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Many affected by the fires 
reminiscent of 2003 Cedar fires 
BY BEN ROFFEE 
Pride Staff Writer 

natel) for seven Southern California res-
idents who died as a direct result of the 

1 fires, the reality was much harsher than 
Although the tires have dimmed, the could be expected. 

have winds died down, and the ash ha: 
settled in San Marcos, many resident 
across the county are now coping wit! 
the harsh reality of life in one of the mos 
fire prone regions in the world. Unfortu 

Starting Sunday. Oct. 21. San Diego 
County underwent yet another siege of 
ñame and ash. consuming more than 
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Photos by Viridiana Paclteco-lsaac / The Pride 

Above: Eastlake residents looked on in disbelief as the Harris fire 
threatened hundreds of homes in the Chula Vista community. 
Top right: San Diego Fire Fighters look on as the San Ysidro fire struggles to contain itself. 
Residents were let back into their homes after a brief evacuation. 

Fire-related deaths 
information about San Diego gathered from CAL FIRE / wwwftrexa.gov 
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Legislation for our education o 
Governor signs AB 262 and AB 1584 to alleviate financial burdens of CA college students 

BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
Pride Staff Writer 

Two bills signed into legisla-
tion recently this month are just 
some governmental measures 
reforming postsecondary edu-
cation in California. While the 
vetoing of AB 1413 earlier this 
month may have discouraged stu-
dents and campus faculty mem-
bers, California assemblymen are 
still pushing for legislation that 
addresses the needs of students in 
the postsecondary public school 
system and are starting to receive 
some success in return. 

Governor Schwarzenegger 
recently signed AB 262 and 
AB 1548 into law. Both legisla-
tions help alleviate the financial 
burdens of college for students 
across the state. 

AB 262, commissioned by 
Democratic Assemblyman, Joe 
Coto, looks to dispel credit card 
companies from targeting col-
lege students on campus with 
gifts and other luring tactics. 
Also called The College Student 
Credit Protection Act, AB 262 
advises university executives to 
revise regulations on credit com-
panies on campus. 

Student debt is quickly becom-
ing an epidemic throughout col-
lege campuses across the coun-
try. While student loans also add 

to the problem, credit card debt 
is the most troublesome problem 
for students to control. Many 
credit companies are aware that 
freshman students know little 
about credit and annual percent-
age rates and target them accord-
ingly. 

According to student lender, 
Nellie Mae, in 2004 more than 75 
percent of students had a credit 
card and more than 40 percent 
had more than four credit cards. 

Upon introducing AB 262 in his 
April 2007 newsletter, Assembly-
man Coto stated, "Many Califor-
nia public university students, of 
all incomes and backgrounds, are 
graduating into severe credit card 
debt. AB 262 will help to protect 
the students who represent the 
future of California's economy." 

Democratic Assemblyman, 
Jose Solorio, proposed AB 
1548 to help control textbook 
prices for students. Governor 
Schwarzenegger vetoed a simi-
lar measure, SB 832, explaining 
in his veto message that the "bill 
focuses strictly on textbook pub-
lisher policies and fails to rec-
ognize that the affordability of 
textbooks is a shared responsi-
bility among publishers, college 
bookstores, and faculty mem-
bers." 

AB 1548 calls for improve-
ments among publishers, distrib-

utors and faculty members. The 
governor went on in his veto mes-
sage to state, "Therefore, instead 
of this bill [SB 832], I am sign-
ing Assembly Bill 1548. Many 
of the same concepts in SB 832 
are in AB 1548, but AB 1548 rec-
ognizes the shared responsibil-
ity and attempts to address the 
issue in a more comprehensive 
manner" 

The bill requires publishers to 
include important changes made 
to new editions compared to pre-
vious editions, provide faculty 
members with a list of wholesale 
distributors upon request, and 
print on the cover of instructor 
edition textbooks that the copy is 
not available for resale. 

College institutions and faculty 
must consider costs of textbooks 
when selecting reading lists and 
order books with enough time for 
students to purchase them. AB 
1548 also requires that they not 
sell instructor copies or accept 
any personal profit for requiring 
certain textbooks or materials for 
course instruction. 

