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Power  outage  disrupts  classes 
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classes continued as scheduled, 
albeit some in some fairly  pre-
carious places. 

But it  stretched the 
university's  emergency proce-
dures to their  limits  ... and be-
yond them in some cases. 

The failure  of a high-voltage 
transformer  caused the disrup-
tion  shortly  after 8 a.m. that 

Loss  of  power  offers  yet  another  lesson  in  patience  and  organization  for  a 
burgioning  university  experiencing  growing  pains 

Tuesday. 
Backup generators designed 

to provide power to critical  ar-
eas came on line as planned, ac-
cording to Ernie Zomalt, 
CSUSM's executive vice presi-
dent. 

"We were able to contact the 
transformer's  manufacturer  to 
obtain replacement compo-
nents and have them installed 
by a contractor  all in the same 
day," Zomalt said. 

But problems in providing 
backup power to the new Uni-

versity Hall  and emergency 
lighting  in other buildings  soon 
surfaced, forcing administra-
tive staffers .in Craven Hall,  for 
example, to carry flashlights to 
the bathroom until  power was 
restored to the building. 

Realizing that the loss of 
lighting  created a hazard, 
CSUSM police provided extra 
security personnel to ensure 
the safety of students and fac-
ulty  in the affected areas. 

"We wanted to make sure 
that  students were aware that 
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Distinguished  Teacher in 
Residence named 
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Think  back to your childhood teachers. Who 
were your favorites? Chances are, they were 
both enthusiastic and encouraging. If  you were 
fortunate,  they were also patient and kind. 

Meet Mary Lee Huntington,  the Distin-
guished Teacher in Residence at CSUSM, who, 
according to her students — possesses all of 
these traits. 

Lisa Gremminger, a student in Huntington's 
EDU350 class, says, "Mrs.  Huntington  is so 
enthusiastic and conveys working  knowledge 
that  is useful to future  teachers. It's  comfort-
ing for me to hear her say that everyday is not 
always going to be good. 

"I  sometimes have it  in my mind  that I want 
to be this perfect teacher. Mrs. Huntington 
shows us how to turn  teaching situations into 
positive learning experiences." 

Another  student agreed, saying, "I  think  she 
wants us to realize that everyone is human and 
that  we are going to make mistakes along the 
way, but that it  is okay because tomorrow  is 

another chance to make a positive difference 
in a child's life." 

Huntington  speaks with  the experience of 
someone who has been teaching for 38 years. 
Her eyes are warm and her reassuring smile is 
welcoming. She is a good listener, her students 
say, and an excellent motivator.  When she 
speaks about children  and teaching, her eyes 
sparkle and she talks faster. 

At the age of 8 in her Catholic schoolroom, 
she says, she watched the sun shine through 
the window onto tall  stacks of McGuffy Read-
ers and wished that she could control  those 
books. But, she adds, the nuns only let the stu-
dents read at special times. 

"I  was drawn to the calmness of the class-
room and felt peaceful and that I belonged," 
she says. "I  believe that is when I first  knew I 
wanted to teach." 

After  graduating from SDSU, Huntington 
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classes were definitely  not can-
celed and that we could relocate 
everyone as safely as possible," 
said Police Lt. Alicia Smith. She 
added that the additional  offie-
ers were periodically  sent 
through  the darkened build-
ings to make sure that no one 
was trapped or needed assis-
tance. 

"The staff in Academic Pro-
grams responded quickly and 
provided us with  a list  of alter-
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