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Students can get their caffeine fix

at a new campus coffee kiosk.

Campus Culture, page 10
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Mulching operation
makes for smelly
situation

By Roman S. Koenig

Forthelast sixmonths, arather
suspicious odor has wafted over
Cal State San Marcos as trucks
and workers busily build brown
mounds of...well, something...at
the northwest end of campus.

Has Bandini fertilizer become
a new corporate sponsor. for
CSUSM? Has a section of the cam-
pus been designated as the new
San Marcos Landfill? Is it a toxic
waste dump?

The answer to all of these ques-
tions is “No.” What is going on,
however, will benefit the univer-
sity and private enterprise, accord-
ing to George Carlson, director of
facility services.

Carlson’s job is to see to it that
the campus is landscaped with as
minimal a budget as possible. The
problem, he explained, isthat open
land on campus is essentially dead
— made up of decomposed gran-
ite-based soil. :

“It’s not the world’s greatest
growing medium,” he commented.
What was to be done? Could it be
possible to make the soil able to
support landscaping?

See MULCH, page 2

So what's the big stink about? Mounds
of mulch on campus (pictured at left).
Photo by Roman S. Koenig

Associated
Students are
in business

Government now known as
‘Associated Students, Inc.’

Cal State San Marcos’ Associated Stu-
dents are officially in business for them-
selves.

After three years of planning, the stu-
dent government became a Californiastate-
recognized non-profit corporation, accord-
ing to ASI President Michelle Sadova.

“The act of becoming a corporation has
totally changed how we function,” said
Sadova. “We have to work more like a
business.”

The new Associated Students, Inc. places
CSUSM’s student government more on the
level of governments at other state univer-
sity campuses, she explained.

Sadova said the government is still in a
transitional phase where the ASI still con-
tracts for services through the university.
As time goes on, ASI will be responsible for
necessities such as accounting and tax ser-
vices.

Instead of being a campus student orga-
nization, ASI is now considered to be an
independent, or campus auxiliary, organi-
zation like CSUSM’s foundation.

The transition to an independent corpo-
ration has slowed the organization’s opera-
tions a little, according to Sadova.

“It’s kind of been difficult to get orga-
nized this semester because of procedural
matters,” she said, “but once we get over
this hump we hope to be able to function
better.” The student government is in the
process of getting down new procedures for
procurement and purchase requisitions.

The ASI does most of its work by com-
mittee, she explained, and the organization
is searching for student representatives to
sit both on university and student govern-
ment committees. Sadova also said she is
hoping to have the ASI sponsor anumber of
forums and events on campus this year.

Sadova is looking at having more politi-
cally-oriented forums dealing with subjects
like fee increases, as well as having faculty
and staff speakers.

In terms of communication with other
CSU campuses, Sadova said the student
government’s new corporate status will
make officers feel more connected with
their colleagues elsewhere.

The only place where the old Associated
Students name now resides is in the by-
laws.

“On paper, we are still named ‘Associ-
ated Students,”” she concluded, “but in
reality — we’re really the ASI.”
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ates statewide, and 8.1 percent of the

CSU system’s new freshmen in 1992.

~ What has declined since the state-
wide budget crisis is the participation
12,339 (47.4 percent) in 1990 to 7,595 rate — the percentage of high school
' : . raduates who enroll in the CSU sys-

Recreation committee begins
planning for student sports

By Mary Szterpakiewicz

The Associated Students, Inc. council
has announced the expansion of its Recre-
ation Program for a second year. The Rec-
reation Program, formerly known as the
Recreation Committee, was the brainchild
of Michelle Sadova, current council presi-
dent.

Last year, the committee brought
aerobics, yoga and martial arts classes to
campus. This year’s recreation program is
headed by Neil Rombardo, student council
representative and chairperson for the pro-
gram, along with members Robert Cham-
berlain, MandiJordan and Michelle Sadova.
The purpose of the Recreation Program,
according to Rombardo, “is to facilitate a
campus lifestyle and recreation on cam-
pus.”

