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Political 
Afberniath: 
Presidential 
Indecision 
Leads to 
Major  Rally 
Downtown 

By: Nathan Fields 
Pride Staff Writer 

On Saturday, November 11, 
over one hundred people gath-
ered in front of San Diego City 
College to protest the recent pres-
idential elections. 

"At  this point, I don't care 
who the president is, but I want 
somebody in there soon. I don't 
like the way it's effecting the 
stock market," said CSUSM busi-
ness major Danica Howard in 
reference to the delayed results 
of the presidential election.. 

San Marcos student, Bennett 
Hope, wants to see Bush emerge 
as the victor. "If  Gore gets elected, 
it's very likely this world will  go 
down the. tubes. I think I may 
have voted for Bush out of fear 
that this country is becoming, far 
too liberal." 

Emphatically non-partisan, 
the rally was originally designed 
for those demanding a re-vote, 
or hand re-count, but it soon 
became the locus for all facets of 
political opinion, creating a local 
microcosm of American elector-
al debate. An organizer of the 
event, Bob Jellison remarked that 
the event is important for "mak-
ing sure people get a chance to 
vote fairly." . 

Republicans, Democrats, 
Greens, Socialists, and 
Independents were all present and 
well armed with bullhorns, and 
cardboard signs. With their catchy 
rhyming slogans, they created an 
audible spectacle for news media, 
local police, cars and pedestri-
ans, and later marched around 
downtown. 

Why the protest? 

Due to this being only the 
fourth time in the history of the 
United States that the electoral 
vote has disagreed with the popu-
lar vote, compounded with the 
atmosphere of ballot confusion 
and litigation in Florida, the elec-
tion has led to mass confusion 
and outrage from citizens across 
the country. Similar non-parti-
san and spontaneously organized 
protests occurred 
»Article Continued on page 2 

CSUSM German Club's Berlin Wall exhibit was on display in Palm Court last week in honor of the tenth 
anniversary of the unification ofGermany. Photo courtesyofDarcy Walker 

CSUSM German Club 
Remembers the Wall 

Ten years after German Unification 
By: Darcy Walker 
Pride Staff Writer 

To commemorate the open-
ing of the Berlin Wall and the 
10th anniversary of the unification 
of Germany, CSUSM's German 
Club constructed a replica of the 
wall and hosted a discussion with 
a German Consul. 

The Berlin Wall exhibition 
was on display in Palm Court 
last week. Led by German Club 
Vice President Jennifer Nowotny 
and faculty advisor Astrid Ronke, 
students from the club construct-
ed and painted the wall over a 
period of several weeks. 

From a distance, German 
graffiti and brightly colored 
designs drew attention to the wall. 
A closer look revealed political 
cartoons, quotes from German 
citizens and startling facts. The 
names of the 80 people who died 
trying to cross into the West dur-
ing the years of the wall, 1961 to 
1989 were posted. East German 
soldiers shot many of these peo-
ple. One died while trying to sail 
over the wall in a hot air balloon. 

The sad yet amazing history 
of a people divided kept Jennifer 
Nowotny engaged in the project. 
" I have a greater respect for 
residents who grew up with the 
wall in Berlin/' said Nowotny. 
She added, "I hope others who 
came to see the wall walked away 
knowing something they didn't 
know before." 

On Monday evening, 

November 6, the public was iavit-
ed to a discussion led by Dr. 
Michael Wolff of the German 
Consulate in Los Angeles. Dr. 
Wolff  talked about the challenges 
of the unification, which have 
taken longer to meet than citi-
zens first expected. "In Germany 
we now have a new capitol, a 
new government and a new cur-
rency. What else can you change 
in a country?" said Wolff. He 
explained that population growth, 
unemployment and a new single-
market economy based on the 
Euro have proven to be big adjust-
ments for Germans over the last 
ten years. With new income from 
the sale of wireless phone licens-
es and many foreign investments, 
the economy is now strengthen-
ing, according to Wolff. 

Once occupied by internal 
problems, Germany was mostly 
uninvolved in European or glob-
al matters, explained Dr. Wolff. 
"After this process of political de-
cocooning," he said, "Germany 
is taking on more political and 
military responsibility, like par-
ticipation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina " 

Taking place on the eve of 
our elections, the discussion natu-
rally turned to politics. Dr. Wolff 
and Professor Ronke talked with 
guests about German politics and 
how they compare with our own. 
Some of the differences they 
pointed out were that Germany 
has five major parties and aver-
ages 80-90% voter turnout. Dr 

A piece of the original Berlin Wall 
Photo courtesy of Darcy Walker 
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After  Hours 
The Shuttle 
a Safe Ride 

By: Tiaca Carter 
Pride Staff Writer 

Wolff  mentioned that the Green 
Party, whose style was the brain-
child of Americans in the 1970's, 
has becbme one of the strongest 
parties in Germany. 

Gabrielle Luebeck, a member 
of the German Club, brought a 
chunk of the Berlin Wall that 
she and her husband auspicious-
ly acquired on a 1990 visit to 
Germany. The concrete slab is 
plastered with a notice, which Dr. 
Wolff  translated. It is a warning 
from the East German border 
patrol telling people to stay away 
from the wall. 

The German Club is planning 
a traditional. German Christmas 
celebration. Anyone interested 
should contact Jennifer Nowotny 
at jnowotny@csusm.edu. If you 
want information about joining 
the German Club, please email 
Professor Ronke at 
aronke@csusm.edu. 
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Not many people have taken 
advantage of the services of secu-
rity escorts. A CSO security shut-
tle van is provided every night to 
escort students to their cars. From 
5:30pm to 10:30pm a Community 
Service Officer (CSO) uses a 
van as an escort vehicle to give 
students rides directly to their 
cars. 

Prior to beginning operations 
of this nightly security shuttle 
van, security escorts have always 
been available 24 hours a day. 
Last semester during a routine 
meeting between CSOs, one offi-
cer questioned why more people 
were not using the security escort 
services. It was suggested that 
the escort vehicle that was being 
used could only safely hold three 
people and was not big enough 
for escorting students to their 
vehicles. Shortly after that, a van 
was used in place of the car. 

The van used for the nightly 
security shuttle is the same van 
used for the daytime shuttle. It 
has three bench seats and a pas-
senger seat, which all together 
can hold ten people. In addition to 
the security shuttle van holding 
more people, it is also wheelchair 

"Once students are 
made aware of it, 

they'll use it," 
says Officer Bill 

McCullough. 

accessible. The van is also more 
visible than a car and gives the 
feeling that you are only being 
escorted to your car, rather than 
being driven to the station for 
questioning. 

Since the security shuttle van 
came into use, the amount of stu-
dents that have begun to use it as 
an escort has increased. Statistics 
from the CSUSM Department 
of Public Safety show that last 
fall semester, from August 1999 
to November 1999, there were 
only 53 total responses to escort 
incidents before the presence of 
the CSO shuttle van service. 
This semester, August 2000 to 
November 2000, there have been 
124 total responses to escorts 
responded by a combination of 
officers and CSOs. 

Despite the increase of escort 
incidents, the fact that not many 
people know about the availabil-
ity of the nightly shuttle still 
concerns some CSOs and campus 
police officers. 
»Article continues on page 2 
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