get ahead this summer and save
a bundle at MiraCosta College.
MiraCosta is a community
college located just minutes
from the beach in North San
Diego County—with a campus
in Oceanside, located right of
Highway 78; and the San Elijo
Campus, located in Cardiff, just
east of I-5 or take classes oniine.
MiraCosta offers hundreds of
general education courses, most
of which are transferable to UC
and CSU campuses.

Don’t wait! Enroll today! Some
early classes begin June 2.
General summer session
begins June 16. View the class
schedule and enroll online at
www.miracosta.edu or call
(760) 757-2121 for additional
information.

|
t Take a general
i
|

-
G

Oceanside Campus

1 Barnard Drive
Oceanside, CA 92056
San Elijo Campus
3333 Manchester Ave.
Cardiff, CA 82007
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Sombrero San Marcos: Artist recommended

BY RUDY MARTINEZ
Pride Staff Writer

The infamous Sombrero, made popular
by the legendary pop-punk band, Blink-182,
does in fact live up to its name. The newest
Mexican food haven is located right up the
street from campus, with perfect hours for
early morning and late night burrito fixes.
They are open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., Sunday
to Saturday and offer fairly cheap prices,
especially: for burrito-starved students.

Upon entering, the sizzle of the grill and
the sound of mariachi music are quite invit-
‘ing. Sombrero’s menu is a sea of burritos,
tacos, combination plates, and other mouth-
watering deliciousness.

For burrito eritics, the carne asada bur-
ritos are fit for kings (and queens... and
everyone else in the court). The standard
carne asada is filled with guacamole, pico
de gallo (tomatos, onion, cilantro), and of
course, carne asada. There will not be any
unwanted stringy slices of chewy fat found
in these tortilla wrapped pieces of heaven,
Unlike many other taco shops, Sombrero’s
carne asada 1s cubed, which is how mest of
the fat is removed. However, unless you're a
huge fan of guacamole; easy-or light guaca-
mole should be consideréd.

Some other favored burrito choices offered
include a California burrito, bean & cheese,
chimichanga (deep fried burrito), mix (shred-
ded beef and bean which is quite messy but
none-the-less delicious), fish, carnitas, and for
the vegetarians: a veggie burrito which con-
sists of rice, beans, lettuce, and pico de gallo.
The prices of burritos range from $2.19 for a
bean burrito, $5.60 for a shrimp burrito, and
average about $4.50 after tax. Whichever
burrito you end up choosing, it will rank up
among the top burritos you’ve ever had.

Tacos, enchiladas, taquitos, oh my! If
you're a fan of the combination plate rather
than a la carte items, there are 30+ combina-
tions to choose from. Whether your fancy is
two tacos, beans and rice, or a carne asada
dinner, there is an option for you! Not to
mention the limited time offer of $5 for any
combination plate, which should also help
your decision. Otherwise, the combination
plates are $7.05 for plates that include rice
and beans, and $7_99 for combination din-
ners, ‘which mc]ude nce, beans, and a torti-
a. 25

To top off the- rneal Sombrero offers fla-
vored churros. That’s _right. FLAVORED
churros. The thought of the favorable theme
park treat injected with flavor really intrigued
me. The flavors they offer are strawberry,

The San Marcos location is found in the
same plaza that the new LA Fitness at 133
. North Twin Oaks Valley Road. For more
information, catering, and online coupon
specials, visit www.sombreromex.com.

cream, and your classic churro. Once you've
inhaled one of these, you will definitely con-
sider a second or possibly a third (or more).

Your average meal for two people will
run anywhere from $10 to $18 depending
on how big your eyes are. At Sombrero, you
have good deals and prices
with great food and service, it
definitely ranks up there with
my grandma’s Mexican food.
However, if you are a fan of
salsa or hot sauce with your
meal, the choices are quite
limited to achunky mild salsa,
a kind of smoky and peppery
hot salsa, and a green medium
salsa. You may have to BYOS
(bring your own salsa) to this
fiesta. After a nice combina-
tion plate of enchiladas, four
rolled tacos (aka taquitos),
beans, and rice, I didn’t walk
away with the heavy gut feel-
ing like most Mexican food
leaves you with. One thing I
know is for sure. I have found
a new place to spend my
lunches.

Sombrero has several loca-
tions in San Diego County.

Photo by Rudy Martinez / The Pride

Endless Summer Light

BY JONATHAN E. THOMPSON
Pride Staff Writer

Karl Strauss Brewing Com-
pany brews Endless Summer
Light, a throwback fo the 1964
movie “The Endless Summer,”
by filmmaker Bruce Brown,
in San Diego, California. Karl
Strauss operates six brewery
restaurants in Southern California. The
Carlsbad location sits closest to CSUSM.
The company began in 1989 with Karl
Strauss, his cousin, CEO and co-founder
Chris Cramer, and Cramer’s college com-

tainer
holds 12
fluid ounce dark’ ‘brown glass
bottles and retails for $7.99 at
BevMo. A simple scene most likely taken
from the movie “The Endless Summer”
identifies as the centerpiece of the pack-
aging. Sandy tan and sun burned orange
hues color the packaging. The bottles

SiX

And on the classy side...
Wilson Creek’s
Almond Champagne

BY JONATHAN E. THOMPSON
Pride Staff Writer

: ceremomes assmlated with summer, enjoy
a bottle of Wilson Creck Almond Flavored
.California Champagne. As always, cele-
‘brate respon-
sibly.

