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< On Monday, May 1, Dr. Richard 
Karas, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs submitted his letter of resig-
nation to university President Alex-
ander Gonzalez. 

According to Dr. Miriam W. 
Schustack , Chair of the Academic 
Senate, Dr. Karas announced his res-
ignation at the end of his usual report 
to the Academic Senate during the 
May 3, 2000 meeting of the Aca-
demic Senate. Schustack noted that 
"[t]he Senators appeared stunned at 
the announcement." 

Schustack also noted that when 
queried by one Academic Senator 
as to the reason for his resignation, 
Karas replied that "his reasons were 
of an intensely personal nature, and 
that he would appreciate having his 
privacy respected on this issue and 
not being questioned further." In an 

interview with a Pride editor, Karas 
also replied with the same answer. 

The copy of the Memorandum, 
provided by Karas, which Karas read 
from at this meeting reads as fol-
lows: 

This Monday, I sub-
mitted my resignation to 
President Gonzalez and 
requested that he reassign 
me to a faculty position as 
Professor of Physics. At the 
end of June I will  step down 
as Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs. 

I look Forward to 
returning to my first pro-
fessional loves - students, 
teaching, and study, and to 
enjoy a close collaborative 
relationship with the superb 
faculty and staff who make 
CSUSM such a wonderful 
institution. There are a 

number of projects I hope 
to pursue and through them, 
I intend to continue con-
tributing to the campus and 
the communities we serve/ 

Thanks for the support 
and commitment you've 
shown over the past four 
years. Together, we've 
made a lot of progress. 

In a memorandum to the Cal State 
San Marcos Campus Community 
dated May 3,2000 and released fol-
lowing the Academic Senate meeting, 
CSUSM's President Dr. Alexander 
Gonzalez notes that "[o]n Monday, 
May 1, Dr. Richard Karas resigned 
his position as Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. I respect his deci-
sion as well as his request for reas-
signment to a faculty position in 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 
With the fall semester, Dr. Karas will 
become a Professor of Physics at Cal 

State San Marcos. We wish him all 
the best in returning to his first great 
passion in academia, teaching stu-
dents." 

In the same memorandum Gon-
zalez states that he will  shortly "make 
a decision about an interim appoint-
ment and [begin] the search to replace 
Dr. Karas." 

Dr. Karas' resignation comes on 
the heels of the resignation of the 
both the Dean of Arts and Sciences, 
Dr. Victor Rocha, who will  be taking 
a position as a professor of Psychol-
ogy in the fall, and the Dean of the 
College of Business Administration, 
Dr. Newton Margulies who resigned 
his position in the fall of 1998 citing 
personal reasons. 

Dr. Karas came to Cal State San 
Marcos in mid-1996 from Western 
State College of Colorado, where he 
served as Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs. During his tenure as 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 

at CSUSM the student body has 
grown by over 2000 students, sev-
eral new academic programs were 
successfully begun, and a process for 
the evaluation of academic programs 
was initiated. Prior to serving as Vice 
President for Academic Affairs at 
Western State College of Colorado, 
Karas served as Dean of Administra-
tive Services at Sonoma State Uni-
versity. He also served as Chair of 
Sonoma State's physics and astron-
omy department, and as a manager 
in a computer company doing busi-
ness in China. 

Karas earned his bachelor's and 
master's degrees from UC Berkeley 
in physics and his doctoral degree 
from UC Berkeley in atmospheric 
and space sciences. His honors 
include Outstanding Professor of the 
Year, and National Endowment for 
the Humanities "All-College Fellow" 
while at Sonoma State. 
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Though the infamous 
ILOVEYOU "worm" spread like the 
plague throughout computer systems 
around the world, shutting down 
government agencies, corporate net-
works, and even entire nations early 
Thursday morning, May 4, 2000, 
CSUSM contained the attack on 
campus computers by noon the same 
day. 