Campus bookstores must also 
post a disclosure of new pricing 
policies for both new and used 
textbooks in the store or through 
store websites. 

"As the former student body 
president of UC Irvine, I know 
firsthand that high textbook 

prices are a huge issue for college 
students." Assemblyman Solorio 
said in an Oct. 13 press release. 

According to the General 
Accounting Office 2005 report, 
textbook prices increased 186 
percent between the years 1986 
and 2004; nearly triple the rate 
of inflation during that same time 
period. 

AB 1548 does not decrease 
textbook prices but it does offer 
students more opportunity to 
make better textbook purchas-
ing decisions. The bill also 
holds those who select textbooks 
accountable for taking students 
best interests into consideration 
during the process. 

"AB 1548 provides a compre-
hensive approach to controlling 
college textbook prices by plac-
ing additional disclosure require-
ments on all parties involved in 
creating the high prices. That's 
why the bill was supported by the 
California State Student Asso-
ciation, the California Teacher's 
Association, the Association of 
American Publishers and the 
California Postsecondary Educa-
tion Commission," said Assem-
blyman Solorio. 

Students will soon be able to 
see how these bills affect life on 
campus and if they set a prec-
edent to pass similar bills in the 
future. 

Cougar Challenge christens new cross country course 

Above: Contestants, including the CSUSM Women's Cross Country team, line up 
for the start of the 5K portion of the Cougar Challenge. Right: Seniors, Sergio 
Gonzalez and Juan Mejia battle for position in the 8K. 
Photos courtesy of Kyle Trembley, Sports Information Director 

BY TIM MOORE 
Pride Staff Writer 

The Cougar 5K/8K Challenge took 
over the front end of campus Saturday, 
and though the stakes were not particu-
larly high, the competition was fierce. 

The race, which was a part of the USA 
Track and Field Dirt Dog Cross Country 
series, was not an official NAIA event, 
so the results did not affect the official 
scores or rankings. 

The race was open to the public for 
participation. Nearly 200 took part in 
the event, with the 5K kicking off at 
9:00 and the 8K starting at 9:45. 

Former CSUSM runner, Anne-
Marie Byrne took first place in the 
5K with a time of 17:40. Byrne, who 
graduated in the spring of 2006, was 

considered one of the best runners 
in school history. 

The CSUSM Women's team took 
part in 5K, and had a big presence in 
the top ten. Morgan Sjogren finished 
fourth with a time of 18:21, Jessica 
Sandoval finished sixth with a time 
of 18:31, and Whitney Patton finished 
eighth with a time of 18:38. 

The CSUSM Men's team ran in the 
8K, and standout senior, Juan Mejia 
finished impressively in first place 
with a time of 24:57. Just four sec-
onds back in second place was senior, 
Sergio Gonzalez. Former CSUSM 
runner, Jesse Armijo finished third 
with a time of25:06. 

CSUSM Cross Country travels to 
Fresno for the NAIA Regionals* on 
Nov. 3. 
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Conservative movement Islamo-
Fascism Awareness Week passes 

Nominations begin for The President's 
Award for Innovation in Teaching 
Students given opportunity to recognize innovate professors 
BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
Pride Staff Writer 

For anyone who knows a fac-
ulty member that goes above and 
beyond, now is the time to put 
that thought into action. Nomina-
tions for two faculty awards are 
currently open to Cal State San 
Marcos students. 

The President's Award for Inno-
vation in Teaching relies solely on 
student nominations. The inten-
tion of the award is to encourage 
faculty to find new ways of teach-
ing that impact a student's ability 
to learn and have interest in the 
subject. 

Last year's recipient was Col-
lege of Business Administration 
Professor, Dr. Soheila Jorjani. "It 
felt wonderful. I love teaching so 
that by itself is a big award. The 
nomination by a student "and win-
ning the award was doubly excit-
ing and gratifying!" Said Jorjani. 