Cheers!

Wilson Creek Winery and Vineyards:
offers their Almond Champagne in
Temecula, California. The Wilson family
purchased 20 acres of land in the Temec-
ula Valley Wine Country in 1996 with
intentions of operating a winery. Twelve

adoring yellow bottle caps, share the
same imaging.

The beer pours smooth, like running
water from a garden hose on a lawn on
a hot summer day. No head forms but a
thin brim of suds ensure that the rising
carbonated bubbles do not release any
flavoring of hops and malts. The bever-

rade and the company’s president, Matt
Retner.

Karl Strauss was born in Minden, Ger-
many: He was actually born on the land
of his father’s brewery. He grew up on
the brewery and left when he was 18. He
earned a degree in Science of Malting and
Brewing from the Technical University

years later, the winery has
grown in popularity and
magnitude. The winery
is a favorite amongst
local residents and
year-round tourists,
Champagne, France
owns exclusive rights to

Munich at Weihenstephan, Germany. He

age embodies a crisp amber color similar

is the only person to receive to the rays rising off the waves at local
both the Award of Honor San Diego County beaches in summer
a n d Award of Merit time. The light beer enters the mouth
from the Master Brewer’s sending a gentle surge of zest, then soft-
Associ- ation of the Ameri- ens up and passes through leaving the

cas. mouth moist.

The With only 110 calories and
card- 2.8% alcohol by volume
board the beer serves as a great
con- summer refreshment for

P ;
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almost any occasion. Two
weeks remain for the
spring. semester and
soon Cougars will be
basking in the radiant
warmth in San Diego
under the beloved
golden sun. Cougars
will also be gradu-
ating, getting mar-
ried, attending BBQ/
beach/pool parties

Light’s characteristics
ensure a relaxing and
rejuvenating experience
throughout the entirety
of summer.

time, Cougars...cheers!

etc. Endless Summer

Until next

use the term champagne
for their sparkling wine. The
U.S. recognizes these rights in respect to
President Carter’s signature in the Treaty
of Versailles. However, the U.S. Senate
never ratified the treaty. Therefore, the
U.S. legally allows US. manufacturers
of sparkling wine to name their product
“champagne” if the manufacturer clearly
-indicates the - geographical location in
which the sparkling wine originates on
. their bottles. :

Essentially, champagne and sparkling
wine are synonymous in the product they
describe, regardless of the lingo.

Wilson Creek Almond Flavored Cali-
fornia Champagne retails for $10,99 at
BevMo. The 750 ML bottle has an 11%
alcohol by volume and arrives from
Woodbridge, CA. The champagne dis- -
plays a faint blonde shade when poured
into a glass generating bitter and sugary
scents. The beverage begins smooth -
with flavors similar to marshmallows
and almonds while finishing with a
slight kick of bitterness. The quick
transition from sweet to bitter creates a
delightful treat for the taste buds.-

To celebrate the many festivities and

Photo by Jonathan E. Thompson / The Pride
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Coldplay releases new single
English rockers climb "Violet Hill"

BY AMY SALISBURY
Pride Staff Writer

Alternative British exports Cold-
play have set their sights on June 17
as the official release date for their
fourth album, Viva La Vida or
Death And All His Friends. Though
fans of the band have awhile to
wait, they can delight in the gener-
ous unveiling of Viva's first single,
“Violet Hill.”

Generosity may well be an under-
statement. On April 27, Coldplay
revealed that they would release
“Violet Hill” from the band’s web-
site entirely free of charge begin-
ning on April 29 at 12:15PM
(415AM Pacific Time) for exactly
one week. Unfortunately, the sur-
~ prise announcement came too late
for the Pride to inform our favor-
ite Brit-pop-loving classmates of
this fabulous freebie. Without any
publicity, “Violet Hill” is already
receiving massive amounts of air-

play worldwide. If you haven’t had
the pleasure of experiencing this
morsel of musical bliss, you are
in the right place to satiate your
hunger before Viva hits iTunes.

The song begins in a relatively

expected way. Moody ambient
guitar swims through a seemingly
empty space in a rather lengthy
40-second intro. Suddenly, front-
man Chris Martin’s voice pierces
through the foggy synth, “Was a
long and dark December,” not to be
confused with the Counting Crows
song. The verse seems to settle
into Coldplay’s trademark heavy-
handed piano only for a time, then
a hairpin turn ensues in the form of
Johnny Buckland’s guitar coming
down hard in the style of 4 Rush
of Blood to the Head's “Politik.”