ILOVEYOU was the subject line 
on e-mails containing an attachment 
that opened what some reports mis-
takenly called a "virus". According 
to the Symantec Antivirus Research 
Center viruses and worms differ in 
how they spread. Symantec is the 
provider of Norton Anti Virus soft-
ware. 

Worms are designed to propa-
gate cyber violence throughout a net-
work with little or no help from 
humans (i.e. grabbing addresses and 
mailing itself). Alternatively, a virus 
is designed to hide out and allow 
itself to be sent to a recipient where it 
can wreck havoc on a machine. The 
ILOVEYOU attachment contained a 
Visual Basic Script (.vbs file) that, 
once opened, would mail itself to 
everyone listed in the address book, 
then begin corrupting specific files 

on the local machine. 
"It's impressive code.. Clean... 

Well written," say student assistants 
who work in Computing and Tele-
communications Network Opera-
tions of the four short pages ofVisual 
Basic code that flooded inboxes and 
sent items folders with thousands of 
infected messages on campus and 
around the world. The worm cre-
ated what an Information Technol-
ogy Consultant in HelpDesk Support, 
Carlos Arciniega, called a "panic" 
among campus computer users. 

When David Medeiros, Operat-
ing Systems Analyst for the campus 
Computing and Telecommunications 
department opened his e-mail at 
about 7:15am to more than 50 expres-
sions of affection, he realized he was 
either more popular than he ever 
imagined or that a cyber attack had 
been unleashed on the campus e-mail 
system. "I opened the first arjd saw 
that the file extension on the attach-
ment was .vbs," Medeiros stated. 
Knowing that most attachments are 
more common file types like .txt, 
.doc, or .jpg, Medeiros went to look 
for the latest updates for the Virus 
Scan program that catches and cleans 
Infected files. 

Medeiros said that they employed 
a 3-tiered defense, "Stop it, contain 
it, and fix it." Medeiros said that 
CSUSM faired better than many 
other organizations in the face of 
the worm because Computing and 
Telecommunications were prepared 
to react to the threat quickly. "When 
something like this happens, it's a 
big team effort," Medeiros said in 
praise of his coworkers. 

Computing shut down the 
campus e-mail servers almost imme-
diately to quarantine the worm and 
began the process of cleaning the 
attachments for the campus e-mail 
servers. The virus scanning software 
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In anticipation of the new 
library, a crew drilled approx-
imately twenty holes just west 
of University Hall on Tuesday, 
May 2. These "drill  sites" range 
in depth from three to forty feet, 
and often require more than one 
hour of drilling time per site. 

"Its all pretty straight for-
ward, we are drilling to find the 
depth of the granite layer under-
neath the compacted earth," 
stated Paul Dunster, Project 
Geologist of Geocon, who 
headed the project. Paul also 
states, "The granite layer will 
serve as a foundation for the 
new library." 

Due to previous blasting and 
grading, some of the granite 
was found in large fragments. 
The fragments are not capable 
of supporting heavy structures 
such as the library. Granite 
stability was the major prob-
lem Geocon "drilled into" while 
determining the granite depth. 
"Sometimes it's difficult to tell 
if  the granite is stable," stated 
Dunster. 

Dunster said that he often 
had to get into "the cage" and 
was lowered down into holes to 
determine granite stability. 

The drill  itself is attached to 
a large shaft capable of extend-
ing one hundred feet into the 
ground. Depth measurements 
are relayed from a sensor in the 
shaft to a computer in the trac-
tor operation panel. The steel 
drill  bit sports approximately 
ten "carbide fiber" teeth (stron-

ger than steel) at the tip of the 
drill,  allowing it to tear through 
rock and other hardened depos-
its underneath the surface. 

"We are not sure when the 
library will  be finished," stated 
Dunster, although he believed 
the estimate for final construc-
tion was approximately three 
years away. 

As for now, the sites will 
remain covered with large 
pieces of plywood until con-
struction is scheduled. 
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