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ASI Electlons Result in Confusion and Low Voter Turnout

By AMY BOLASKI and
ANGELA OESTERLE

Pride Staff Writers

A low voter turnout and
some confusion over the eli-
gibility of candidates in the
Associated Students, Inc. (ASI)
election, held May 2-3, has ASI
members determined to strat-
egize for next year’s elections.
Assistant Director of Student and
Residential Life Gezai Berhane
said; “The integrity of the elec-
tion will be maintained.”

Incumbent president Dean
Manship was re-elected with 156
of the 245 votes cast-in the
election, and Vinney Williams
was elected executive vice presi-
dent with 12 more votes than
Sebastien Baranyat and write-in
candidate Honee Folk. Artie Patel
and Crystal Folk were elected as
representatives for the College of
Arts and Sciences, and Timothy
Ton and Lorena Lebert as
representatives for the College
of Business Administration.
Undergraduate - representatives
are Dustin Naylor and Brandon
Cline.

Jocelyn Brown (External
Vice President), Joshua Heers
(Vice President of Finance),
Tammy Rodriguez (Corporate
Secretary) and Deborah Lucas
(Child Care Representative) were
also elected to. office for the
2001-2002 school year.

Roderick Frazier, who cam-
paigned for the position of
undergraduate representative and
received 114 votes, was disquali-
fied because he is not enrolled
at CSUSM this semester. While
Berhane, who is responsible for
checking candidates’ eligibility
requirements, said that Frazier
was taken off the balldt “at the

last minute because he did not
meet eligibility requirements,”
Frazier said he “was never
informed of this.”

“I received a call from Gezai
[Berhane] telling me that because
I wasn’t a registered student at
CSUSM this semester, I would
not be able to take my position
as undergraduate representative
for Fall 2001,” Frazier said. “At
the beginning of campaigning,
they told me it would be okay
for me to campaign, even though
I wasn’t a registered student, as

- %... student
enrollment is
going up while
student involve-
ment is going
down.”

--Tad Goddard,
Election
Committee

“It’s hard to
explain this low

of a turnout.”
--Gezai Berhane,
- Student and
Residential Life

long as I would be a registered
student when I took my posi-
tion.”

Frazier said he was called
after the election, in which his
114 votes were enough to guar-
antee him a representative posi-
tion, and told that he would not
be able to take the position.

Berhane said he “oversaw the
enrollment requirement,” and that
he “thought that [Frazier] was
taking classes concurrently at
Palomar and CSUSM.”

“I guess I was wrong,”
Berhane said.

Tad Goddard, election chair-
man and College of Business
Representative said, “We dis-

_covered after the fact that he

[Frazier] wasn’t eligible to run.”
Honee Folk, whose name
didn’t appear on the ballot as
a candidate for executive vice
president because of an eligibil-
ity requirement, said, “I’m dis-
appointed about the voter turn-
out and the inconsistency with
which it [the election] was run. I
personally think this was ridicu-
lous, the way things were han-
dled with Roderick [Frazier].”
Disappointment with the low
voter turnout was a common con-
cern of ASI members. Berhane
said, “I thought more students
would show up and vote, espe-

* cially because there was more

coverage of the election. It’s hard
to explain why.”

Goddard ~ mentioned  the
“growing pains” of the campus.
“There is a wider discrepancy
between the number of people
supporting clubs and the actual
population--student enrollment is
going up while student involve-
ment is going down.”

Only three percent of the
student body voted in the elec-
tion, and Goddard said the most
common reasons students gave
for not voting were “I don’t know
any of the people running,” “I
haven’t heard much about the
people running,” “I don’t vote,”

“and in the vein of student apathy,

“I don’t care.” Berhane men-

tioned the “lack of major issues

b

(Above) Tad Goddard waits
for voters on May 2, the
second day of elections.

(Right) A student voter at the polls.
(Pride Photos/Victoria Segall)

for students to vote on,” as part |

of the problem.

The last student election held

was for the Student Union Fee
Referendum Increase, and only
465 students voted in favor of
a $50 a semester increase in
fees to build the Clarke Field
House/Student Union, effective
July of 2001. President Gonzalez
had said then that student and
community apathy were a prob-
lem.