The President's Award for Out-
standing Contributions to Stu-
dent Success is new this year and 
opens for nominations from stu-
dents, faculty and program direc-
tors. The award looks to recognize 
temporary or part time faculty 
members who contribute to stu-
dent learning encourage student 
diversity and promote academic 

excellence. 
The deadline for the Outstand-

ing Contributions to Student Suc-
cess Award is this Friday, Nov. 2. 

A selection committee is cur-
rently in place consisting of last 
year's awardee, a faculty member 
chosen by the President, one 
member of the Academic Senate 
Executive Committee, one aca-
demic administrator, and a stu-
dent selected by Associated Stu-
dent Inc. The committee will 
review all nominations and make 
at least two nominations to the 
President by Dec. 7 and in turn, 
the President will make the final 
decisions. President Haynes will 
make the award announcements 
on Dec. 10. 

Commenting on the continued 
benefits of the award, Dr. Jorjani 
added, "It has given me even more 
energy to go forward! I demand 
excellence from my students and I 
challenge them to be independent 
and intelligent thinkers. They 
always rise up to this challenge 
and with this award they have told 
me they appreciate my style." 

Students should take full advan-
tage of opportunities to recognize 
effective teaching methods. In 
pointing out what works, other, 
faculty members can also learn 
from their nominated colleagues. 

Additionally, no respect holds 
greater significance than the 
appreciation of a student to their 
teacher. 

British author Gladys Bron-
wyn Stern once said, "Silent 
gratitude isn't much use to 
anyone." The President's 
Awards are the best opportu-
nity students have each year 
to honor faculty members in a 
big way. In lieu of the upcom-
ing Thanksgiving season, it is 
important to not only be thank-
ful for faculty members that 
enable student success but also 
to make that gratitude a public 
affair. 

To vote for The President's 
Award for Innovation in Teach-
ing, e-mail the Office of Presi-
dent Karen Haynes via Carol 
Bonomo at cbonomo@csusm. 
edu. The deadline for the Inno-
vation in Teaching Award is 
Friday, Nov. 9. Nominations 
should include how the pro-
posed faculty member displays 
innovative ways of teaching and 
how these ways help the student 
retain knowledge. 

For complete criteria of both 
awards and information on the 
nomination process, visit Presi-
dent Haynes' website at www. 
csusm.edu/president. 

BY KATHRYN MCBRAYER 
Pride Staff Writer 

Islamo-Fascism Awareness 
Week was held Oct. 22 to 26. The 
David Horowitz Freedom Center 
organized and promoted the event 
in conjunction with conservative 
student organizations across the 
United States. 

The intent of Islamo-Fascism 
Awareness week was for con-
servative groups to inform the 
American student population of 
what the David Horowitz Free-
dom Center calls the "two Big 
Lies." These lies, according to 
The Terrorism Awareness Proj-
ect website (http://www.terror-
ismawareness.org), are, "George 
Bush created the war on terror 
and that Global Warming is a 
greater danger to Americans than 
the terrorist threat." 

The Terrorism Awareness Proj-
ect also stated the purpose of the 
protest is to "rally American stu-
dents to defend their country." 

200 universities and colleges 
across the United States par-
ticipated in the event, includ-
ing Palomar College. CSUSM 
initially appeared on the list of 
participating campuses but was 
later removed. When asked why 
the Terrorism Awareness Project 
removed Cal State San Marcos, 
among other schools, from the 

list, a representative from the 
group declined to comment on the 
matter. 

The events included keynote 
speakers, panels on oppression of 
women, showings of Suicide Kill-
ers, Obsession, or Islam: What 
the West Needs to Know and the 
ABC mini-series The Path to 9/11, 
a petition encouraging students 
to claim their allegiance, and a 
memorial service for the victims 
of terrorist attacks. There will 
also be a petition "denouncing 
Islamo-Fascist violence against 
women, gays, Christians, Jews 
and non-religious people." 

In response to the event the 
Muslim Public Affairs Coun-
cil instructs Muslim students to 
do the following: "demonstrate 
Islamic ethics and restraint, sup-
port free speech, not respond, 
contact campus administration, 
talk to other student groups, 
report hate crimes and incidents." 
They also provided workshops for 
students under the banner, "Truth 
Over Fear: Countering Islamo-
phobia." 

