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"MEGATHRUST" QUAKE DEVASTATES JAPAN 

Water begins to cover Miyako City. II  Photo courtesy oftheatlanctic.com 
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Just weeks after New Zea-
land experienced a magnitude 
6.3 quake, an even larger natural 
disaster happened off the north 
coast of Japan, an 8.9 earthquake, 
last Friday at 2:46 p.m. local 
time, causing widespread dam-
age and a devastating tsunami. 

Japanese media reports 
thousands dead and even 
more missing, with the toll 

pected to rise as days pass. 
The sheer power of the earth-

quake moved the Japanese island 
eight feet and shifted the Earth's 
axis by four inches as shown by 
a GPS station's and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey's (USGS) data. 

Geologists world-
wide agreed upon classify-
ing the quake a "megath-
rust earthquake," indicating 
extreme tectonic plate movement. 

The duration of the earth-
quake was a startling five full 
minutes and caused damage 

tout the country, accord-
CNN's Japanese syndicate. 

the epicenter of the 
ake, now referred to as 
dai Earthquake, was utt-
r, The Pacific Tsunami 

Center immediately is-
mami warnings and advi-

and down the coast of 
throughout the Pacific Is-

4nd on the U.S. west coast. 
Japan's East Coast, the 

waves (reached up to 30 feet in 
height, and the flooding caused 
by the jnassive influx of seawater 
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curred as far as six miles inland ii 
le area of the Miyagi Prefecture 

Initial information feared th< 
aves' intensity would be so gre; 
at they would wash over entirj 

Islands in the Pacific Ocean, C 
eported soon after the eveni 

Although the tsunami w; 
tags expired, hundreds of aft© 
hocks continue to shake the are 

¿round the epicenter of the initi; 
quake, ranging in intensity froi 
4.6 to 7.1, as shown by usgs.go\|.j 
I Japanese authorities evacuati 
170,000 people due to the risk 
nuclear meltdown of sevejral po\4-

plants in the country. Tpefpridi 
is to keep reactor tempejatur] 

kjbwn, since there! lis spfbilatjw 

ar CSUSM. 
80 percent 

itizens are on-
sites like Twit-

to contact 
reported. 
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Top: Ajyoung boy who was 
evacuated from the area near 
a mucjear plant is checked for 
radiatijm  poisoning. // Photo 
courtesy oforegonlive.com 

Bottom: Evacuees walk to safety. // 
Photo courtesy ofibtimes.com 

Right:  Fires ravage the rubble and 
debris left floating in the floodwa-
ters. H Photo courtesy ofcrs-blog. 
org 
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amund 400 dodfors, nurses and 
{j  f'# fijy  pf-

4 - p a n al of Sunday, March 13. 
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^eased REDC&OSS to 90999 to make 
f l l l i l s P l U i $10 donation to help support 
i  e f f o r t s f o l l o w i n g 
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jlhe Shinmoedake volcano 1 |s|14f^ft^^NsIM^'Mt^^l^ 
the Kirishima range threw ^ S i r MPtio^s 

cases and rocks up to a -«Tg. 
mile into the air. Its first ma-Iff j H ^ W n s of d is" 
tor eruption after 52 years II  I I t I W 1 ! ^ I w f f t c >  ^̂̂  
lurred in January as reported by I ¡1AM1|4{« fe-nd ffiinami 
(he Associated Foreign Presi. 

The United States swiftly r<! 

iponded in the early hours 
Friday morning, with President! 
Öbama sending his condolenq-

to Japanese citizens world- j t ide. The president stated in a 
¿ress conference, "The friend-
ship and alliance between our 
two nations is unshakable ana 
only strengthens our resolve to 
stand with the people of Japan 
is they overcome this tragedy.!' 
| Cal State San Marcos hoste 
to - 40 traditional Japanese ex-
change students, according to 
Danielle McMartin, International 
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fclic iUiSilip disaster, and collect-

I IP I I I 0 ! t h a t t h e o rgan i za" 
¿4ny| l | i pirectly to Japanese 
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