Goddard mentioned the lack
of competition in the election as
a possible reason for the lack
of student involvement with the
election. “When there’s more
competition, it always leads to
better turnouts. The candidates
try harder, and more people know
about it, and if you have two
candidates for one office, twice
as many people will vote.”

Newly elected representative
for the College of Arts and
Sciences, Crystal Folk, said, “I
want to help bring about positive
change in the upcoming school
year.” Berhane mentioned online
voting and emails as possible

ways of encouragmg students to
vote.

Student Karen Zeisler said,
“having the option of voting
online would make it so much
more accessible.”

“We’ve got some ideas to
improve the elections next year,”
Goddard said. “We need to get
people more familiar with the
candidates. Students seem much
harder to reach than they did pre-
viously. We’ve got to find better
ways to reach the them.”

Berhane said” “it’s hard to

‘explain this low of a turnout,”

and Goddard agreed. “It’s dif-
ficult to understand. Everyone
pays money to the ASI; they
should care about what’s done
with that money.”

Cinco de Mayo Celebration Held on n Campus May 2nd

By CLAUDIA IGNACIO
Pride Staff Writer

For the third year in a row,
Cal State San Marcos celebrated
Cinco de Mayo. The event, how-
ever, was celebrated on May 2
in collaboration with Associated
Students Inc., MEChA, Assistant
Dean of Students Tim Bills, and
Ballet Folkldrico Mixtlan.

“Since Cinco de Mayo was
on a Saturday, we decided to have
the evént on Wednesday so that it
would attract more students,” said
Yesenia Balcazar, current dance
instructor for Ballet Folklérico.

The event attracted approxi-
mately 80 students, faculty and

- staff. “It was a very colorful,
beautiful representation of the
culture,” said senior Mary
Bernard.

The program included sing-
ing by El Chute, Balcazar’s dad,
and her sister, Norma Balcazar.
“I have been singing profession-
ally for five years,” said Mario
Balacazar, El Chute. “I intro-
duced my daughters to this envi-
ronment when they were little.
Now I am very happy to see
them perform.”

Ballet Folklérico Mixtlan, a
dance troupe, performed dances

such as La Bruja,
La Bamba from
Veracruz, and the
well known Jarabe
Tapatio, el Sol de §
la Negra and Los
Machetes.

B-a'l'1let
Folkérico Mixtlan
is made up of nine
members; half of
them are Cal State
San Marcos stu-
dents and the other
half from the com-
munity.

A main speak:
er for the event
was Ricardo
Favela, presiden
of MEChA. He §
told his personal
story of how his
parents bought a
mariachi suit fo
him when he was
in elementary
school.  “When
Cinco de Mayo
came around they
told me to put on
the mariachi suit.”
He was expected
to wear it to school
and was the only |

one of his class-
mates who celebrat-
ed the day at his

ashamed that I was
the only one ... but
| today I stand here
i very proud to cel-
| ebrate  Cinco de
Mayo,” said Favela.
Cinco de Mayo is
not Mexico’s inde-
pendence day,
which is celebrated
on September 16.
“Cinco de Mayo is
a celebration of a
-battle in which the
‘French army was
attempting to
invade Mexico. It’s

Students celebrated
Cinco de Mayo
last week with
dancing, singing
and speeches by
their fellow
Students.
(Left) Dancers per-
Jorm to a crowd of
about eighty students,

Jaculty and staff.
(Pride Photos/
Victoria Segall)

school. “T was very

a day in which Mexicanos united
and organized to defeat the most
powerful, foreign enemy. This
is why it’s such a significant date
for Mexico and for our people,”
said Favela.

“It is a very important event
to remember, being that we are
so close to Mexico. We need to
appreciate the significance that it
has to the Mexican community,”
said junior Angela Magana. “It is
also a good way to preserve cul-
ture.”

Sophomore Ana Gabriela
added, “I was glad that they
clarified why we acknowledged
Cinco de Mayo. Furthermore
it is also a great cultural experi-
ence for our campus, it shows
the awareness of the struggle of
the Mexican people.”

“It takes time to prepare such
an event as Cinco de Mayo, but
since it is celebrated in May, it
gives us more time to prepare for
it, as opposed to Mexico’s inde-
pendence, which is on September
16. However, plans are underway
and we should be celebrating
Mexico’s independence day this
year,” said Balcazar.