The MPAC pamphlet provided 
to help Islamic students navigate 
through the demonstrations states, 
"programs such as Islamo-Facism 
Awareness Week (IFAW) seek to 
isolate and divide communities, 
thereby dislodging their place as 
contributing members of society." 

Cougar Watch, keeping an eye on the campus community 
U n i v e r s i t y P o l i c e Q e p a i t m e ^ ^ p r o g r a m t o i n c r e a | e c a m p u s s a j e t y 

BY PAMELA CASTILLO 
Pride Staff Writer 

-On Oct. 16, 200&, University 
Police introduced the Cougar 
Watch program, o$e of several 
new projects the! department 
planned for CSUSM. The new 
program is all part of a goal for 
building a safe community by 
utilizing positive communication 
throughout the campus. Mem-
bers of me department served 
barbeque to the campus while 
informing students ¡̂ bout the pro-
gram. 

Cougar Watch is similar to 
neighborhood watch programs, 
and is one method UPD is using 
to counter act a projected rise in 
Part I crimes in 2007. 

Based on the past nine mon|hs, 
according to Chief of Police, 

¿Ronald J Hackenberg, Part I 
crimes are projected to rise about 

, 50%, The Chief pointed out, that 
as the population on campus is 
rapidly growing, now is the time 
to do some strategic planning for 

| preventing crime to maintain a 
| safe campus. In previous years, 
f 2003-2006, CSUSM Part i crime 

rates were some of the lowest 
; scores in the state, and consis-
tently decreasing. 

| UPD is offering weekly meet-
I ings for campus community tp 
i stay proactively informed about 

the police department and things 
individuals can do to keep the 

* campus safe. At the meetings, 
1 they plan to discuss themes 

such as finger printing, personal 
weapons like pepper spray, hate 
crimes, and travel safety. 

For staff, faculty, and students 
that can't make the weekly meet-
ings: UPD encourages the campus 
to remain aware of surroundings, 
lock your vehicles, and make use 
of the evening safety escort pro-
gram. At the debut event, offi-
cers encouraged the audience to 
call UPD when something does 
not seem right, and program the 
UPD number into your cell, 760-
750-4567. "If it turns out to be a 
false alarm* all you'll get from 
us is a thank you," said Hacken-
berg. For situations not in prog-
ress, there is also e-mail, cougar-
watch@csusm.edu. 

UPD also announced the start 

of the Emergency notification 
System. In order to receive text 
messages in the event of an emer-
gency, students, staff, and faculty 
can register his/her cell phone 
number by going to ,http://www^ 
isusm.edu/ep/ 
| In recent events, UPD is said to 
have benefited from the Cougar 
Wateh • program: — Within— 
pagt few weeks,- several Honda 
vehicle crimes liave taken place 
on* campus. According to Chief 
Hackenberg, thanks to the many 
eyès on campus, on Oct. 17 offi-
cers believe they located a sus-
pebt m the lîbndà casés. 

During a routine traffic viola-
tion stop on Barham, the driver 
and passenger fled the vehicle. 
Officers chased one suspect in 

a foot pursuit running past the 
UVA, Cesar Chavez circle, up 
the stairs, and through the Arts 
building. Student bystanders 
facilitated officers by pointing 
which direction the suspect ran. 
In spite of a manhunt includ-
ing canine units and a helicop-
ter, one of the suspects evaded 
arrest. UPD and SD Sheriffs 
are continuing the investiga-
tion. 

Chief Hackenberg stated in a 
campus-communication email, 
"University Police wish to thank 
those students that enthusiasti-
cally pointed out the location of 
the fleeing suspect to pursuing 
officers, and those students who 
called in to provide helpful infor-
mation." 
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[Burglary, In Parking lot 8 
an unknown suspect forcibly 
entered a white Honda Civic, 
and Btote a Hond| tuning^-* 
computer, jumper hatfiess* 
ïSlo tire without rim* dtriv&f$ 
Wtoaè, MilltarylD^ and gas 
[card. Estimate of damages is tem* : 
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COUGAR WATCH 

KEEPING AN EYE ON THE U! (760) 750-4567 


