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VOL. XX NO. 3 Press Pass: 2008 
NCLR Conference 
BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
News Editor 

P o l i t i c a l 
or not, the 
chance to 
watch two 
presiden-
tial candi-
dates speak 
could very well 
be a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
With the first African American 
nominated by a major party as the 
Democratic candidate and now, the 
first woman selected as the vice 
presidential running mate for the 
Republican party* historians will 
surely note the 2008 presidential 
election as a true milestone. 

This past July, the National 
Council of La Raza (NCLR), the 
largest national Latino civil rights 
organization, hosted its annual con-
ference in at the San Diego Conven-
tion Center. This year's conference 
also marked the forty-year anniver-

See NCLR, Page 4 

CSUSM Unveils Tukwut 
Statue in Tukwut 
Courtyard 

BY JONATHAN E. 
THOMPSON 
Pride Staff Writer 

OnTuesdaySeptember 
2nd during Univer-
sity Hour CSUSM 
unveiled the new 
Tukwut Statue in 
the Tukwut Court-
yard located. 

The sun shown 
vividly as stu-
dents, faculty, 
staff, and tribal representa-
tives quickly filled the 50 black 
metal seats. Large blue umbrel-
las offered shade while a nearby 
table offered light snacks and 
refreshments. 

Before the ceremony began 
slightly after noon, over 100 
spectators both seated and non-
seated sat and stood in attention 
and admiration as seven key 
speakers informed the audi-

ence for the next half hour. 
Tishmall Turner, Tribal Liaison 

for CSUSM opened the ceremony 
stating, "Tukwut is the Luiseno 
word for mountain lion." 

"I learned a brief history about 
the grounds our campus is built 
upon,'" said business senior Kyle 
McClellan. 

Chairman Chris Denvers of the 
Pauma Band of Luiseno Indians 
spoke next. He conducted a spiri-

tual ceremony. He surrounded 
audience members in a trail 
of smoke. He gave thanks and 
praises for CSUSM and the 
Luiseno union. 

"The opening prayer was 
amazing and very interesting," 
said kinesiology senior Carol 
Epperson. 

President Haynes spoke 
See Tukwut, Page 4 

BY JACKIE CARBA JAL 
News Editor 

This Saturday, Sept. 13, The 
National Brain Tumor Foundation 
is hosting the San Diego Brain 
Tumor Walk and Angel Adven-
ture, a fundraising event that fea-
tures an optional 5K walk and day 
of community activities in support 
of the brain tumor cause. Now in 
its seventh year, the event will 
take place at Mission Bay Park, 
Hospitality Point, in San Diego 
from 8:00 a.m. to noon. 

The registration fee for adults 
is $35 and $15 for children ages 
6-17. Children five and under are 
free. Registration fee includes an 
event t-shirt, food and beverages 
and access to all the activities for 
the day. 

For more information, contact 
the National Brain Tumor Foun-
dation at 866-455-3214. 

McCain, Palin accept nomination 
at Republican National Convention 
By Ben Roffee 
Managing Editor 

Republicans from across the 
country flocked to St. Paul, MN 
last week to nominate John 
McCain and Sarah Palin as the 
Republican presidential and vice-
presidential candidates at the 
Republican National Convention. 
From Sept. 1 to Sept. 4, promi-
nent Republican figures including 
Mike Huckabee, Mitt Romney, 
Rudy Guiliani, and Cindy McCain 
spoke to supporters on issues 
facing America and pledged sup-
port for John McCain. 

Although, most of the events 
scheduled for the first day of 
the convention were delayed on 
account of Hurricane Gustav's 
intrusion on the gulf coast, most 
of the speakers scheduled to 
make an appearance were able 
to do so. 

President Bush and Vice-
President Cheney, originally 
scheduled to speak on Sep. 1 at 
the convention, canceled their 
appearance, citing the need to 
attend to matters related to Hur-
ricane Gustav. 

See RNC, Page 4 

Faculty promotions and tenure, continued 
College of Education 
Grace Park McField, Associate 
Professor with Tenure 
College of Business 
Administration 
Robert Aboolian, Associate 
Professor with Tenure 
Glen Brodowsky, Professor 
Library and Information 
Services 
Judith Downey, Associate 

Librarian with Tenure 
Yvonne Nalani Meulemans, 
Associate Librarian with 
Tenure 
Hua Yi, Librarian 

This Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 
3:15 p.m. the Office of the Plan-
ning and Academic Resources 
will host a reception to honor 
CSUSM faculty promotions and 
tenures this year at the Clarke 
Field House Grand Salon. 