No real chorus exists but Martin’s

longing plea to a seemingly absent
lover, “If you love me/Won’t you
let me know?” The verse to follow
bears lyrics alluding to a war of

sorts, “Priests clutched onto Bibles/

All rode out to fit their rifles,” with
sentiments concerning the fight
akin to Keane’s “A Bad Dream”
Just past the halfway point, Buck-
land’s guitar solo utilizes a sound
that I, personally, have never heard
out of these musicians. A simple
vibe wins out in the end, conjuring
a sight of Martin sitting solemnly
alone calling out to his lost love.
The single ultimately delivers a
song structure like that of X&Y's
“Square One:” a hushed intro,
commanding verses, and a lullaby
of a wrap-up.

If Coldplay isn’t your scene,
Viva may just be the turning point,
Rumored album elements include
Middle Eastern percussion, Latin-
influenced rhythms, looped elec-
tronic riffs, and Martin’s new-
found deeper vocals. Judging by
Viva’s free sample single, no one
truly knows what to expect from

the dynamic genius of Coldplay.

Photo courtesy of Amazon.com
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beauty andwolence

BY BILL RHEIN
Pride Staff Writer

On televisions nationwide, the
people can hear the perpetual
sound of police sirens as “Grand
Theft Auto IV” hit shelves April
29. Just in time to divert students
during finals week, this offers
addicting game play, similar to the
previous titles in the series. Also
similar to the previous games, the
gamer plays as a criminal diving
deep into the world of crime.

GTA IV takes place in Liberty
City, similar to. New York City,
and follows a character named
Niko, a Serbian immigrant who is

- looking for success. His past as a

soldier in the Bosnian War defines
his actions as he is an unforgiv-
ing person who uses violence to
climb the crime ladder. Though
he cares about his cousin Roman,
his true motivation is money.

The objectives of the game are
to steal cars, avoid the police, and
do nefarious deeds for money,
much like the other games in the
series. The first feature that sets
this game apart is the depth of
the map. The game is set on the
islands of Liberty City, where the
creators heightened the detail as
compared to other games. The
environment is much more inter-
active and more buildings are
accessible, adding to the realism.

Images courtesy of gamedaily.com

The game has a slightly cartoon .

look, but the graphics are smooth
and it is a visual treat. Tactics are
also a new part of the game, as
the “rush-in, shoot ‘em up” style
will get the character killed. Play-
ers must use cover and the right
weapon per situation to complete
a mission.

The game is available for Play-
station 3, but it is on the XBOX
360 where this game shines.
Players can enjoy the numer-
ous achievements to build their
gamer score on XBOX Live. As
well, there is a new multi-player
element to the game. Online play
can range from cooperative cam-
paign play, racing through the city
streets, to an all out urban brawl.
This offers gamers more for their
money.

However, one could not address
this game without a word of
warning. GTA IV is an incredi-

.bly violent game and is not meant

for children. Though young ones
should not be playing M-Rated
games such as Halg or Assassin’s
Creed anyway, this one is differ-
ent because it is so realistically
violent and contains strong adult
themes including sex and drugs.
Players should remember that it is
just a game, and should contem-
plate if the lack of morals in the
game makes it worthwhile.

~ GTA 1V is certainly a well-
made game and it has raised the
bar for video game potential. Yet
due to the content, players must
think before they play.

Artist review: Flobots

Musical fusion
On your stereo

BY ROSS LICHTMAN
Pride Staff Writer

As 1 drove down the free-
way, I listened to the radio
and flipped through local
rock stations trying to find
anything worth listening to.
I stopped on 91X because I
heard the radio host saying
that he was about to play new
music. The song he played
was called “Handlebars” by
Flobots.

As the song started all
that was playing was a week
plucking of a violin and a guy
singing about how he can
ride a bike without holding
on the handlebars. The song
didn’t sound very promising,
but I am very glad that I did
not change the station.

As the song went on it
exploded into a combina-
tion of a very impressive rap

song combined with a rock

feel to it. When it was over
I literally sat in my car with
goosebumps. I was instantly
hooked.

The second I got home, I

- looked up their album titled,

“Fight With Tools.” and
listened to" every track on
iTunes. Each song hit me,
and I realized that this would
be the new album that I fall in
love with. I instantly bought
it and have not stopped play-
ing it since.

Flobots is made up of 7
very talented musicians: two
emcees, base guitarists, a
drummer, viola, and trumpet

‘player. Theydoavery goodjob

at combining the feel ofarock

song with the steady
flow of a hip-hop song.

Throughout their album the
soft horns and violins compli-
ment their use’ of steady heavy
beats in the background. I am
usually not into political music
but pretty much every song
talks about an important issue
that takes place in our world.
Their lyrics, which talk about
such issues as 9/11, Katrina, or
the war in Irag, not only criticize
these issues but also talk about
positive things that can be done
to improve our way of life.

I was a little hesitant when I
found out their album preached
about some of these events
because many times hip-hop
artists can stray from the real
meaning of these issues in their

- songs, but Flobots do no such

thing.

I believe the track “Handle-
bars” is the best overall track
with its exceptional blend of
eerie lyrics and massive back-
ground drums, guitar, and
violin. Other great tracks on the
album include “Same Thing”
“Rise,” and “Mayday!!!”

Flobots’ perfect blend of
rock, hip-hop, and instrumen-
tal genius, makes this an album
that you definitely need to check
out.
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