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How the sound of silence 

CSUSM names Distinguished 
Professor of the Year 

C S U S M NEWS RELEASE 

mWm ustin Tan has been named the Harry E. Brakebill 
I Distinguished Professor of the Year for 1997-98 

f I at California State University, San Marcos in rec 
ognition of his outstanding contributions to stu-

dents, academic discipline and campus community. 
Tan has been an associate professor of Strategic Man-

agement and International Business in CSUSM's College 
of Business Administration since 1994. He teaches stra-
tegic management, international business, entrepreneur-
ship, and cross-cultural management and business ne-
gotiations. 

The award was established this year in honor of Harry 
E. Brakebill, who served the CSU system for 37 years. It 
replaces the Outstanding Professor Award through which 
CSUSM tos recognized exceptional faculty members 
since 1993. Brakebill, who now resides in Rancho 
Bernardo, retired as Executive Vice Chancellor in 1975 
and has been a dedicated CSUSM volunteer since its in-
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Established this year, the Harry E. Brakebill Distin-
guished Professor Award is presented to Interna-
tional Marketing instructor Justin Tan 

Faltaous sidelined for 
commencement ceremony 

ceremony. 
"There was a perceived need on our 

part that more students be part of the 
program," said Francine Martinez, vice 
president of Academic Affairs. "If this 
was a way to pay to tribute to students, 
then what better way than to have stu-
dents be part of their own graduation 
ceremony?" 

Martinez said the plan to form a panel 
was presented to CSUSM President 
Alexander Gonzalez, who liked the in-
volvement and openness of the process. 
Noting that the selection process was by 
no means predetermined, Martinez 
said, "It's important to say that we're 
really looking at the ASI president, not 
just Joe, this year. We're looking at all 
future ASI Presidents. They have to 

have a prominent role in commence-
ment. But how do we also then increase 
students being a part of their own com-
mencement?" 

Last year, the commencement speech 
delivered by ASI President Kristina 
Gundersen was considered inappropri-
ate and even embarrassing: by many 
students and administrators. But 
Martinez said that had nothing to do 
with the decision to give all seniors the 
opportunity to speak instead of giving 
it to the ASI president automatically. 

A panel of two students, one alum-
nus, one faculty member, and one ad-
ministrator selected two students to 
speak this year after reviewing drafts of 
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A fter a year of service to the 
Z X CSUSM student body, ASI 

X X . President Joe Faltaous' last task 
will not be to speak at commencement. 

For the past three years, the ASI 
president has addressed fellow students 
at commencement. But Faltaous will 
not. Instead, a selection process was 
employed to select the student speak-
ers at the convention. It was a well-pub-
licized process open to all seniors who 
wanted to sing or speak at the May 23 
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New website aids educators 
and students alike 

BY JOHN FRESCA 

What's the key to power? Money? 
Fame? Beauty ? No, it's information. 
For educators and future pedagogues, 
Jim Konugres, a master's program stu-
dent at CSUSM, has created a new way 
to get that kind of power on the "Infor-
mation Highway." Called the "Admin-
istrators World Wide Web Resource 
Site," it offers hyperlinks to top-notch 
educational homepages. 

It can be reached at http:// 
coyote.csusm.edu/COE/admin~re-
source/index.html .The page offers 12 
categories to browse in: "Reference & 
Research Sites," "Online Journals & 
Periodicals," Professional Organiza-
tions," "Special Education Resources," 
"Technology Resources," "ESL Re-
sources," "Government Resources," 
"Unions & Associations," "Curriculum 
& Instruction," "Business Services," 
"Human Resources" and "Legal Re-
sources." 

"Don't let the title of my web site fool 
you," says Konugres. "It's not just for 
educators. It's for anyone who wants to 
find excellent resources devoted to edu-
cational issues." 

Konugres got the idea to develop the 
homepage from his project in his Edu-
cational Administrative Master's Pro-
gram. "It seemed like the most appro-
priate thing to do," he says. "The use of 
technology in our society is inescapable. 
You can't deny the fact that technology 
has become a prominent research and 
resource tool in the global 20th century 
society." 

Knougres gathered the 100-plus links 
for the page by receiving input from a 
broad range of educational practitio-
ners. 

"The practitioners surveyed consisted 
of administrators from urban school 
districts, rural school districts, school 
districts of varying sizes, public and pri-

vate schools, as well as districts with 
large, second-language populations," he 
adds. 

The page, which was recently 
hyperlinked on CSUSM's College of 
Education Homepage (http:// 
www.csusm.edu/COE/), has received 
enthusiastic responses. 

Assistant Professor Mark Baldwin, a 
program co-coordinator who teaches 
Educational Administration, says 
Konugres has "bookmarked it for future 
reference." 

Konugres says he hopes visitors to 
his page will find it useful. "Because 
education is so important, I want 
people to have an easily accessible 
way to get information on it," he says. 

Noting that he welcomes sugges-
tions for improvements, he adds, "It is 
as much the visitors' page as it is 
mine." He can be reached by e-mail at 
konugres@sdcoe.kl2.ca.us. 
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Correction 

An article in the April 30, 
1998 edition of The Pride 
indicated that the Upward 
Bound Program was conducting 
fundraisers from the TRIO 
Programs office. Actually, the 
Parent Advisory Board and high 
school students of the Upward 
Bound Program are conducting 
fundraisers in the North County 
communities. The fundraisers 
include candy sales and an 
opportunity drawing. 

The parents and students are 
raising funds to offset costs of 
participating in a 10-day 
educational trip to Washington, 
DC For more information, 
please contact Shelly Anguiano 
or the parent coordinator, Alma 
Ocha, at 750-4014 
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American Heart Association 
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f o 
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Editorial 

Student "voice" merely an echo 
CSUSM has made a lot of progress 
in changing its image from that of a 
commuter school to a university since 
interim president Alexander Gonzalez 
took over the reins. 