Big Cat Court improves food options on campus 
BY JACKIE CARBAJAL Cat Corner is now the one ston nprtimp fnr th*» ramnn« mmn BY JACKIE CARBAJAL 
News Editor 

For those who may not have 
noticed, the location formerly 
known as The Dome Café has 
undergone a makeover. The Big 

Cat Corner is now the one stop 
shop for food on campus. Located 
inside the dome, the place not only 
has a fresh look, it also boasts new 
menu options including much of 
the same with a twist. Hoping to 
enhance breakfast, lunch, and din-

nertime for the campus commu-
nity, Big Cat Corner now features 
Sushi 101, Stash and Dash: Fresh 
Made Sandwiches, Lettuce Eat! 
Fresh Market, Bamboo Stix: Fla-
vors of Asia, Pizzatratto, and Hot 
Paws: Grilled flavors and more. 

New menu boards will soon replace the temporary paper menus as part of the upgrades to the new food 
COur* Photos by Jackie Carbajal/The Pride 
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BY AMY SALISBURY 
Opinion Editor 

The summer of 2008 showcased 
some of the most highly anticipated 
films released in recent years. The 
Dark Knight still has the potential 
to outdo Titanic in highest box-
office gross, George Lucas brought 
back the incomparable Indiana 
Jones, and Disney/Pixar's WALL-E 
produced robot dialogue comprised 
entirely of electronic sounds (and 
we understood it too). However, I 
go to the movies to be entertained, 
not for a lecture. 

The way I see it, WALL-E was a 
kid friendly, wistful version of An 
Inconvenient Truth. 

That was a risky comment, so 
it may be best to let history speak 
before I do. 

During World War II, Disney 
was commissioned to create pro-
American war propaganda films 
for every facet of the United States 
government to be shown in cinemas 
nationwide and as educational films 
for servicemen. According to an 
article published in Life Magazine 
entitled "Walt Disney Goes to War," 
over 90% of Disney employees pro-
duced these films while conscious of 
the fact that the reels would be a per-
suasive tool to win over the Ameri-
can people. What's more, Disney 
turned out multiple films with anti-
German and anti-Japanese themes. 
One particular short, "Commando 
Duck," shows Donald Duck using 
Air Force-approved aerial bombing 
tactics to destroy an entire Japanese 
airbase by himself. 

In further research, I came across 
a cartoon from 1942 again starring 
Donald Duck and (subliminally) the 
War Activities Committee of the 
U. S. Treasury Department. The 
animated film, called "The New 
Spirit," proclaimed that it would 
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take "taxes to beat the axis." Donald 
Duck portrays a skeptical taxpayer 
who is convinced by a radio broad-
cast when he learns how important 
income taxes are to the military. In 
a later Gallup Poll, approximately 
37% of the 26 million people who 
saw the film reported an increased 
willingness to pay taxes. 

Disney's attempts to dehuman-
ize wartime efforts are virtually 
parallel to Pixar putting a humor-
ous, friendly slant on the unproved 
theories of certain politicians and 
scientists. 

The entire premise of the film 
rests on how consumerism and 
environmental neglect will be the 
ultimate demise of man. 

At best, this film should be 
deemed a satire. Could I have it all 
wrong? Could Pixar actually have 
purposely gone overboard in their 
depiction of the future? Even so, 
New York Times columnist Frank 
Rich admits that WALL-E provides 
an "[...] unmistakable summons to 

Concerning the 
SAE 9/11 Party 
BILL RHEIN 
Pride Staff Writer 

On September 11th, 2001, the 
World Trade Center and Pen-
tagon were devastated by one 
of the worst terrorist attacks 
against the United States. Thus 
I find it off-putting that on only 
the 7 t h year anniversary of 9/11 
the CSUSM fraternity Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon is hosting a party 
that night. The details of this 
event raise the issue of if Amer-
ica has already forgotten the vic-
tims and heroes of that day. 

For me, since the attacks, Sep-
tember 11th has been a day of 
remembrance for those involved. 
It should be a day to pray, to 
grieve, and to hope for a better, 
peaceful future. It should not 
be characterized as a night to 
go party and dance. September 
11th should be a day to thought-
fully consider the dark tragedy 
that occurred and to be mind-
ful of the brave men and women 
who put others lives before their 
own. 

And an element I find more 

remake the world before time runs 
out." 