The recreation program is co-sponsor-
ing events such as the upcoming softball
tournament. Seventy-eight players have
already signed up for the tournament, slated
for Oct. 15 at Bradley Park in San Marcos.
Staff, faculty and student teams are form-
ing, and Rombardo said he is optimistic
that this year’s tournament will be an even
bigger event than last year’s. Campus
groups interested in organizing teams can
call Rombardo at 752-4990.

Along with Betsy Reed’s physiology and
nutrition classes, the recreation program
will be co-sponsoring a campus volleyball
event. In addition to softball and volleyball,
the program is looking to bring basketball
to campus. Rombardo and his committee
are open to any and all suggestions for
expanding campus recreational activities.

Now that the grass is growing at Cal
State San Marcos’ yet-unnamed recreation
field, it will only be a matter of time before
soccer and volleyball games, and other rec-

reational activities are held there. The uni-
versity has offered its support with mainte-
nance and upkeep of the field, which is
located just below the student parking lot.
Planning and scheduling of events will be
handled through the ASI and Student Ac-
tivities office.

Sports equipment is also available to
interested groups and individuals — vol-
leyballs, footballs, frisbees and soccer balls.
Equipment can be picked up at the ASI
office in Commons 205. Interested parties
can call 752-4990 to make a reservation.

Discount coupons to several California
attractions will also be available through
the CSUSM’s recreation program. Univer-
sal Studios discount coupons are now avail-
able at the ASI office, offering savings of
$9.30 for an adult ticket and $6.70 for a
child's ticket. Rombardo said his commit-
tee is working hard to bring additional
discount offers to the campus community
for Disneyland, San Diego Zoo, and Sea
World. All discount coupons will be avail-
able through the ASI.

“We hope to offer movie discounts as
well,” Rombardo added, and because
CSUSM does not have sports/gym facilities
as yet, Rombardo and his committee are
negotiating student discounts for Gold's
Gym, Escondido Sports Palace and local
sporting goods stores.

“We're also looking into getting dis-
counts tolocal arearestaurants aswell,” he
continued. The recreation program com-
mittee will be meeting every other Wednes-
day at noon. Everyone is invited to attend
and share their ideas and concerns regard-
ing recreational campus activities. Meet-
ing locations can be obtained by calling the
ASI at 752-4990.

M U LCH y continued from front page

Since last spring, Disney Enterprises
has been running a large-scale mulching
operation in which plant waste is hauled
onto campus, decomposed at an acceler-
ated rate, and mixed 50-50 with the exist-
ing soil. This is done at no cost to the
university, said Carlson.

“That was a key agent of (the project),”
he continued. “The haulers make out be-
cause they don’t have to pay more to take it
to the landfill. The (San Marcos) landfill
makes out because they have more space.”
Running out of space to dispose of trash is
a problem that has plagued the landfill for
some time now.

Disney Enterprises also wins because
they receive the revenue from the haulers.

The project is being done in conjunction
with CSUSM’s Infrastructure II construc-
tion project. While Carlson said there is no
toxicity to the odor produced, it has been a
nuisance. Disney plans to introduce a new
enzyme in an attempt to “try to improve
the operation to keep the smell down.” The
enzyme will also be utilized to speed up the
decomposition process. Currently, it takes
35 to 40 days to complete the process. For
every cubic yard of waste hauled onto cam-
pus, Carlson explained, three cubic feet of

mulch is made — a one-ninth reduction in
volume.

The mulch is mixed with the soil in an
18- to 20-inch spread along the northwest
section of campus, where an irrigation sys-
tem will be installed and the land hydro-
seeded with a grass mix. Mulch will also be
placed on slopes, which will be hydro-seeded
with what Carlson called “Caltrans Wild-
flower Mix Number Two,” providing yel-
low and orange flowers.

“When we’re all done with this we should
end up with something else that looks more
like a campus than a used chicken farm,”
he said.

“Thisisrelatively new,” Carlson contin-
ued. “Obviously, people have been
composting for centuries, but to do it on a
large scale is relatively new.”

What is most important to Carlson is
that he can get the campus landscaped with
a budget he can afford.

“I could not have afforded this on 10
years worth of budgets,” he concluded.






