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St. Valentine’s Day

Commercialized holiday sours the sweetness of love
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BY IVAN GARCIA
Pride Staff Writer

February is here,
and with the coming of
the shortest month of
the year taking center
stage, so will programs
and days that will help
to educate. And no,
Valentine’s Day does not count as
one of those days, unless you and
your partner decide to move in
together, learn about each other’s
interests, and/or try new positions
(some are just hands on learners).

No matter how you celebrate this

alleged month of love, there are.

many programs and days to look
out for that will help to turn your
grand idea of dinner at McDonalds
into a romantic candle light dinner
with roses and candy. Results may
vary.

Before I continue, I have to
admit I don’t see the big deal in
Valentine’s Day. I think it’s kind of
sad that we take only one day out
of the year to tell people we love
them. Shouldn’t we let them know
everyday? And yes, we’re a nation
of consumers, so of course we
have to buy our significant others
flowers, roses, chocolates, ponies,
or milking machines on this day
of love. I'd be a hypocrite if I say
that I’'ve never given/received
these varying gifts (except for
the obvious ones...chocolates and
ponies), but that’s just how grow-
ing up goes.

You learn what your Valentine
might like and you try to stick to
the theme of giant red hearts and
disgusting chalky candy (because
nothing says “I love you” quite like
an uncomfortably dry mouth).

Moving on, I promised I was
going to talk about all the great
events that are going to be on
campus, and sure enough this
week has two events in particular
that will get your blood flowing. ..
to various places.

One in particular is actually
today, February 10th during Uni-
versity Hour (12pm-1pm) in Mark-
stein 102, which is the HO.PE. &
Wellness Center’s “Ask the SEX-
perts: Erotic Play, Making Inti-
macy, Fun and Sexy.” Presenter
Jennifer “Dr. Jenn” Gunsaullus,
Ph.D. has more than enough cre-
dentials and passion to promote
education, safety, and openness.
Gunsaullus is a sociologist and
doctor in Relationships and Inti-
macy who preaches open and
honest sexual health as well as
female empowerment.

Finally!

I'm sorry, but I think all people
should be able to talk open and
honestly about sexual health no
matter what your gender identifi-
cation. Can society please get past
the idea of the double standard?
So, now that you know about what
you’re probably missing right now,
put down this newspaper and get
over there! It’s okay, I'll be here
when you get back.

Back? How was it? Was it, dare I
say, educationally arousing? Good,
but now you have the next event
to look forward to...drum roll
please. ..National Condom Day!

Yes, an entire day devoted to a

latex

outfit

many

penises

wear to a

party, let’s

hope all of them are
repeat dressers (terrible
analogy, I know).

What could be better
than an entire day focused around
safety? How about safety, food,
fun, prizes, and entertainment by
an up and coming dance group,
Soul Junkies? Hosted by the
H.O.PE. & Wellness Center, this
event intends to get your questions
out there and answered. And there
will, of course, be freebies over at
Library Plaza during University
Hour. You know what freebies
I'm talking about, don’t bother
guessing what they might give out
because I'm sure there some that
are already out there unwrapping
one right now, and no, it’s not a
Christmas present or is it?

I’'m personally just hoping that
this event is the same or even
better than how it was last year. Set
up buffet style, the only difference
is that there was only one thing on
this menu.

With all these great resources
on campus, there’s no reason at
all for students to say they aren’t
educated or don’t like using these
rubber meat sheaths.

With these great events and

resources -at hand, young people |

these days do have the choice to
“have their cake, and eat it too.”

This phrase, by the way, is one
that I’ve never really understood,
I think it’s perfectly reasonable for
someone to want to eat a cake they
have, there’s not much else you
could do with it. Except hide in one
if you’re a stripper.

Bl of Pighs
St. Valentine’s Day is more
than cards and flowers

BY BILL RHEIN
Senior Staff Writer

Every year around
February 14, there
is a rise in the pur-
chase of lacy cards,
fancy jewelry, over-
priced flowers, and
heart shaped candy.
Over the years, soci-
ety lost the roots of this day,
commonly referred to as “Val-
entine’s Day.” i

First off, the day is not just
called “Valentine’s Day.” Val-
entine is not a term of endear-
ment. It is a name. Valentine
lived in the third century and
was a bishop in Rome. Many
Christian faiths recognize Val-
entine as a martyr and a saint.
The Roman Catholic Church
celebrates his life on February
14, thus the day is properly
titled, Saint Valentine’s Day.

Due to the contribu-
tions of St. Valentine,
the day became syn-
onymous with romantic
endeavors. Understand-
ing the life of Saint Val-
entine makes the day
much more romantic.
Valentine lived in the
-days of ancient Rome -
where he worked as a
priest. In secret, he pre-
sided over marriages
of Christian couples,
saving them from perse-
cution. By helping these
‘criminals’ of the state,
and for not renouncing
his faith, St. Valentine

was tortured
beheaded.

February 14th is
a day to honor St.
Valentine’s work, by
doing special deeds
for one’s sweetheart
or beloved. It can
also be a day one
finds a person to
court. It is not a day
for consumerism. St. Valentine’s
Days is not a corporate holiday.
The story of St. Valentine is true,
as evidenced by the finding of his
tomb.

Gifts are nice things, but the
intention of the present should
have some meaning. One should
keep in mind why the day is spe-
cial and where the origin lies. It
is not a say for hooking up or one
night stands. It is a day about true
and undying love, in honor of a
man who served the world though
his commitment to love.

and

BY ROBERT KNAUF
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