To avoid confusion, I am in no 
way equating global warming theo-
ries with white supremacy, nor do I 
condone anti-Americanism. How-
ever, it is simple feet that Disney 
has had extensive experience over 
decades about how to remain one-
sided and work harmoniously with 
parties affiliated with the govern-
ment. 

At the end of the day, WALL-E 

Cartoon by Dorian A. Deptuch / The Pride 
was indeed a visually dazzling 
movie. Pixar Studios produces 
exquisite computer animations 
sure to awe and entertain audi-
ences just as the classic Disney 
cartoons still do today. As is inher-
ently clear, Disney is well versed 
in making films whose message 
is sure to resonate within its audi-
ence. As long as the entertainment 
industry exists for just that, enter-
tainment, persuasion has no place 
in the theatre. 

embarrassing and appalling is 
the theme of the party, which is 
"Rescue Me." Essentially what 
it boils down to is a firefighter 
party on September 11th. The 
men and women who showed 
ultimate bravery that morning 
should not be mocked or imper-
sonated in this fashion on the 
anniversary of one of their finest 
days. I think it is disrespect-
ful to the people who ran in to 
save others, when everyone else 
was running out. And the party 
theme "Rescue Me" brings up 
connotations that seem insulting 
to the victims of the attacks. I 
would hope there is not a sailor-
themed party on December 7 t h. 

I am aware that proceeds of 
the event will be going toward 
charity, but the end does not jus-
tify the means. The night should 
not consist of partying and danc-
ing, but to mourn and be thank-
ful. To consider the day and be 
mindful is to push forward to a 
better future. Though it accept-
able to have fun, judgment and 
taste should be shown in the 
planning of these events. 

The fall of The Office 
BILL RHEIN 
Pride Staff 
Writer 

NBC's "The 
Office" is set 
to start its 
new season 
S e p t e m b e r 
25 t h, accord-
ing to the official website. 
In addition, while the show 
has grown in popularity, the 
quality of the show is dimin-
ishing. The jokes are not 
as funny, and the character 
development has gone from 
cleaver to absurd. The first 
two seasons were the glory 
days of the show as it rose. 
Nevertheless, I think that it 
where it peaked. 

Ever since the last epi-
sode of season two, "Casino 
Night," the show's quality has 
been on a steady decline. I can 
remember being so excited 
for the start of season three, 
but the episode "Gay Witch 
Hunt" was a severe letdown. 
Since then, I have been wait-
ing for that episode where the 
show becomes exciting and 
interesting again. However, it 
has been two years, and it has 
not made any progress. 

I can discern a definitive 
difference in the style of the 
show between the two halves. 
First, the characters were orig-
inally unique and had a fine 
blend of humor and human-
ity. They would do funny 
things, but each was some-
one viewers could identify 
with. Yet, season three ush-

ered in an era where the 
characters became carica-
tures of themselves. Steve 
Carell's character, Michael 
the boss, went from silly 
but likeable to absurd and 
annoying. His actions are 
so over the top it becomes 
unrealistic and hard to 
follow the show. The same 

is for all the personalities, such as 
Dwight, who have had their fine 
details blown out of proportion. 

The show has also lost focus 
on where it was going. In the 
first two seasons, episodes hap-
pened independently with only 
the undertones of a relationship 
between characters Jim and Pam 
carrying though. Since the show 
has become more popular, it 
seems as if it has compromised 
itself to be more appealing. The 
continuing storylines are so over-
blown and preposterous that the 
show is a mess. There are too 
many new characters and sto-
rylines to appreciate. 

I still am a fan of the show, 
but the commercialization of the 
show has been its downfall. The 
first two seasons now seem like 
the glory days, and if it does not 
improve soon, I would rather see 
it end now rather than burn out a 
few years down. But that seems to 
be the theme of American shows. 
The British version of "The 
Office," which inspired the NBC 
version, ended after two seasons, 
amassing only 12 episodes and 
a feature length episode to tie 
up loose ends. Whenever NBC's 
"The Office" ends, hopefully it 
can turn around before then so it 
can go out on a positive note. 
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THE PRIDE FEATURES 
A S K A N I N J A . C O M S » Ä 
BY CRYSTAL EVANS 
Features Editor 
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Website of 
The Week Being a student 

is tough. We have 
books to read, mate-
rial to memorize, 
speeches to make, 
papers to write, and 
tests to take. As the semester kicks into 
full swing we tend to get a little flus-
tered and can use a little comedy to 
lighten things up and take our minds 
off things and askaninja.com does just 
that. 