By next semester, students should be 
able to kick back in an "outer" Dome 
complete with awning protecting an 
expanded cement patio and 
groundbreaking for a track and field 
facility paid for mostly by students will 
begin this summer. Both will help make 
the campus more than a place to sim-
ply attend classes. 

And this year's graduation activities 
have changed as well. Gonzalez directed 
the commencement committee to as-
sess the annual event and devise meth-
ods for greater student participation, 
according to the vice president of Stu-
dent Affairs, Francine Martinez, who 
also chairs the commencement pro-
gram development committee. 

This year's commencement will cer-
tainly benefit from the committee's de-
cision to open up the singer's spot to 
CSUSM students, as well as from 
Gonzalez's clout, which helped to se-
cure actor Edward James Olmos as the 
key speaker, f 1 p. \ * i 1 P 

But, in its quest to improve the send-
off for the seventh and largest graduat-
ing CSUSM class to date, the commit-
tee also managed to stifle the students' 
most representative voice, that of the 
president of Associated Students Inc. 
(ASI), Joe Faltaous. 

In January, Gonzalez approved the 
committee's suggestion to replace the 
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slot held for the past three years by the 
ASI president with that of a student 
speaker chosen by a panel made up of 
one administrator (Martinez), two fac-
ulty members, one alumnus and four 
students. Faltaous met with Gonzalez 
hoping to dissuade him from approv-
ing the suggestion but to no avail, 
Martinez said. (Faltaous had clashed 
with the university during the previous 
year on several issues, including the 
monopoly he believed Aztec shops held 
on campus, and CSUSM blocked his 
attempt to hire an outside vendor to 
provide a copy service for students.) 

The panel judged the prospective 
speakers on "delivery, clarity, and or-
ganization of content,'' Martinez said,, 
and read texts beforehand, not to stifle 
students' comments, but to determine 
if their words would^apply to all stu-
dents.'' 

Faltaous auditioned for the slot but 
was not among the two students se-
lected to speak. Instead, he will be al-
lotted two minutes to introduce each 
speaker at the individual ceremonies, 
Martinez said. 

If the committee genuinely wanted to 
increase ^udsrit partieip*^ 
event, why would it not allow Faltaous 
the opportunity to speak as well as the 
selected two student speakers? 

Tacking a 5- to 10-minute speech 
onto the ceremony hardlŷ  would make 
it too long, considering that at less than 
2 hours, it runs considerably shorter 
than the commencements at larger uni-
versities. 

Martinez said Faltaous' actions in 
December had nothing to do with the 
decision, and that she did not view him 
as an "extremist." "We're going to keep 
the ASI president in a prominent role," 
she said, adding that Faltaous would 
serve as second grand marshal. 

But by not allowing the ASI president, 
who is elected by students, sufficient 
time to deliver a thoughtful message, 
the university in effect has sequestered 
the voice of the student body, albeit in 
a discreet and diplomatic manner. 

Perhaps more intolerable is the idea 
that administrators and faculty play 
such a large role in selecting the student 
speaker, existing on a panel that should 
be filled only by students. 

The committee's notion that any 
speech might apply to all students is 
ludicrous, and smells an awful lot like 
censorship. Political correctness taken 
to the extreme is not politically cor-
rect. 

The panel should not insist on deem-
ing the speeches relevant for the same 
reason it wouldn't edit the speech of 
Olmos on May 23. 

UCSD officials have beejn under fire 
*on campus recently for invitmg House 
• Speaker Newt Gingrich, who has vowed 
to reference the alleged sexual miscon-
duct of President Clinton in each of his 
speeches, to be the keynote speaker. But 
they certainly did not insist on an ad-
vance copy of Gingrich's speech. 

CSUSM officials should take a lesson 
from that and not insist on screening 
the speeches of its own students. 
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larger campus events, including some 
at night, broaden the sports and recre-
ation program and increase the num-

ber of facilities where students can con-
gregate. He added that the extra money 
would help boost the presence of ASI 

ASI members, Dave Alimi, Earl Hearvey, Darlene Williams, Joe 
Faltaous, Terra Beachamp, Adrianne Hallford and Najwa Nasser dis-
cuss the future 

on campus, thus allowing the group to 
reach out to students. 

Yolanda Barraza, internal vice presi-
dent-elect, said ASI needed to create 
more representation, for a broader 
range of majors, than in the past year. 

According to current ASI President 
Joe Faltaous, ASI achieved several im-
portant goals in the past year, the most 
tangible of which was the Jan. 12 open-
ing of the Early Learning Center, which 
offers childcare to CSUSM students. 

Other achievements he cited were the 
boycott of Aztec Shops, extended labo-
ratory and library hours prior to finals 
and the establishment of a more pro-
fessional working relationship between 
ASI and the university administration. 

Faltaous said the outgoing ASI board 
had to be "rebellious" and "activist," 
since the university administration was 
not student-friendly at the beginning of 
the year. 

continued from page 1 

But, during the year, groundwork 
was laid for a more professional rela-
tionship in the future, he added. 

But some ASI members expressed 
skepticism at FaltaoJus, prediction. "The 
administration wants you to fix things, 
but they don't give you the power," said 
ASI Secretary Erik Dawson. 

"To them, students are just window 
dressing." 

According to Alimi, the new ASI 
board plans to create a smoother work-
ing relationship with the university and 
focus itself more towards meeting stu-
dent needs in the upcoming year. 

"We have organizations fighting 
when they should be working together," 
he added. "I want to make sure board 
members concentrate on students and 
not on the organization itself." 

ASI Executive Director Darlene Willis 
echoed this sentiment. "Our goal is to 
empower students," she said. 


