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Firestorms
ravage San Diego

Winds up to 60 mph fueled fires across Southern California

Many affected by the fires
reminiscent of 2003 Cedar fires

BY BEN ROEFEL
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Above: Eastlake residents looked on in disbelief as the Harris fire Fl re-l’e'atEd deaths
threatened hundreds of homes in the Chula Vista community. - s
Top right: San Diego Fire Fighters look on as the San Ysidro fire struggles to contain itself. - Information about San Diego gathered from CAL FIRE / www.fire.ca.gov
Residents were let back into their homes after a brief evacuation. e HEE e S AT ——
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taeerrine Legislation for our education

Governor signs AB 262 and AB 1584 to alleviate financial burdens of CA college students
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BY JACKIE CARBAJAL
Pride Staff Writer

Two bills signed into legisla-
tion recently this month are just
some governmental measures

. reforming postsecondary edu-

cation in California. While the
vetoing of AB 1413 earlier this
month may have discouraged stu-
dents and campus faculty mem-
bers, California assemblymen are
still pushing for legislation that
addresses the needs of students in
the postsecondary public school
system and are starting to receive
some success in return.

Governor Schwarzenegger
recently signed AB 262 and
AB 1548 into law. Both legisla-
tions help alleviate the financial
burdens of college for students
across the state.

AB 262, commissioned by
Democratic Assemblyman, Joe
Coto, looks to dispel credit card
companies from targeting col-
lege students on campus with
gifts and other luring tactics.
Also called The College Student
Credit Protection Act, AB 262
advises university executives to
revise regulations on credit com-
panies on campus.

Student debt is quickly becom-
ing an epidemic throughout col-
lege campuses across the coun-
try. While student loans also add

to the problem, credit card debt
is the most troublesome problem
for students to control. Many
credit companies are aware that
freshman students know little
about credit and annual percent-
age rates and target them accord-
ingly.

According to student lender,
Nellie Mae, in 2004 more than 75
percent of students had a credit
card and more than 40 percent
had more than four credit cards.

Upon introducing AB 262 in his
April 2007 newsletter, Assembly-
man Coto stated, “Many Califor-
nia public university students, of
all incomes and backgrounds, are
graduating into severe credit card
debt. AB 262 will help to protect
the students who represent the
future of California’s economy.”

Democratic  Assemblyman,
Jose Solorio, proposed AB
1548 to help control textbook
prices for students. Governor
Schwarzenegger vetoed a simi-
lar measure, SB 832, explaining
in his veto message that the “bill
focuses strictly on textbook pub-
lisher policies and fails to rec-
ognize that the affordability of
textbooks is a shared responsi-
bility among publishers, college
bookstores, and faculty mem-
bers.”

AB 1548 calls for improve-
ments among publishers, distrib-

utors and faculty members. The
governor went on in his veto mes-
sage to state, “Therefore, instead
of this bill [SB 832], I am sign-
ing Assembly Bill 1548. Many
of the same concepts in SB 832
are in AB 1548, but AB 1548 rec-
ognizes the shared responsibil-
ity and attempts to address the
issue in a more comprehensive
manner”’

The bill requires publishers to
include important changes made
to new editions compared to pre-
vious editions, provide faculty
members with a list of wholesale
distributors upon request, and
print on the cover of instructor
edition textbooks that the copy is
not available for resale.

College institutions and faculty
must consider costs of textbooks
when selecting reading lists and
order books with enough time for
students to purchase them. AB
1548 also requires that they not
sell instructor copies or accept
any personal profit for requiring
certain textbooks or materials for
course instruction.

Campus bookstores must also
post a disclosure of new pricing
policies for both new and used
textbooks in the store or through
store websites.

“As the former student body
president of UC Irvine, I know
firsthand that high textbook

prices are a huge issue for college
students.” Assemblyman Solorio
said in an Oct. 13 press release.

According to the General
Accounting Office 2005 report,
textbook prices increased 186
percent between the years 1986
and 2004; nearly triple the rate
of inflation during that same time
period.

AB 1548 does not decrease
textbook prices but it does offer
students more opportunity to
make better textbook purchas-
ing decisions. The bill also
holds those who select textbooks
accountable for taking students
best interests into consideration
during the process.

“AB 1548 provides a compre-
hensive approach to controlling
college textbook prices by plac-
ing additional disclosure require-
ments on all parties involved in
creating the high prices. That’s
why the bill was supported by the
California State Student Asso-
ciation, the California Teacher’s
Association, the Association of
American Publishers and the
California Postsecondary Educa-
tion Commission,” said Assem-
blyman Solorio.

Students will soon be able to
see how these bills affect life on
campus and if they set a prec-
edent to pass similar bills in the
future.

Cougar Challenge christens new cross country course

Above: Contestants, including the CSUSM Women’s Cross Country team, line up
for the start of the 5K portion of the Cougar Challenge. Right: Seniors, Sergio

Gonzalez and Juan Mejia battle for position in the 8K.
Photos courtesy of Kyle Trembley, Sports Information Director

BY TIM MOORE
Pride Staff Writer

The Cougar 5K/8K Challenge took
over the front end of campus Saturday,
and though the stakes were not particu-
larly high, the competition was fierce.

The race, which was a part of the USA
Track and Field Dirt Dog Cross Country
series, was not an official NAIA event,
so the results did not affect the official

scores or rankings.

The race was open to the public for
participation. Nearly 200 took part in
the event, with the 5K kicking off at

9:00 and the 8K starting at 9:45.
Former CSUSM runner,

Anne-
Marie Byrne took first place in the
5K with a time of 17:40. Byrne, who
graduated in the spring of 2006, was

considered one of the best runners

in school history.

eighth with a time of 18:38.

with a time of 25:06.

Nov. 3.

The CSUSM Women’s team took
part in 5K, and had a big presence in
the top ten. Morgan Sjogren finished
fourth with a time of 18:21, Jessica
Sandoval finished sixth with a time
of 18:31, and Whitney Patton finished

The CSUSM Men’s team ran in the
8K, and standout senior, Juan Mejia
finished impressively in first place
with a time of 24:57. Just four sec-
onds back in second place was senior,
Sergio Gonzalez. Former CSUSM
runner, Jesse Armijo finished third

CSUSM Cross Country travels to
Fresno for the NAIA Regionals*on
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