The Web site was created in Novem-
ber 2005 when Los Angeles improvi-
sational comedians Kent Nichols and 
Douglas Sarine decided to get together 
and make a podcast about ninjas. When 
they first began to conceptualize the 
idea they planned a short animated 
cartoon about two ninjas. The reality 
of that idea never came into play and 
instead "Ask a Ninja" was formed. 

The way the site works is viewers 
e-mail random questions such as "I'm 
heading off to college, I was wondering 
if you had any cool ninja tips for surviv-
ing?" The guy, who the creators will not 

reveal the identity of, is onscreen in 
a ninja suit with just his hands and 
eyes showing and answers the ques-
tion in a ridiculous way. 

For example in the college tips 
episode the ninja talks about how 

in order to succeed in college 
• you must first immediately 

join a group to protect you. 
He says that joining a fraternity, the 
band or the Baptist student union, 
as they are very powerful on most 
campuses and like to go swimming, 
would be good choices. 

The ninja also suggests treating 
college like prison, bartering Top 
Ramen for a cougar, learning to play 
the guitar and never taking a class 
with the word modern at the begin-
ning of it. 

Though the videos are simply, and 
from the looks of them cheaply, made 
they are fantastic. The writing is 
brilliant with great literary and pop 
culture references. And the ninja, 
who practically shouts his answers, 
has amazing timing and delivery. 

The podcasts are so popular that 
they offer ninja apparel on the Web 
site and it has been reported that the 

creators make approximately $100,000 
per month in advertising revenue. 

Askaninja.com is definitely a site 
worth checking out. It may not leave 
you enlightened but it will definitely 
leave you laughing. 
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BY JOSEPH DERAGISCH 
Pride Staff Writer 

Going to the doctor's office is some-
thing no one looks forward to. Between 
the long waits and the high bills it is 
almost not worth the treatment. How-
ever here at San Marcos students have 
access to a health facility literally right 
across the street that aims to provide 
excellent, affordable health care. 

The Student Health and Counseling 
Services center, located at the corner of 
Craven Rd and Twin Oaks Valley Rd, 
is the place for all mental and physi-
cal health needs. They offer immuni-
zations, minor surgery, physical and 
pelvic exams, and pregnancy tests. 

They readily receive and fulfill pre-
scriptions from outside providers, and 
have an extensive catalogue of basic 
medications available to all students at 
low costs. 

SHCS also employs several fully 
trained psychiatrists ready to help 
students cope with stress, financial, 
domestic troubles, and everything in 

between. It is extra services like these 
that set it apart from most other health-
care centers. 

One of the best parts of SHCS is that 
it tries to do away with long waits to see 
a doctor. 

"When there is an appointment made, 
a student will only have to wait 5-10 
minutes to see who they came to see," 
Cathy Nguygen said. "This is especially 
important to us so we can maximize the 
amount of patients we can help every-
day." 

An appointment is not mandatory for 
treatment, but it will ensure a shorter 
wait and more time with the doctor. 

Along with their normal services, 
SHCS also holds seminars in their facil-
ity to educate students on a wide range 
of issues. All of the seminars are open 
to all students and are free of charge. 

Some seminars being held in the near 
future include Suicide Prevention Out-
reach on Sept. 4, Ask the SEXperts on 
Sept. 16, and Women's Health and Fit-
ness Day on Sept. 25. 

The center is open from 9:00 a.m. till 

pregnant? 
Protect your health. 
Ensure your future. 

Make informed, healthy, 
confident choices. 

"BIRTH 
CHOKE real ans wers. real help. 

76 0 . 7 4 4 . 1 3 1 3 
birthchoice.net 

277 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd. San Marcos 92078 

• pregnancy tests 
• pregnancy options and 

abortion counseling 
• STD education and prevention 
• support services 

4:45 p.m. Monday - Thursday and from 
9:00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m. on Friday. When 
the center is closed they said students 

should contact another local center or 
dial 911 in the case of an emergency. 

College Can Be Difficult. 
Getting Around Shouldn't Be. 

Why not leave the driving to us and hop aboard the 
SPRINTER and BREEZE? NCTD's transit services are cheap 

convenient and best of all: stress free. 
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Your Connection to Campus 
Purchase your discounted Cal State San 
Marcos $49 SPRINTER/BREEZE monthly 
pass from Parking and Transportation 
Services (FCB 107) beginning the 
25th of the month. 

NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT DISTRICT GoNCTD.com 

Haven for the Sick Advocation for the SHCS 


